
Childminder report

Inspection date: 11 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy their time with this nurturing and loving childminder. They are 
settled and feel safe in her care. Children cuddle with the childminder as they look 
at picture cards and learn new words to describe different emotions such as 
'frightened' and 'excited'. They copy the facial expressions they see in the pictures 
and have fun making the correct expression that the childminder describes. For 
example, they make beaming smiles when the childminder asks them to show a 
happy face and open their eyes wide as they pretend to be shocked. Children 
demonstrate their understanding of emotions and how to express their feelings.

Children make good progress in their learning and development. They enjoy taking 
part in the broad range of activities the childminder provides. They delight in 
playing musical instruments. They copy rhythms and explore the different sounds 
they can make. They play along to the songs the childminder confidently sings and 
enjoy moving their bodies to express themselves.

Children behave well. They are very polite and considerate, for their young age. 
They offer toys to each other. They play alongside each other and learn to take 
turns. Children are focused and engaged in the activities they take part in.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder encourages children to develop a love for books and reading. 
She is skilful in supporting children's early literacy skills. The childminder reads 
to children with enthusiasm and clarity. She uses animated voices to bring 
characters to life. Children repeat the new words they hear such as 'skunk' and 
'aphids.' 

n The childminder ensures children remember and understand what they have 
learned. For example, she asks children questions about the insects and birds 
they previously observed in the garden. Children recall spreading seed for the 
sparrows and spotting a wiggly worm in the soil. They learn about nature and 
the world around them.

n Children enjoy the mark-making activities the childminder provides. They show 
high levels of concentration as they carefully attempt to draw faces. Children 
talk to the childminder about the pictures they have created and describe the 
marks they have made. The childminder encourages children to express their 
own ideas and be imaginative.  

n The childminder is extremely effective at supporting children that speak English 
as an additional language. She looks at books, sings songs and uses key words 
in their home language and makes links to these words in English. This helps 
children understand the English words they are learning. Children make good 
progress and are confident to interact with the childminder and their friends. 
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n The childminder supports children to learn about mathematical concepts such as 
shape, size and volume. For example, children learn the names of shapes and 
talk about the difference in size between a spoon and a ladle. However, she 
does not always use children's play and daily routines to deepen their 
understanding of numbers and counting.

n Children learn about healthy food choices. They enjoy sitting together at 
mealtimes and discussing the different foods they eat. The childminder 
encourages children to have regular drinks of water throughout the day and 
helps them to understand the importance of keeping hydrated.  

n The childminder provides children with opportunities to be independent. For 
instance, she encourages the young children to help put away toys and 
resources and remember where things belong. They demonstrate their sense of 
pride and achievement when they do this for themselves.

n The childminder has good relationships with parents. She gathers information 
about children's experiences at home in order to plan for their learning. The 
childminder keeps parents updated on their child's progress and development. 
She shares ideas about how they can continue and build on children's learning at 
home.  

n The childminder carries out regular training and research to improve her 
knowledge and skills. For instance, recent training has enabled her to build on 
the way she uses books and stories to better support children's communication 
and language. The childminder evaluates her practice to ensure the care and 
education she provides is always improving. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder understands how to keep children safe from harm. She has an up-
to-date knowledge on local safeguarding procedures and how to report any 
concerns she may have about the welfare of a child. She knows how to identify 
signs that a child may be at risk from harm. The childminder ensures her home is 
safe and secure. She identifies risk and minimises hazards in her home and garden, 
such as removing a ramp that is slippery in wet weather. The childminder teaches 
children about online safety and how to express if they are worried about anything 
they see or experience.   

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support children to develop a greater awareness of numbers and counting to 
further extend their mathematical skills.   
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY482632

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10228952

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 9

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 9

Date of previous inspection 15 December 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2014. She lives in Bicester, Oxfordshire. The 
childminder is open on weekdays all year round. She holds a recognised early years 
qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Alice M Roberts

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they 
ensure they are safe and suitable.

n The childminder discussed her intentions for children's learning with the 
inspector.

n The inspector took into account written feedback provided by parents.
n The inspector observed the childminder's interactions with the children 

throughout the inspection.
n The childminder provided the inspector with key documentation on request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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