
Childminder report

Inspection date: 3 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children separate confidently from their parents and they are extremely eager to 
get involved in the interesting range of experiences on offer. They develop warm 
friendships and excellent social skills. For example, they interact with one another 
superbly and involve themselves in an array of cooperative and collaborative play 
opportunities. The childminder supports children to make meaningful choices and 
take part in decision making about the service on offer to them. For example, 
children make decisions about the local places of interest they would like to visit. 
This included a recent trip to the airfield following children's passion for air travel 
after their holidays.

Children's understanding of a healthy lifestyle is well promoted, and they benefit 
greatly from high-level involvement in the preparation of healthy snacks and meals. 
Children make informed choices about food they would like to cook and they are 
well supported to develop their fine-motor skills and hand-to-eye coordination. For 
example, children practise and refine their chopping and cutting skills, using 
appropriate equipment to make a fruit salad for their morning snack. Children are 
keen to try new fruits and the childminder teaches them about where particular 
fruits come from.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has developed a strong and exceptionally varied curriculum. 
Children's individual learning styles are celebrated. The childminder uses 
observations to assess children's learning effectively and to plan precisely for 
children's next steps. Children have access to a wide range of toys and 
resources that reflect their passions and interests. As a result of this ambitious 
curriculum and the childminder's highly effective teaching, children make 
outstanding progress across all seven areas of learning.

n Children's communication and language skills are exceptionally well supported. 
The childminder models language superbly and ensures children hear the correct 
pronunciation of words in context to further extend their language. The 
childminder provides a range of books to support learning experiences. For 
example, stories and books about teeth are placed in the dentist role-play area. 

n Children behave exceptionally well. They demonstrate empathy and are keen to 
support and encourage their peers. They make helpful suggestions and work 
together over a prolonged period to develop a 'sand slide'. They share their 
thoughts and ideas, agree and assign roles and delight in the results of their 
play. 

n The childminder effectively supports the children to be independent and develop 
their self-care skills. Children competently wash their hands and understand the 
importance of this before preparing food. They help with carrying items from the 

Inspection report: Childminder report
3 August 2022 2



kitchen into the garden for lunch, pour their own drinks and use utensils to serve 
their food successfully.

n Children benefit greatly from trips and visits in their local and wider community. 
They recently visited a lavender field to pick flowers. Children delight in smelling 
the lavender that is currently drying out, ready to make lavender bags. They 
also visit the hills and the country farm, participate in fruit picking and attend a 
local forest school provision. Children's physical skills are promoted and 
developed during these trips. They have the plenty of opportunities to climb, 
run, jump, balance and take appropriate risks while accessing varied tools and 
equipment in the playground and forest school. Children successfully develop 
their strength and stamina through purposeful play.

n Leadership of the provision is reflective and extremely strong. The childminder 
organises her service successfully, attends relevant training and ensures her 
learning has a positive impact on the children and their families. She develops 
highly effective systems to monitor and evaluate the provision and to ensure 
that parents are involved in their children's learning successfully.

n Parents are thrilled with the service on offer and describe the provision as warm, 
loving and great fun. They are particularly delighted with the opportunities for 
children to become involved in the preparation of healthy meals and how this 
encourages them to try new foods. Parents are enthusiastic about the wonderful 
craft experiences that children are engaged in and the opportunities for 
numerous trips and visits. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder demonstrates an excellent knowledge of safeguarding. She has 
meticulous policies and procedures in place which underpin her service and ensure 
that children are protected from harm. The childminder identifies and attends 
relevant training and applies her knowledge and understanding to her everyday 
practice. She is confident in identifying, recording and reporting any concerns and 
has an excellent understanding of local safeguarding procedures. The childminder 
has developed a highly effective safeguarding culture. She supports children to 
assess their own risks and take action to keep themselves safe, and involves them 
purposefully in the process for emergency evacuation of the premises.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY480478

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10231909

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 10

Date of previous inspection 29 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2014, and lives in Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. 
She operates from 7am to 6.30pm, Monday to Friday, and is open all year round 
including bank holidays, with the exception of Christmas and family holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Gadsby

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder. 

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they 
ensure it is safe and suitable.

n The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
the childminder's intentions for children's learning.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the childminder. 
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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