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Met
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy and relaxed in the welcoming home-from-home environment. 
As soon as they arrive, they quickly get involved in the activities available. They 
suggest ideas to each other about the colours they could use as they make masks. 
Older children compliment younger children about the design they have chosen 
and praise them for taking extra care when colouring. The childminder joins in with 
the children as they play. She creates a calm and caring environment, where 
children feel very safe and secure. Children laugh with the childminder as she tries 
on the different masks they have made. They are engaged and motivated to take 
part in the activities the childminder provides. Children understand the behaviour 
expectations and say 'please' and 'thank you' to each other. 

The childminder places children's well-being at the heart of her practice. She has 
an excellent understanding of their individual needs and has formed strong bonds 
with them. The childminder works at the local pre-school, where she sees the 
youngest children she cares for throughout the day; this ensures children receive a 
consistent approach to their care and learning. Children talk about their day to the 
childminder who asks them questions about what they have been doing. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder acknowledges the experiences children have at home and 
broadens these. Children share their experiences of visiting a farm. The 
childminder provides them with books to extend their knowledge and 
understanding. Children visit the library to borrow books that interest them and 
have topics linked to their homework from school. This encourages continuity 
between the care the childminder offers, the pre-school and the local school that 
children attend. 

n The childminder finds out from parents what their child's likes, dislikes and 
interests are. Parents are positive about the care the childminder provides. They 
comment that she is 'friendly and approachable' and that their children love the 
variety of activities she provides. They say that when they pick their children up 
at home time, they do not want to go home. The childminder makes sure time is 
available to speak to parents when they drop off or pick up their children.

n Activities are planned by the childminder based on the children's interests. She  
follows the lead they take in their play and provides additional resources if 
children need them. The childminder links the activities she provides with ones 
the local school is taking part in. For example, children talk excitedly about what 
costume they are going to dress up in for World Book Day.  

n The childminder is passionate about accessing training to further her knowledge. 
She has undertaken a range of training since her last inspection and attends 
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training arranged by her local authority on a regular basis to ensure her 
knowledge is always updated. She is enthusiastic about learning more to 
enhance the care she provides for children. For example, she has increased the 
range of toys and resources available to the children.

n The childminder supervises children well. She has a clear routine for walking 
home safely after collecting the children from school. At the childminder's home, 
she checks all children are engaged in activities and often joins in with them. 
The childminder offers support and reassurance to children who become upset. 
They quickly settle and continue with activities happily. 

n The childminder has put systems in place so children are kept safe when they 
use technology. Children understand there are websites they are not allowed to 
access. They know how to report concerns to the childminder if they see 
anything online that worries them. 

n Children understand how they can keep themselves healthy. They know to wash 
their hands as soon as they arrive, ready for snack time. The childminder talks 
to the children about healthy and unhealthy food. She provides healthy, 
nutritious food for the children to eat and they talk together about what their 
favourite meal is. Children have access to the outdoors at all times; this 
promotes the development of a healthy lifestyle.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a robust understanding of safeguarding and knows how to 
keep children safe. She is aware of the signs and symptoms of abuse to look out 
for and has good knowledge of wider safeguarding issues. She knows how to act 
on any concerns. The childminder receives regular updates from her local authority 
to ensure her knowledge is regularly updated. The childminder completes risk 
assessments and has a record of accidents. She makes sure that all activities she 
provides for the children are safe and suitable for them. Children are supervised 
well. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY477128

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10075919

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 3 to 10

Total number of places 10

Number of children on roll 22

Date of previous inspection 12 April 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2014. She lives in Countesthorpe, Leicestershire. She 
provides care for children before school between the hours of 7.30am and 9am and 
after school between 3pm and 6pm, Monday to Friday, except family holidays. The 
childminder holds a level 3 childcare qualification and is paediatric first aid trained.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emily Lofts

Inspection activities

n The childminder and the inspector had a discussion about how she plans 
activities for the children. 

n The inspector spoke to children at appropriate times during the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke to parents to gather their views.
n The inspector observed interactions between the childminder and children.
n The inspector viewed policies, documents and checked evidence of the suitability 

of the adults living in the household.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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