
Childminder report

Inspection date: 2 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children make excellent progress and flourish in the care of this highly experienced 
and incredibly knowledgeable childminder. They benefit from a curriculum that she 
expertly plans to thoroughly meet the needs of every child. Children are extremely 
keen to learn and engage with the exciting range of learning experiences she 
provides. They are given the space and time to ask questions, investigate and build 
on what they already know.

Children concentrate intently on the marks they make as they use magnetic pencils 
and stamps to draw pictures of castles. The childminder engages them in 
meaningful discussions as they recall their own trip to a local castle. She skilfully 
weaves in teaching of mathematical concepts as they accurately count and name 
the shapes of the stamps. Young children begin to learn the language of size and 
position as the childminder talks to them about the objects being 'larger' and 
'smaller', 'beside' and 'behind'.

Children form extremely strong bonds with the childminder, who is highly 
nurturing. Her commitment to ensuring that she gets to know the children 
exceptionally well means that they feel happy, relaxed and safe in her care. She 
has high expectations for all children. Children's behaviour is exceptional for their 
young age. They demonstrate excellent manners, and the childminder promotes 
positive behaviour as she successfully supports them to share, take turns and help 
each other.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder is devoted to ensuring that children make excellent progress. 
She carefully observes children in all that they do, to establish how she can best 
support their learning. Her extensive knowledge of child development is evident 
in the curriculum she creates. She ensures that children are well prepared with 
the skills and knowledge they need to be ready for school and achieve the best 
possible outcomes. 

n The childminder is passionate about inspiring children to love reading. Children 
gather round in anticipation as she brings familiar stories to life. Her enthusiasm 
as she reads has children captivated. Children delight in acting out the stories 
with props and puppets. They talk about the characters feeling 'worried' and 
'happy' as they learn vocabulary to describe emotions.

n The childminder places the utmost priority on ensuring that children have the 
skills they need to be independent and confident to do things for themselves. 
They are given ample opportunity to practise and develop their skills. Toddlers 
show exceptional ability to work together to set the table for lunch. They find 
their own place mats, pour their own drinks and carefully butter their bread. 

Inspection report: Childminder report
2 March 2022 2



They take pride in mastering these tricky tasks for themselves. 
n Parents express tremendous amounts of praise for the childminder. They share 

that they feel extremely well informed about their children's development and 
supported in continuing their learning at home. The childminder ensures that 
she gets to know children and their families extremely well through her detailed 
settling-in processes. She shares her knowledge and skills with parents by 
providing them with resources and information that support different aspects of 
children's care and learning. For example, she provides packs to support children 
during school transitions and information about potty training.

n Since the COVID-19 pandemic began, the childminder has worked extensively to 
ensure that she understands the impact this has had on children's social and 
emotional development. She has sought meaningful and useful training and 
development opportunities to enhance her knowledge in supporting children's 
emotions and feelings. She has placed a strong emphasis on ensuring that she 
gives children opportunities to socialise in larger groups. Children regularly 
attend local playgroups and have new experiences in the local community. 

n Children learn to make healthy choices. The childminder provides them with 
nutritious home-cooked meals. They learn the names of different vegetables as 
they prepare their snacks and talk about the foods they enjoy. The follow good 
hygiene routines and are well supported to understand the importance of good 
hygiene from a young age.   

n The childminder evaluates her practice and consistently strives to ensure that 
she is providing an outstanding setting for children to flourish and thrive. She 
takes time to consider and plan how she can improve and extend her 
curriculum. She seeks the views of children and parents in order to do this. She 
is dedicated to ensuring that she is always learning and developing 
professionally to improve her own knowledge and skills in order to provide 
children with the best possible outcomes.    

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder is extremely diligent in ensuring that children in her care are 
always protected from harm. Her extensive knowledge of child protection issues 
ensures that she knows what to do if she is worried about a child's welfare. She 
has a firm understanding of local safeguarding procedures and how to report any 
concerns. Her health and safety arrangements are extremely effective. Her home is 
secure and regular safety checks are undertaken. All trips and outings are risk 
assessed and planned to ensure that children are kept safe at all times. Children 
are taught to keep themselves safe when handling equipment such as the child-
safe knives to butter their bread.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY469437

Local authority Windsor and Maidenhead

Inspection number 10136745

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 5

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 6

Date of previous inspection 28 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2013 and lives in Eton Wick, Windsor. She operates 
all year round from 8am to 5.30pm, Monday to Thursday. The childminder holds a 
relevant childcare qualification at level 5. She provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Alice M Roberts

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of education provided and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector took account of parents' views by speaking with them and reading 
their written comments.

n The childminder and the inspector held discussions at convenient times 
throughout the inspection.

n The childminder and the inspector carried out a joint evaluation of an activity 
together.

n The inspector checked safeguarding information, and the safety and security of 
the premises.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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