
Inspection of Each Peach Forest 
School 
Grays Nursery Annexe, Railway Road, Newhaven, East Sussex BN9 0AS

Inspection date: 29 August 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this exceptional nursery setting. The staff team are inspirational 
and implement a highly ambitious curriculum. Children arrive full of excitement and 
anticipation for a fun-filled day ahead. They make outstanding progress from their 
starting points. Staff work hard to meet the children's learning and development 
needs through a series of interesting and unique ways. For example, children 
develop a nurturing approach as they take some responsibility for a variety of 
rescued animals. They visit the pet shop to learn more about how to care for them. 
Staff who have horticultural skills teach children how to grow and harvest their own 
produce. Children are taught how not to be wasteful and how to care for the 
planet. These skills help to prepare them for life in modern Britain.

Children display exceptionally high levels of engagement as they excitedly join in 
with storytelling. Their imaginations are fuelled, inspiring them in their own play. A 
successful targeted approach ensures that all children, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), access a fully inclusive curriculum. A 
highly qualified workforce works alongside parents and children, providing tangible 
support and an emotional well-being service. This holistic approach ensures that all 
families feel part of the nursery and are included in their child's rich educational 
journey.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n One of the many key strengths of the setting is the value that leaders place on 
their staff team. Leaders encourage staff to play to their strengths and 
emphasise the importance of staff's well-being. Specialists work alongside staff 
to help them to effectively manage workloads and provide solutions to creating a 
healthy work-life balance. Staff feedback that the setting is an incredible place to 
work and they feel very privileged to receive such support from the caring 
leadership team.

n The dedicated leadership teamwork in harmony to provide a high quality of care 
and education for the children of local families. For example, they ensure that 
the staff team deliver a precise and bespoke learning package to meet the needs 
of all children. Babies flourish under the care of the warm and gentle staff. Staff 
provide a very tactile approach, embracing the babies and keeping eye contact 
when engaging with them. Bonds are extremely strong which helps to give the 
youngest children the very best start in life. Consequently, babies are content 
and delightfully happy. They make progress in their independence and 
confidence. 

n Children with SEND are effectively included. Specialist staff are meticulous in 
their assessment of children's needs. They swiftly identify gaps in children's 
learning and development and design a programme to promote their integration 
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and development. Parents feedback that staff go 'above and beyond' to ensure 
that all children have support for their individual needs.

n Children are regularly taken on outings into the local community. They often visit 
the local garden centre to buy seeds in order to cultivate plants that will 
eventually be made into a nutritious meal. They take their new ducklings to visit 
the elderly in a residential home. This helps children to develop an 
understanding of the lives of people in their locality and they play an important 
role in the community in which they live.

n Children's behaviour is exemplary. This is demonstrated by children's high levels 
of awareness that their actions have consequences, and their behaviour is 
fostered from excellent staff role models. They are exceptionally considerate and 
kind towards each other. For instance, older children are quick to invite younger 
children to join in their play. They are keen to embrace and engage with the 
babies as they come to play in the garden.

n Children benefit from an extremely rich variety of learning experiences. The 
large outside environment is expertly designed to provide challenge and promote 
curiosity. Children are confident in taking manageable risks as they climb, jump 
and swing. They make potions and build dens in the trees. All areas effectively 
accommodate the needs of any children who need additional support. Children 
care for their own allotment. They nurture the plants to provide food, which they 
later cook with the support of the resident chef. Children bake for their families 
and proudly take seedlings and recipes home, to be enjoyed and discussed with 
others.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY468480

Local authority East Sussex

Inspection number 10408158

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 136

Name of registered person East Sussex Forest School Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910760

Telephone number 01273 515 971

Date of previous inspection 27 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

Each Peach Forest School registered in 2013 and operates from an adapted 
building in Newhaven, East Sussex. It is open each weekday from 8am to 6pm, all 
year round. The setting provides government funded early education places for 
children aged from nine months to four years. There are 22 staff of which 19 hold 
relevant childcare qualifications up to level 6. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Lambert

Inspection activities

n The manager completed a learning walk with the inspector to explain her early 
years curriculum.

n The inspector viewed a range of relevant documentation that was provided on 
request.

n The inspector spoke to the children throughout the inspection.
n The inspector took into account the views of the parents and staff.
n The inspector observed the interactions between children and the staff and 

assessed the impact of teaching on children's learning. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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