
Childminder report

Inspection date: 29 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and confident with this kind and nurturing childminder. They 
share warm and caring relationships with the childminder and her assistants. 
Overall, children demonstrate a positive attitude to learning as they explore the 
activities that are on offer. For example, children demonstrate their developing 
concentration and small-muscle skills as they carefully make marks in paint. 
Younger children are supported to use their fingers to explore the paint. Older 
children competently hold paintbrushes and concentrate for prolonged periods. 
Children show excitement in the garden. For example, they jump through hoops, 
negotiate a range of wheeled vehicles and play ball games with their friends.

The childminder is aware of the potential impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
had on children's learning and development. She has identified that after the 
national restrictions, some children need support to develop their social and 
communication skills. In addition, she has made changes to her practice, and 
parents continue to collect children at the door, rather than entering the premises. 
The childminder reflects that this also supports children to settle into their routines 
more effectively. The childminder and her assistants have high expectations. They 
are good role models and the children behave well. They are encouraging and 
praise the children for their efforts.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnerships with parents are strong. The childminder maintains good contact 
with parents about their children's care, well-being and development. Parents 
state that they know that their children are happy with the childminder and 
make good progress. The childminder works closely with parents to help children 
with their next stage in learning. For example, she supports parents with their 
children's toilet training.

n The childminder understands what to do when a child needs extra support. She 
works with parents and professionals to ensure that children get the extra help 
they need to close gaps in their learning. 

n Children who speak English as an additional language are supported well. For 
example, parents share common key words in their home language regularly 
and the childminder helps all children learn about their own background and 
what makes them unique, including by exploring cultural festivals.

n The childminder places a good focus on supporting children's communication 
and language skills. She uses effective teaching strategies, including repeating, 
recalling and questioning, to help determine children's level of understanding. 

n The childminder regularly observes children in their play and completes 
assessments to check their progress. This helps her to identify any gaps in 
children's learning. However, when planning and completing activities with 
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children, she does not consistently focus specifically on what children need to 
learn next.

n Positive behaviour is promoted effectively by the childminder and her assistants. 
They speak calmly to children, providing lots of positive praise for their use of 
good manners. The childminder has clear routines that she expects children to 
follow, such as 'tidy-up time' ahead of the children going inside from the garden 
or moving to the next activity. Children listen and respond consistently well. 

n Children begin to manage their own self-care needs well. For example, the 
childminder teaches children how to wash their hands and put their shoes on by 
themselves. Children use spoons to feed themselves at mealtimes. This helps 
them to become more confident and independent.

n The childminder helps children understand the importance of leading a healthy 
lifestyle effectively. Children benefit from plenty of fresh air and exercise, such 
as through time spent in the garden and regular visits to local parks. 

n The childminder reflects on her practice and identifies areas for development. 
She completes all statutory training and conducts independent research to 
develop her practice. However, she has not yet fully implemented a carefully 
targeted programme of professional development for her assistants. For 
example, although the childminder observes her assistants, she recognises there 
is scope to monitor practice, to further raise the quality of teaching to an even 
higher level.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a clear understanding of her role in protecting children who 
may be at risk of harm. The childminder and her assistants are alert to possible 
indicators of when a child may need help, and they know the relevant agencies to 
contact for guidance. The childminder attends child protection training and knows 
the correct procedure should there be any concern about a child's welfare. She 
ensures her assistants' knowledge remains up to date. The childminder and her 
assistants know who to contact if they believe a child may be in an environment 
where extreme views are being shared. She ensures that children are continuously 
supervised when in her care and completes daily checks on her home to identify 
and eliminate any potential risks.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop further the planning of activities, to focus more specifically on what 
children need to learn next

n strengthen the evaluation of teaching to identify how to improve it and to raise 
the quality of education to a higher level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY465699

Local authority Milton Keynes

Inspection number 10228837

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 18

Number of children on roll 6

Date of previous inspection 28 February 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2013. She lives in Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire. 
The childminder employs two assistants. She offers care all day, Monday to Friday, 
throughout the year. The childminder is in receipt of funding for the provision of 
free early education to children aged three years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Perkin

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises her 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for their early years 
foundation stage curriculum.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of all adults living on the premises. 

n The childminder and the inspector observed children playing and discussed their 
learning and development.

n The inspector talked to the childminder, her assistants and the children at 
appropriate times during the inspection. 

n Parents shared their views through verbal and written feedback. The inspector 
took account of these views.

Inspection report: Childminder report
29 November 2022 4



We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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