
Childminder report

Inspection date: 3 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The highly qualified childminder provides a homely environment where children 
develop confidence and self-esteem. The childminder takes time to get to know 
children well during flexible settling-in sessions. This means she knows what 
children like and how to motivate them to learn. The childminders curriculum for 
literacy is ambitious. For example, she reads children's favourite books to them. 
She listens to their requests to sing preferred songs and enhances the experience 
as they watch the televised version of the story together. Children select books 
independently and enjoy looking at the illustrations. The childminder is enthusiastic 
in her story telling. Children join in repeating familiar phrases. This means children 
develop a keen interest in reading in preparation for school.

Children show from their beaming smiles and the friendly interactions with the 
childminder that they are completely at ease and feel safe in her care. The 
childminder teaches children about kindness and compassion. For example, 
children take care of the pet hamster. They check that the small animal is able to 
run around safely in the hamster wheel. Older children thoughtfully share fresh 
fruit with younger children and tell them it is their turn to have a go during 
activities. Young children relish the opportunity to find a centipede or a spider 
during a lively bug hunt. Overall, the childminder teaches children about positive 
behaviour. She provides plenty of praise which helps children to learn right from 
wrong. Children are encouraged to share toys and equipment with their friends.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder keeps all mandatory training updated and identifies her 
individual training needs. The childminder leads a playgroup where she is able to 
speak with her childminder peers. This helps her to keep abreast of any changes 
to early years practice. The childminder uses the new knowledge gained to make 
improvements to the provision. This has helped her to maintain a good standard. 

n The childminder monitors children's progress which means she has a good 
understanding of children's knowledge and skills. The childminder uses what she 
knows about each child to identify appropriate next steps in learning. However, 
sometimes the childminder does not implement the intended curriculum so that 
children learn what they need to learn right now. This is more evident in how 
she supports children's communication and language. The childminder 
occasionally uses incorrect vocabulary during her interactions with children. 
Children learn some inaccurate pronunciation of words. The childminder does 
not always provide children with sufficient time to practise their speaking. 
Nonetheless, children are developing their language skills and make good 
progress ready for future learning.

n The childminder helps to broaden children's experiences and promotes an 

Inspection report: Childminder report
3 April 2024 2



understanding and respect for people and communities beyond their own. For 
example, children learn about other cultures and skilfully use scissors to make 
Chinese dragon cuttings. The childminder takes children to local play centres, 
the park and to the farm. During these trips children socialise and the 
childminder teaches them about road safety. This contributes towards children's 
awareness of how to stay safe in preparation for life in modern Britain.

n Partnership with parents is strong. Parents are complimentary about the 
personalised care and close attention that children receive. They say their 
children do not want to leave. Parents are informed about children's 
achievements and progress. They are extremely happy that the childminder acts 
on their suggestions to support children's learning and care. This provides 
consistency in supporting children's development.

n The childminder is cheerful and supportive and children are encouraged to be 
gentle, take turns and listen to others. However, the childminder does not always 
ensure that the strategies used for promoting positive behaviour are consistently 
applied and shared with parents. This sometimes leads to confusion and children 
not understanding the expectations of behaviour. That said children's behaviour 
is good overall, in relation to their developmental stage.

n Children are becoming very independent. They make choices from exciting 
resources in the playroom and are secure because know the routines well. 
Children help themselves to fresh drinking water and independently butter a 
slice of toast for breakfast. The childminder promotes children's physical health 
effectively. For example, she provides opportunities for active play and children 
jump rigorously like rabbits. Hygiene routines are fully understood by the 
children, such as wiping their hands before eating snack and taking their shoes 
off on arrival. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n implement the intended curriculum consistently, particularly regarding 
communication and language and help children to make the very best progress 
in their speaking

n review and strengthen the strategies used for promoting positive behaviour so 
that they are consistently understood and applied and children gain more 
understanding of acceptable behaviours.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY461995

Local authority Tameside

Inspection number 10336204

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 4

Date of previous inspection 12 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2013 and lives in Audenshaw. She operates all year 
round from 7.30am until 5pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and 
family holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate early years qualification at 
level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Layla Davies

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The quality of education was observed and the inspector assessed the impact 
this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector and childminder discussed the intent of her curriculum.
n The childminder and the inspector evaluated an activity together.
n Relevant documentation was checked and discussed, such as training 

certificates. The inspector reviewed the childminder's self-evaluation and 
checked evidence of her suitability and the suitability of her household members.

n Children were spoken to when appropriate.
n Parents shared their views with the inspector
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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