
Childminder report

Inspection date: 17 August 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settle well. They separate with ease from their parents. 
The childminder greets children and their parents at the door and children beam 
and smile as she says hello and takes them from their parents. There is a strong 
focus on developing children's social and emotional skills. Children feel safe and 
secure. They form strong bonds with the childminder and her assistant. The 
childminder wants all children to be happy and feel safe in her care as this helps 
them become successful learners.

Children can independently access toys which captivate their interest. The 
childminder and her assistant skilfully play and interact alongside the children and 
enhance their play. For example, when children show an interest in cars, the 
childminder builds ramps for them to roll the cars down. She talks to them about 
whether the car is going fast or slow.

Children's self-care skills are supported well. The childminder encourages children 
to be independent. Children learn that they need to wash their hands after going to 
the toilet and before they eat. Older children independently do this, and younger 
children receive support. All children are given wipes and they look in the mirror as 
they clean their own faces. The childminder teaches children about good oral 
hygiene. They talk about going to the dentist and how they need to keep their 
teeth clean. This helps to support children's good health.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder gathers information from parents and uses this to plan a broad 
and varied curriculum using children's interests. The childminder shares 
information with parents about their child's progress. However, parents are not 
always involved with assessments that the childminder completes, for example, 
the two-year-old progress checks. The childminder is considering ways to involve 
parents in the assessment progress so that they can support their child's 
learning at home.

n The childminder and her assistant complete training which helps to support their 
professional development. The childminder monitors the quality of teaching for 
her assistant. They have regular feedback sessions to discuss what went well 
and what didn't. This reflective practice helps to ensure that the quality of the 
provision and the curriculum is always good.

n Children enjoy going on outings. Regular trips are planned to local parks and the 
library. This helps children learn about communities that are different to their 
own. The childminder and her assistant teach children how to be respectful and 
kind. Recently, for an event celebrating kindness, they took chocolates to the 
library to share to say thank you for letting them use the facilities.
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n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents comment that their children really 
enjoy coming to the childminder. They feel that their children are safe, happy 
and have made lots of progress while in the care of the childminder and her 
assistant.

n Children enjoy lots of fresh air. The childminder and her assistant take children 
to local forest-school sessions. Children learn about growth and what plants 
need to keep healthy. They are growing pumpkins and will use these for 
activities in the autumn. Children play outdoors at the childminder's. They use 
their large-muscle skills to climb and slide down apparatus. Young children use 
soft play apparatus to crawl and climb on. This helps to strengthen core muscle 
skills in their developing physical skills.

n There is a good mixture of child-led and adult-led activities. Children choose to 
look at and use musical instruments and this leads on to singing songs. The 
childminder and her assistant initiate a role-play game where jelly is used to 
feed the toy dolls. However, on occasions, not all adult-led activities are planned 
with a learning intention to meet the needs of all the children and their differing 
abilities.  

n The childminder supports children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. She works with the parents and liaises with external agencies. This 
ensures a holistic approach for all children. The childminder ensures that 
children receive their entitlement to funding. She works with the local authority 
to provide spaces for children during school holidays. A programme of physical 
activities and meals is provided for them.

n Children behave well. The childminder and her assistant support children to 
manage their feelings. They have circle time and sing a hello song to each other 
and talk about how they are feeling today. At lunchtime, when the younger 
children start to get tired, the older children comfort them as they stroke their 
hair and put their arms around their shoulders. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder and her assistant ensure that they regularly keep up to date with 
safeguarding. They attend regular training and receive updates from their local 
children's safeguarding partnership. The childminder and her assistant are aware of 
the signs and symptoms to be aware of which may indicate a child is at risk of 
harm. They know the procedures to follow to report concerns about children in 
their care and the process to follow in the event an allegation is made. The 
childminder is diligent in her duty to keep Ofsted informed of any significant events 
which may affect suitability.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n plan with more precision for adult-led activities so that they meet a learning 
intention for each child to help them achieve the best possible outcome

n strengthen further the partnership with parents by involving them in 
assessments, to help them support their child's learning at home to help children 
make even more progress.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY461956

Local authority Solihull

Inspection number 10304608

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 1 December 2021

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2013 and lives in Castle Bromwich. She operates all 
year round, from 7am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and 
family holidays. The childminder offers funded early education places for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. She works with an assistant. The childminder and 
her assistant both hold appropriate qualifications at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Johanna Holt
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
childmnder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder.

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises their 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for their early years 
foundation stage curriculum.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder of an adult-led 
activity completed by her assistant.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Childminder report
17 August 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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