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Nunroyd House, Nunroyd Park, New Road, Yeadon, Leeds LS19 7HR

Inspection date: 22 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Babies dip their fingers into paint to make marks on paper. Toddlers smile as they 
sit on rocking toys. They show how they have developed their ability to balance as 
they use these resources independently. Staff are close by to make sure that 
toddlers are safe. Older children ride wheeled toys and climb up the slope to access 
the slide. They use their hands to mix ingredients together, such as flour and oil to 
make play dough. Older children repeat words such as 'squidgy' and 'squeeze' as 
they manipulate the dough. They show their understanding of weight when they 
describe the bag of flour as heavy. Older children add blue paint to the mixture and 
notice this is the same colour as the sky. They use dough cutters and rollers to 
make marks. Older children explain how they are making 'sausage pizza'. Children 
are active learners who spend a significant amount of time in the fresh air. The 
curriculum supports children's physical and creative development well. Staff have 
high expectations for all children.

Children show kindness to their peers. For example, they tell staff how they will 
help their friends to pour water into the dough mixture. Children behave well. They 
show how they feel happy and safe through their high levels of concentration and 
enjoyment in their play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team has taken appropriate steps to make improvements. 
Children now play in welcoming, well-resourced and stimulating environments. 
Babies have black and white resources. This is because staff are now aware that 
black and white patterns help babies to focus their attention. All children take 
part in engaging activities. They have good opportunities to build on their 
existing skills.

n Since the COVID-19 pandemic, staff noted a difference in the number of words 
that some children know and use. Consequently, they set up a lending library for 
parents to encourage them to read to their children at home. Staff have also 
placed chairs in the reception area so that parents can read to their children as 
they drop off or collect. This effective partnership working is helping to close any 
gaps in children's speech and communication skills.

n Children look at books outside with their friends. Staff join their play and read to 
them. Children use words and actions to show how the crocodile 'goes snap'. 
They count one to five, and staff reinforce this learning by asking children to 
show this by finger counting. Children talk about the different animals in the 
story and recall their knowledge. For example, they explain that a baby duck is 
called a duckling. Children also know how to identify a robin by its red breast. 
They learn about different music from around the world. For instance, children 
dance the moves of the cha-cha-cha and the waltz. Staff make very good use of 
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books to extend many aspects of children's learning and development.
n All children have a key person who knows their care needs well. There is also a 

buddy system in place to make sure that children receive continuity of care 
when their key person is absent. Staff support children's emotional well-being 
well. 

n Effective systems are in place for the supervision of all staff. Staff report that 
they feel supported by the management team, and the team care about their 
well-being. The manager routinely observes staff's teaching and provides them 
with constructive feedback. However, feedback does not always identify 
weaknesses in practice to raise the quality of the provision even further.  

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive good support. 
The special educational needs coordinator and key person work closely with 
parents and other professionals. They offer small-group sessions to focus on 
children's individual learning targets. Children get the input they need to help 
them achieve the best possible outcomes.  

n Overall, staff know their key children well. However, for some planned activities, 
staff are not always clear about what they want children to learn next. This 
means some planned experiences do not always meet babies' individual needs. 
Staff do not always challenge older children's thinking in their play.

n Staff sing nursery rhymes to babies and toddlers as they play and during daily 
routines, such as mealtimes. Toddlers copy actions to point to the ceiling and 
floor. Staff use signs alongside words to support babies' and toddlers' early 
communication skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team has worked hard to address the safeguarding and welfare 
requirement actions raised at the last inspection. Staff have good knowledge of the 
possible signs and symptoms of abuse. They have improved their awareness of 
other factors that could place children at risks of harm. For example, staff are 
aware of the signs that may indicate that a child is being subject to radicalisation or 
extreme views. The management team carry out Disclosure and Barring Service 
checks for all staff, together with other vetting procedures. Suitable recruitment 
practice is in place to keep children safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen planning of adult-led activities to offer more challenge for older 
children and focus more precisely on the targeted learning intentions for babies  

n monitor the quality of staff's practice more closely to identify areas where they 
can extend their teaching to benefit children further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY457002

Local authority Leeds 

Inspection number 10212812

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 104

Number of children on roll 116

Name of registered person Pebbles Nursery Ltd.

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902249

Telephone number 01943879020

Date of previous inspection 22 September 2021

Information about this early years setting

Pebbles Nursery and Pre-School registered in 2013. The nursery employs 20 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 13 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 2 and above, and seven are unqualified. The nursery opens Monday to 
Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm, all year round. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Tucker
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector held several discussions with the management team and staff. 
She looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff 
working on the premises. 

n A learning walk was completed by the inspector and the senior support 
manager, and they discussed the early years provision and the aims of the 
curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed joint evaluations of activities with the manager.
n The inspector spoke with children about their activities during the inspection. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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