
Inspection of The Enchanted Garden 
Day Nursery
Lamb Pens Farm, Kings Clipstone, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire NG21 9HL

Inspection date: 29 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff welcome the children and their families as they arrive at nursery. They offer 
warm cuddles and reassurance when children need additional time to settle. This 
helps children's well-being and builds their confidence. Children form strong 
emotional bonds with staff and they demonstrate a sense of belonging in the 
nursery.  

Staff provide children with experiences in the environment to capture their interest 
and imagination. Children make choices and lead their play while staff provide 
teaching moments to help them to develop further. For example, staff help older 
children to use their physical skills, rolling tyres and lifting wood to create a den. 
They explain to children how to improve their balancing and jumping, praising 
them for demonstrating their growing strength and skills. Children keenly explore 
the natural world around them. They confidently tell visitors which trees are 
'evergreen' and which are 'deciduous' and what this means. Children are curious 
and inquisitive as they play and show that they are motivated to learn. They are 
well prepared for their next stage of learning.

Children follow instructions and know what staff expect of them, including being 
responsible for the environment. They show care and consideration as they chop 
vegetables to feed the nursery animals. They know they need to be quiet and calm 
to not scare the hens when they collect the eggs. Children remind their friends 
what staff have taught them about keeping out of the path of the tyre swings and 
why they wash their hands before eating lunch.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff focus on developing children's communication skills. They speak slowly and 
clearly, using simple words and phrases to support children's understanding. 
They describe what children are doing and ask lots of questions. However, staff 
do not always ask open-ended questions or give children enough time to think 
about what they are being asked to build their communication skills even further.

n Children learn to take care of themselves and keep safe in the sun. They 
understand the importance of wearing sun hats and of keeping hydrated when 
outdoors. Children are provided with opportunities for water play to keep cool, 
and they master the skill of filling syringes to squirt the water. They concentrate 
and giggle when they complete the task.

n Mealtimes are delightful experiences for the children. Children sit with their 
siblings and friends to enjoy a healthy, nutritious and home-cooked meal using 
lots of produce that is grown in the nursery allotment. Staff support children of 
all ages to develop their independence with self-help skills. Babies learn to feed 
themselves with a spoon. Younger children progress to a fork and self-serve 
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their drinks. Older children continue to develop these skills and keenly serve 
themselves and others during mealtimes.

n The leadership team works closely with other professionals to ensure that 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) progress well. 
They use specialised targeted plans to help children with SEND to make the 
progress that they are capable of. The effective use of additional funding enables 
children to access the high-quality resources and activities in place.

n Parents value the uniqueness of this setting. They say that their children talk 
about adventures with excitement and refer to the staff team as 'The Enchanted 
Tribe'. Parents say their children are happy and settled and make good progress. 
They appreciate the daily feedback and regular parents' meetings and how 
supportive and welcoming the team is. Parents also appreciate the support given 
to them and their children in preparation for starting school.

n The leadership team knows the staff well because it works closely alongside 
them. A strong focus is placed on staff well-being. Staff report high levels of 
satisfaction in their roles. They welcome open team discussions and they are 
provided with ongoing professional development opportunities, such as 
supervision sessions and training. Staff attend mandatory training, such as 
safeguarding and paediatric first aid, and keep their knowledge and skills up to 
date. However, the coaching and monitoring of staff are not fully embedded. The 
leadership team does not target gaps in staff teaching practice to raise the 
quality of teaching to an even higher level.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n give children more time to think and respond to questions to encourage them to 
think of solutions and share their own thoughts and ideas

n continue to monitor and focus on strengthening staff practice to raise the quality 
of teaching practice to even higher levels. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY443659

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10337210

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places 55

Number of children on roll 158

Name of registered person Smith, Gina

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909553

Telephone number 07971 441534

Date of previous inspection 14 August 2018

Information about this early years setting

The Enchanted Garden Day Nursery registered in 2012. It is located in Kings 
Clipstone, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire. The nursery employs 15 members of 
childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at levels 2 to 
5. The nursery opens from 7am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round, except 
for one week at Christmas. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. It also offers care to children aged over five years 
who attend before and after school. A holiday playscheme operates during every 
school holiday.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracy Hopkins
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The deputy manager and the inspector completed a learning walk across all 
areas of the nursery to understand how the early years provision and the 
curriculum are organised. 

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the deputy manager. 
n The inspector observed interactions between staff and the children and the 

impact these have on children's learning.
n The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including the arrangements for 

paediatric first-aid training. The inspector had a discussion with leaders about 
the evaluation of the setting and plans for improvement.

n The inspector spoke to parents, staff and children during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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