
Childminder report

Inspection date: 12 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle very well and are warmly cared for by the welcoming childminder. 
They learn well as they benefit from the secure and safe environment that she 
provides. Children feel secure to try things for themselves. They practise different 
skills, such as using tweezers and turning the pages of a book. Younger children 
practise their crawling skills and move their bodies to music that they hear around 
them. Children are kind and respectful to each other as they learn from the 
childminder's positive example. For example, they share with each other as they 
offer their friends a musical shaker to play along with music.

Children explore the wide range of interesting resources on offer. They examine 
pine cones and toy insects with a magnifying glass and find out what sizes of shells 
will fit inside each other. They chat happily as they copy the childminder, who 
narrates their play. They develop good language skills as the childminder talks to 
them in a lively tone of voice. Children have lots of opportunities to speak and 
listen to spoken and sung words. Children are confident to ask for help when they 
need assistance.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder is enthusiastic and caring. She understands how children 
develop and uses this knowledge to engage children's interests and help them 
learn. She finds out what children can do when they first start with her and 
plans interesting activities to build on their skills. She helps them to develop the 
skills to support them in their future learning and for starting school. 

n Children develop strong physical skills in preparation for early writing. For 
example, the childminder helps them to pick up intricate items with tweezers, 
and to peg clothes pegs onto pieces of card to develop their hand muscles. At 
times, the childminder makes lots of resources available to children. In their 
enthusiasm to explore, children do not always concentrate on a particular 
activity for as long as possible. 

n The childminder encourages all the children she cares for to explore lots of 
books. She brings the stories to life with puppets and makes sure that all 
children read stories daily. She extends children's learning through interesting 
experiences and meaningful language. She asks plenty of relevant questions, 
commentating and building on what children already know. However, at times, 
younger children are less engaged than the older, most vocal children. The 
childminder does not always recognise this promptly to engage them more 
equally.

n Children are safe and secure in the childminder's home. The childminder 
carefully considers areas of potential risk to children and takes steps to manage 
these. She supervises children securely and helps them to explore the areas they 
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use while learning how to keep themselves safe. For example, the childminder 
reminds children to sit on a chair carefully when eating so that they do not hurt 
themselves. Children wash their hands and know that this is to help wash germs 
away.

n The childminder has a good understanding of the quality of her practice. She 
targets training at gaps she has identified and those identified at her previous 
inspection. She has set up a local music group with other childminders, to help 
her to work with other professionals to support her professional development.

n Parents are uniformly happy with the care their children receive. They feel well 
informed about things that their children do and the experiences they have with 
the childminder. They particularly praise the way the childminder has kept in 
touch with them throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

n All children enjoy a wide range of outdoor adventures with the childminder. They 
take trips to the woods and paint pictures of the things they find there. The 
childminder helps babies to develop their large-muscle skills as she helps them 
to pull themselves up to standing. She places things just out of their reach to 
encourage them crawl.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a broad understanding of potential signs and symptoms of 
abuse and/or neglect. She has attended a wide range of training on child 
protection matters and processes. This has helped her to understand safeguarding 
matters, such as risks of radicalisation, and how to keep children safe online. She 
has good knowledge of local reporting arrangements to ensure that she can refer 
any concerns about children or adults who work with children to relevant agencies 
without delay. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support children to develop their concentration skills further, particularly during 
free-play times

n plan opportunities to help children of all ages to become more equally engaged 
in the high-quality activities on offer. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY442865

Local authority Central Bedfordshire

Inspection number 10205603

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 4

Date of previous inspection 15 November 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2012 and lives in Dunstable. She operates all year 
round from 7am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family 
holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Naomi Brown
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting. 

n The childminder showed the inspector all areas of her premises and discussed 
how she ensures that they are safe and suitable.

n The childminder and the inspector had a learning walk together to discuss the 
childminder's intentions for children's learning. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 
impact on children's learning. 

n The childminder and the inspector discussed an observation and how the 
curriculum had been implemented. They assessed the impact on children's 
learning.

n The childminder provided the inspector with written testimonials from parents, 
which the inspector took account of. 

n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 
request.  

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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