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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

2 November 2017  
16 June 2015 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children demonstrate through their behaviour that they feel safe and secure during 
their time with the childminder. They are confident, self-assured explorers and 
investigate their surroundings with enthusiasm and purpose. 

  

 The childminder motivates children to enjoy their learning and to join in with activities. 
She is animated and enthusiastic in her approach. The childminder demonstrates that 
children are valued through consistently kind and caring interactions with them. 

  

 The childminder shares information about children's progress with parents on a regular 
basis. Parents have opportunities to comment on their children's learning in their 
individual learning records and benefit from daily discussions with the childminder. 

  

 All children are making good progress in relation to their starting points and working 
comfortably within their expected range of development. They are happy, content and 
sociable. Children behave well and follow instructions. They tidy away toys and sit at 
the dinner table together at mealtimes. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The childminder does not always gather specific information from parents about their 
children's existing skills and abilities when they first start attending the setting. As a 
result, initial assessments are not always detailed and precise. 

  

 The childminder has not yet acted on plans identified through self-evaluation to extend 
her current knowledge of how children learn. This means that she has not yet 
enhanced her teaching practice to a highly effective level that helps children make the 
best possible progress in their learning. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 gather more specific information from parents about what their children already know 

and can do when they first attend the setting to enhance initial assessments of their 
skills and abilities 

  

 build on current knowledge and understanding of how children learn to help provide an 
enhanced learning environment with even more rich and engaging learning 
experiences that help children make the best possible progress. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed children in their play, and discussed the impact of the 
childminder's teaching on children's learning and development.  

  

 The inspector looked at a sample of documentation, including the childminder's policies 
and procedures. She checked current paediatric certificates held by the childminder and 
her assistants.  

  

 The inspector checked evidence of the suitability of household members living and 
working at the setting.  

  

 The inspector took account of the opinions of parents expressed in written testimonials.  
  

 The inspector interacted with children at appropriate times during the inspection and 
conducted a joint observation with the childminder.  

  

  

Inspector  

Karen Tyas 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

Safeguarding is effective. The childminder understands what action she must take should 
she have any concerns about a child's welfare. She ensures children are kept safe when 
they are in her care. She completes daily risk assessments and checks to help identify and 
minimise possible risks to children's safety. The childminder thinks about what she does 
and considers feedback from parents and her assistants when making plans for 
improvement. She understands the importance of working in partnership with other early 
years professionals to consistently support children's continued progress. The childminder 
closely supervises her assistants' practice. She completes all mandatory training and all 
staff hold a current paediatric first-aid certificate. Parents comment they are confident in 
the childminder's abilities and appreciate what she does for them and their children.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

The well-qualified childminder provides a range of resources that are appropriate for 
children's ages. Babies enjoy sensory experiences as they play with soft toys and wooden 
blocks. Children develop an awareness of cause and effect when they play with electronic 
and push-button toys. Children of all ages develop an appreciation for literacy through 
their love of books. They enjoy listening to the childminder read stories to them and 
young children practise turning the pages. The childminder supports children to develop 
their communication and language skills. She sings nursery songs and demonstrates how 
to say new words. Babies babble and the childminder responds by talking back to them. 
Children begin to develop an understanding of mathematics when they sing counting 
songs and count during activities. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Children benefit from regular outdoor play and physical activity. The childminder uses the 
playing field opposite her home, the local woods and park. In the summer months children 
enjoy a mini Olympics competition in the park where each child receives a medal from the 
childminder. Children run through leaves, collect conkers and use the play equipment, 
such as the obstacle course, swings and slides. The childminder offers children a choice of 
healthy snacks, such as fruit and they have unlimited access to drinks of water. The 
childminder supports children's self-esteem through praise, reassurance and gentle 
encouragement. Children clearly enjoy their time spent with the childminder. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children learn the skills and attributes they need for the next steps in their learning. They 
benefit from opportunities that support developing skills for independence. Young children 
learn to put on coats and shoes. They make choices about their play and are encouraged 
by the childminder to express their feelings and emotions. Children are familiar with the 
school routine and young children enjoy collecting older children from the local school. 
This means that when the time comes for children to start full-time education they are 
accustomed to routines and what is expected of them. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY441761 

Local authority Lincolnshire 

Inspection number 1095284 

Type of provision Childminder 

Day care type Childminder 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 18 

Number of children on roll 5 

Name of registered person  

Date of previous inspection 16 June 2015 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder registered in 2012 and lives in Branston. She works all year round from 
7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family holidays. The 
childminder holds early years qualified teacher status and occasionally works with 
assistants. She receives funding to provide free early education for four-year-old children 

and provides overnight care. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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