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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children laugh and giggle as they learn and play with the childminder. She creates
an environment where children feel safe and secure. The childminder nurtures
children and offers loving cuddles to comfort them, particularly babies. Children
make choices about how they spend their day; accessing a secure garden and
dedicated play space. Older children help babies to put their shoes on. This gives
children a growing sense of responsibility. The childminder is responsive to
children's needs at all times and follows their needs and routines. She gives
children regular praise, which helps to develop their positive self-esteem. They
listen to and follow instructions.

The childminder offers a vibrant curriculum which focuses on opportunities and
experiences for children. Children spend much of their time out of the setting. For
example, the childminder takes children to rhyme-time sessions at the library,
where they sing and access a variety of stories. Children develop their physical
skills, such as taking part in yoga sessions and visiting the beach and farm.
Children practise their mathematical skills. For example, when they collect apples,
then take part in making their own apple crumbles.

The childminder takes children to a community café where they meet older people
and people with additional needs. Children learn about others and develop positive
attitudes towards difference. Parents and carers comment that the childminder
shares 'the joy of nature' with children. Children experience growing their own
sunflowers and daffodils, learning to care for living things. They take part in litter
picking and learn about recycling. Children take part in activities to raise money for
various charities, gaining a sense of empathy and kindness.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder has an excellent understanding of how to tailor learning
experiences to individual children. She continually considers how to extend
activities to develop children's learning further. The childminder plans a
comprehensive set of experiences, which cover all areas of learning effectively.

B The childminder uses a variety of techniques to support children's
communication and language development. She consistently narrates activities
and introduces children to lots of new words. Babies and young children babble
expressively and eagerly attempt new words.

B Mathematics is well embedded throughout day-to-day activities. The childminder
teaches children to count as they play and think about the size and shape of
objects. This helps children to become confident young mathematicians.

B The childminder plans learning that children find engaging. For example, after
experiencing snowy weather, children take part in a variety of activities based on
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snow. Children become completely engrossed and babies show impressive focus
on their task. Children show positive attitudes towards their learning.

® The childminder quickly helps children when they find things difficult, such as
when putting their shoes on. The childminder does not always help children to
name their feelings, for example, when they are frustrated.

m Children develop excellent perseverance skills. Children build their hand-eye-
coordination, such as when they make their own snowmen by putting cotton
wool into bottles. When they find this difficult, the childminder encourages
children to keep on trying. Children do not give up until they achieve their aim.
This helps children to develop a strong sense of resilience.

Bm Occasionally, the childminder does not fully support children to develop a strong
understanding of good hygiene habits. For example, children do not always wash
their hands effectively after wiping their nose. This means that there are gaps in
children's knowledge of how to keep themselves healthy.

® The childminder works closely in collaboration with other settings that children
attend. She regularly communicates with them to promote continuity in
children's learning. This helps children to make the best possible progress across
all settings they attend.

B The childminder has excellent partnerships with parents. She communicates
regularly with parents. Parents report knowing exactly where children are in their
learning which helps them to support children at home. This helps children to
learn and develop consistently.

B The childminder undertakes a robust programme of professional development to
enhance her knowledge and skills, including completing the Department for
Education professional development programme. This has further enhanced her
teaching, particularly in mathematics.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B build upon the support given to the children to develop their understanding of
the words they can use to describe their emotions

B extend children's learning about good personal hygiene habits to support their
health.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY441604
Local authority Halton
Inspection number 10368116
Type of provision Childminder
Day care type Childminder
Age range of children at time of

inspection 1to4

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection 8 March 2019

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2012 and lives in the Runcorn area of Cheshire. She
operates all year round, from 8am to 5pm, Monday to Thursday, except for bank
holidays and family holidays. The childminder holds a recognised early years
qualification at level 3. She offers government funded childcare for children aged
from nine months to four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Richards

Inspection activities

B The childminder and inspector discussed the early years curriculum.

B Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector talked to the childminder at appropriate times during the
inspection and took account of their views.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

B Parents shared their views with the inspector.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder.

B The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on
request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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