
Inspection of Little Feet
Callywhite Lane, Dronfield, Sheffield S18 2XS

Inspection date: 23 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show that they are happy and content at the nursery. They are confident 
and demonstrate a sense of belonging. For example, children's family photos are 
displayed and prompt positive interactions and discussion about who is important 
to them. Staff provide activities to promote children's communication and language 
skills from an early age. For instance, children excitedly sit in a circle to partake in 
a familiar activity. They grasp a large piece of stretchy material and move it around 
as they sing 'warming up the pan'. They pretend to pour oil into the 'pan' and then 
tip yellow balls onto the material to represent corn. Children continue singing, 
'sizzle, sizzle, pop, pop, pop,' squealing and giggling as they make the balls fly into 
the air and jump out of the material.

Children develop their physical skills through a range of stimulating experiences. 
They spend time in the outdoor area where they build their core strength and 
agility. Children confidently negotiate the climbing wall to reach the top of the 
slide. They wait patiently for their turn before zooming down to the bottom. Once 
mastered, the children run around the climbing frame and join their friends in the 
line for their next go.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Management and staff provide inclusive care for all children. They show 
consideration for children's individual needs and make necessary adaptations to 
the premises and curriculum. Staff provide children with opportunities to engage 
in the local community. They get involved with the church celebrations and visit 
the care home to sing to the residents. Staff make links with other settings that 
children attend. They share information and activity ideas to help children make 
continued progress.

n Staff carry out activities based on children's interests and prior knowledge. For 
example, children learn about the solar system. They use their imagination to 
create a story about an astronaut zooming off to Jupiter in a rocket. Children 
collectively agree on the name 'Cranky' for the astronaut. They think of a 
problem that the astronaut faces, which is that an alien takes all the stars away. 
The children quickly find a solution, and the astronaut and alien become friends. 
This helps to support children's sequenced learning and embed what they have 
already learned.

n Overall, children behave well. They use good manners and remember to say 
'please' and 'thank you'. Children positively respond to transitions between 
routines. For example, when the tidy-up song comes on, they eagerly search for 
items to pack away. However, on rare occasions when children display 
unwanted behaviour, staff are not always consistent in their responses. As a 
result, the same unwanted behaviour is repeated.
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n The management has systems for staff supervision. Staff comment that they feel 
valued and supported in their work and have manageable workloads. They have 
access to training and take on additional roles to support their professional 
development. However, the staff's knowledge of the curriculum intent is not 
always clear. They sometimes struggle to express what skills they want children 
to gain from the activities provided.

n Parents are positive about the nursery and the staff who work there. They 
comment that their children make good progress, and that they hit the 'jackpot' 
finding the nursery. Staff gather information from parents about experiences 
children have had before starting at the nursery. This helps them to understand 
what children already know and can do. Parents confirm that they are informed 
about their children's progress and given ideas to support learning at home.

n Staff know what their key children can do and what they need to learn next. 
Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
excellent. Staff work closely with other agencies involved with the children to 
implement targeted learning plans. The nursery's special educational needs 
coordinator supports parents to make referrals to other professionals and to 
apply for additional funding.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have attended child protection training. This helps to ensure 
they remain alert to the indicators that suggest children may be suffering from 
harm. Staff know the procedure to report concerns about a child's welfare. This 
includes reporting any allegations made against a colleague. Staff are vigilant in 
following procedures when children are absent, and they monitor children's 
attendance closely. Staff have received appropriate first-aid training so that they 
can respond in the event of an accident or medical emergency. They ensure the 
premises are secure so children cannot leave unsupervised and no unauthorised 
visitors can gain entry.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on staff's knowledge of the curriculum intent so they are clear about what 
it is that children need to learn to help children reach their full potential

n develop staff's awareness of how to provide children with consistent messages 
and support so that children understand and manage their behaviour.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY440933

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10259878

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 125

Number of children on roll 168

Name of registered person Littlefeet Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531321

Telephone number 01246417812

Date of previous inspection 4 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Little Feet registered in 2012 and is situated in Dronfield, Sheffield. The nursery 
employs 26 members of childcare staff. Of these, seven hold a level 6 qualification, 
and 13 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The nursery 
opens from 7am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank 
holidays and for one week at Christmas. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Langley
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk together. The 
inspector spoke with the room leaders to gain an understanding of their 
curriculum intent.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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