
Childminder report

Inspection date: 16 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show they have a positive relationship with the childminder. They are 
confident to approach her for reassurance when needed. The childminder's calm 
and relaxed manner helps children to develop a sense of belonging in her home. 
This results in children feeling secure. They know the routines of the day and are 
eager to join in with the activities the childminder offers them. 

Children listen to the childminder as she speaks to them during play and when she 
gently reminds them about the expectations for behaviour. The childminder knows 
the children well and provides them with activities that capture their interests. 
Children are excited to find numbers as they complete a puzzle, confidently saying 
the number names. The childminder supports children's developing awareness of 
numbers effectively as she helps them begin to count.  

The childminder successfully adapts activities for children who have different 
abilities and extends their learning appropriately. For example, she helps more able 
children to learn the names of the planets in our solar system as they work on a 
puzzle. Children remember these and name planets, such as Mercury and Saturn, 
independently when they return to the puzzle later.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has taken positive steps to improve since her last inspection. 
She has implemented a curriculum that takes account of each child's interests 
and what they already know. The childminder identifies appropriate next steps 
for individual children. The childminder recognises that she can continue her 
professional development and enhance her knowledge about how children learn 
so her interactions and teaching improve further.

n The childminder is effective in promoting children's communication and language 
skills. She speaks clearly to children and gives them time to think about what 
they want to say. The childminder listens to children and repeats words correctly 
back to them if necessary. Children are fascinated by a picture of a nursery 
rhyme character. They have sung the rhyme several times before and so are 
familiar with it. The picture, however, is new to them. They point at the 
character and other features in the picture and say the character's name. 

n The childminder interacts with children well. She knows how to challenge 
children to extend their learning and recognises when she needs to change her 
approach to help children understand. For example, she demonstrates how to 
roll play dough between her hands. The childminder sees that the child is finding 
this difficult, so she shows them how to roll the dough on the table with one 
hand. When the child is successful, they smile broadly at the childminder, and 
they both clap their hands to acknowledge the achievement.
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n Children benefit from the childminder's consistent approach and clearly 
demonstrate their enthusiasm for the activities they want to do. They are 
curious, become deeply engaged in what they are doing and show sustained 
concentration. The childminder is supportive of children. She recognises when 
children are hungry or begin to get distracted and offers a change to the 
activities.

n The positive and sensitive relationship between the childminder and children is 
evident and contributes to children's confidence and emotional well-being. The 
childminder encourages children to become increasingly independent. She 
supports young children to wash their hands, use a spoon to eat their yoghurt 
and wipe their face clean. Children successfully put their own shoes on and 
eagerly help to tidy the toys away when they have finished playing. 

n The childminder builds effective partnerships with children's parents. She 
encourages them to share information about their child to help her continue to 
meet their needs effectively. The childminder provides parents with daily written 
and verbal feedback, so they know about their child's care routines and the 
activities they have enjoyed. She shares ideas with parents to help them 
continue to support their child's learning at home. This partnership working 
contributes to children receiving a consistent approach to their care and 
learning. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend professional development further to improve understanding of how 
children learn to further enhance teaching and interactions.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY437284

Local authority West Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10335918

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 5

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection 13 February 2024

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2011 and lives in Dallington, Northampton. She 
operates from 7am to 8pm, Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank 
holidays and family holidays. The childminder offers places to children in receipt of 
early education funding.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Eastwell

Inspection activities

n The childminder talked to the inspector about her curriculum and what she 
wants the children to learn. 

n The children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector took account of written feedback from children's parents. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact this is having on the children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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