
Childminder report

Inspection date 29 April 2019
Previous inspection date 20 January 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Outstanding 1
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Outstanding 1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1

Outcomes for children Outstanding 1

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is outstanding

n The childminder is an exceptionally dedicated, calm and patient practitioner. Children 
benefit enormously from her undivided and focused attention as they build secure 
attachments with her. Children's emotional well-being is at the heart of her practice. 
She is intuitive and highly skilled at recognising how to meet children's personal and 
emotional needs sensitively and effectively. 

n The childminder establishes extremely effective partnership working. She works 
exceptionally well at creating highly successful partnerships with parents, professionals 
and schools that children attend. This helps to provide exceptional levels of continuity 
of care and learning.

n The childminder makes highly detailed assessments of what children can do. She uses 
this knowledge to plan extremely stimulating activities to help children make excellent 
progress in their learning. Young children develop excellent skills, such as 
independence in self-care, to support them in their future learning.

n The childminder consistently strives to maintain and build on her excellent practice. 
She actively seeks views from children, parents and other professionals in order to 
evaluate her environment, practice and curriculum. Children are motivated and 
enthused by rich and well-planned activities.

n Children enjoy an excellent variety of stimulating visits in their local community. For 
instance, the childminder provides regular opportunities for them to socialise in larger 
groups and make new friendships. Children have superb opportunities to learn about 
the world around them. For example, children are excited to watch caterpillars begin 
their transformation into butterflies.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n continue to access a wide range of professional development opportunities to maintain 
outstanding practice.

Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed all areas of the premises used for childminding.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outside and

assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 
n The inspector took parents' views into account by reading their written comments.
n The inspector spoke with the childminder and children at appropriate times throughout 

the inspection.
n The inspector viewed a range of documentation, including children's records, policies 

and procedures.

Inspector
Alison Martin
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is outstanding

The childminder has a comprehensive understanding of the procedures to follow if she 
has any concerns about the welfare of children. She has excellent policies in place to 
help keep children extremely safe. For example, robust risk assessments are in place for 
trips away from the home. Safeguarding is effective. The childminder identifies 
appropriate training courses to develop her teaching skills. For instance, recent training 
has enhanced her processes for tracking children's learning. She plans to continue 
studying for higher-level qualifications in early years education to improve her already 
excellent knowledge. She skilfully supports children's transitions with other settings, such
as school or nursery. She shares a wealth of important information about children's 
learning and provides excellent communication between them and parents.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding

The childminder demonstrates superb teaching skills. She observes and recognises 
children's interests and shares their excitement in the world around them. She makes 
excellent use of planned and spontaneous opportunities to extend their learning. For 
example, by noticing patterns in the way children play, she expertly introduces them to 
new ideas and concepts. Young children develop their physical skills in a safe, exciting 
environment. For instance, they are encouraged to pull themselves onto play equipment 
and move their bodies in new ways. They are fascinated to investigate direction and 
speed, such as rolling a ball from person to person or watching it roll down the slide. 
The childminder's excellent interactions support children to learn new words and develop
their communication and listening skills. For example, she brings their attention to 
environmental sounds, such as birds singing or water splashing, and describes what they
hear eloquently. Very young children are absorbed with playful activities that encourage 
their interest in mathematics, such as when they hide and count pine cones in the park.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

Children thrive and flourish in the care of the calm and loving childminder. She is an 
excellent role model for kind and considerate behaviour. For example, she provides 
plenty of cuddles to comfort children who are new to the setting. She patiently waits 
before stepping in, to allow children time to have a go and persevere when they 
encounter new experiences. She  encourages children to make healthy choices and 
makes excellent use of the local environment to provide them with plenty of fresh air 
and exercise. Children learn about differences and similarities as they compare their lives
to others in the world. For instance, they love learning about Dutch lives and customs 
during a project about the Netherlands. 

Outcomes for children are outstanding

Children make excellent progress from their starting points. Children practise pre-writing 
skills as they make patterns during messy play or use chalk on the blackboard. They 
persevere with challenges, such as climbing up the slide. Young children make choices 
about where and how they want to play. They are fascinated with small details, such as 
a spider outside, or the sound of small stones dropping into the water tray. Children are 
extremely well prepared for starting school.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY429911

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10074826

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 - 7

Total number of places 5

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection 20 January 2016

The childminder registered in 2011. She lives in Maidstone, Kent. She operates all year 
round from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family holidays. 
The childminder has a childcare qualification at level 3 and offers funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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