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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Staff provide children with a vibrant and welcoming space to play and learn. They 
get to know children's individual needs well and understand how best to meet 
them. Staff provide quiet areas with sensory equipment to help those children who 
need time to regulate and unwind after the school day. They recognise that all 
children have a unique set of needs and work hard to ensure the club is inclusive to 
all. Staff support children to remember the club rules and offer gentle reminders 
about good manners and quiet voices. Children behave very well and have a good 
understanding of what is expected of them.

Children arrive with a buzz of energy, happy and eager to engage with what is on 
offer. They access a wide range of interesting activities and demonstrate a lovely 
attitude to learning. Children show good levels of concentration when taking part in 
a science experiment. Staff support children to explore how colours can be mixed 
to make new colours. Children are enthralled when staff show them how 
ingredients, such as baking soda, interact with liquids to create mini reactions. 
Children are developing their understanding of the world and how things work.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider works closely with the host school to help inform how she 
organises the club. She considers the school topics and what children are 
learning when planning how she will complement this through activities and 
experiences. Children practise skills they are learning at school, such as letter 
formation and number recognition, during play. This helps children to 
consolidate their learning in a fun and interesting way.

n Children demonstrate good levels of independence. They learn to hang their 
coats on hangers and take responsibility for putting their own belongings away. 
Children wash their hands and make choices about what they want to eat. They 
strengthen their hand muscles when using spoons to scoop their own fruit and 
tongs pick up pancakes. Children demonstrate good hand-eye coordination and 
control. They are developing confidence in completing tasks for themselves.

n Staff provide lots of opportunity for children to access the outdoor area. Children 
show confidence and determination when using the equipment. They skilfully 
balance on the scooters and bicycles, carefully navigating the designated paths 
and roads. Staff build on children's knowledge when teaching them to stop when 
approaching a zebra crossing. These opportunities help children to strengthen 
their physical skills, learn about safety and develop a positive attitude to 
learning.

n Staff engage in lovely back-and-forth conversations with children. They talk to 
them about their day at school, what they have enjoyed and anything they have 
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not enjoyed. Staff show patience and give children lots of time to think about 
their experiences and respond to the questions they are asked. This helps to 
promote children speaking skills and their understanding of how conversations 
are structured.

n Partnership working with parents is strong. Parents complete 'All About Me' 
booklets when children first start. This provides staff with information about 
children's routines, likes and dislikes. This helps them to plan activities that they 
know children will enjoy and engage with. Staff provide parents with daily 
handovers about children's day and use social media and text messaging to 
engage in a two-way flow of information sharing. Parents value the 
communication and the continuity it provides for children's care.

n Staff help children to learn about the different things that promote a healthy 
lifestyle. They provide children with healthy snacks and discuss the impact of 
these on the body. Children have different areas to be physically active, both 
indoors and outdoors. Good hygiene procedures are well implemented, and 
children understand why these are important. This promotes children's good 
health and well-being.

n Staff are happy and feel well supported by the provider. They receive ongoing 
feedback on their performance and attend supervision meetings each term. Staff 
complete all mandatory training, such as paediatric first aid and safeguarding. 
They work closely together to share good practice and learn from each other. 
This helps to provide consistency in the quality of care that children receive. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY429552

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10355192

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 105

Name of registered person Morris, Jayne Margaret

Registered person unique 
reference number RP515596

Telephone number 07946515126 

Date of previous inspection 21 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

SMASH Before & After school Club registered in 2011 and is based within St. Mary's 
and St. Benedict's RC Primary School in Bamber Bridge. The club employs four 
members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold appropriate qualifications at level 3. 
The club is open Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 8.45am and 3.15pm to 6pm, 
during term time. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kayte Farrell
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the club.
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke with the provider about the leadership and management of 

the club.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The provider showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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