
Childminder report

Inspection date: 14 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder creates a welcoming home with an inviting playroom. Children are 
relaxed, happy and soon settle in the childminder's care. They have wonderful 
relationships with her. The childminder sits on the floor with the children, and they 
respond positively to her warm and nurturing manner, passing her toys and inviting 
her to play. Children develop good early communication and language skills. The 
childminder adapts her interactions to meet children's development needs. As older 
children play with a train track, the childminder introduces new language and 
information, such as an 'engine'. This helps children to build on the language they 
already know. Babies are introduced to simple vocabulary during play as the 
childminder names different animals and the sounds they make as they play 
together.

The childminder provides good opportunities for the children to learn about the 
world through first-hand experiences. She takes children to visit local places, such 
as parks, shops and green spaces. The childminder helps children to recall these 
experiences and embed new knowledge as they play with the small-world farm 
animals. Older children relive the experience of seeing a pig and talk about what 
they fed the pig and what a baby pig is called.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children display a strong sense of belonging. They move around the 
childminder's home confidently, and older children pop off to the toilet when 
they need to. Children choose what they want to play with and are equally as 
happy exploring and playing independently as they are interacting with the 
childminder. For instance, children delight in independently making pretend 
meals and take great pleasure in offering the childminder the food they have 
made and pretending to feed her.

n The childminder has good relationships with the families she works with, many 
of which have been with the childminder for a very long time. The childminder 
liaises with them about their children's development. She is aware of other 
professionals she may need to contact if children require additional support. 
However, the childminder has not yet developed relationships with other 
provisions the children also attend to help ensure the continuity of their learning.

n The childminder is a good role model and promotes children's positive behaviour 
and good manners. Children show good attitudes to learning and towards each 
other. Older and younger children play side by side, learning to take turns as 
they make choices about what animals, trains and cars they want to play with. 
Older children are gentle and encouraging to the younger children, offering them 
their trains when they want to join in. Children use good manners without the 
need for prompting.
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n The childminder knows the children in her care well. She understands what the 
younger children need to learn next and plans activities to support them in 
achieving the next steps in their learning. However, the childminder's knowledge 
of older children's development is not as robust. At times, her expectations are 
too high and do not match each child's current stage of development. 
Consequently, the intent for some activities does not have a clear focus on the 
key skills older children need to achieve in readiness for the next stage of their 
learning. Nonetheless, overall, children make good levels of progress in all areas.

n The childminder promotes children's self-sufficiency. She encourages children to 
become independent and helps them learn essential life skills to enable them to 
take care of their own needs. Children become familiar with completing various 
tasks independently, such as taking off their shoes, going to the toilet, washing 
their hands and tidying their toys. The childminder fosters the children's self-
confidence and reinforces the idea of being responsible for themselves.

n Children develop an understanding of early mathematical concepts as they are 
supported by the childminder during activities. They learn to count trains and 
develop an understanding of positional language, such as 'on top', 'behind' and 
'in front'. The childminder supports children as they distinguish colours and 
shapes and develop essential mathematical skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder understands her responsibilities related to safeguarding to help 
keep children safe. She has policies and procedures to help safeguard herself and 
the children. The childminder knows the possible signs that indicate a child is at 
risk of harm or neglect and how to report her concerns, including local 
safeguarding concerns, such as how to identify if a child is at risk of radicalisation. 
The childminder carries out risk assessments of the premises to help her recognise 
and remove potential hazards and to help maintain children's safety. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen partnerships with other provisions children attend so that information 
about their development is shared to support their transitions and the continuity 
of their learning

n extend knowledge of older children's development so that activities can be 
clearly focused on supporting their precise next steps in learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY429171

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10279846

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection 2 August 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2011 and lives in Chesterfield. She operates all year 
round, from 7am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family 
holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carly Polak

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder. 

n The childminder and the children showed the inspector areas of the home used 
for minding. The childminder discussed her intentions for children's learning. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 
the impact this has on children's learning.

n The childminder discussed her interactions with the children and how she 
monitors children's progress with the inspector.

n The inspector reviewed documentation, including the childminder's 
qualifications.

n The inspector considered the views of parents through written documentation.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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