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raising standards
improving lives

Inspection date 3 November 2015

Previous inspection date 2 December 2011

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Outstanding 1
early years provision Previous inspection:  Good

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding 1
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1
Outcomes for children Outstanding 1

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

B The childminder is extremely passionate, dedicated and committed to her role. The
pursuit of excellence in all areas of practice is demonstrated by an uncompromising,
highly successful drive to improve. The comprehensive and highly successful systems of
self-evaluation take into account the views of assistants, parents and children.

B Children have a tremendous time exploring and leading their own play in the beautifully
presented dedicated playrooms and outdoor areas. They have a vast range of toys and
resources to choose from, all carefully presented to allow children maximum
independence as they make choices.

B The childminder has a comprehensive understanding of how children learn and
develop. She uses her expert knowledge and highly effective assessment and teaching
techniques to support and challenge the children, and provide a rich and varied
educational programme. Children make excellent progress in their learning.

B Children gain a deep understanding of safety and managing risk. Exciting and novel
activities and experiences provide children with excellent opportunities to practise a
wide range of safety-related play. They explore safety equipment, learn about those
who help us and take risks under close supervision of the childminder and assistant.

B All partnerships in place are firmly established and provide a strong contribution to
children's care and development. Excellent information-sharing between the
childminder and parents, as well as other early years providers the children attend,
creates a collaborative approach to ensuring children's needs are well known and
extremely well met.

B The childminder establishes very successful and effective working partnerships with her
assistants. She provides regular support and mentoring including regular performance
management to ensure the highest possible standards are maintained.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

enhance the already excellent opportunities children have to explore information
technology to support their understanding of the world even further.

Inspection activities

The inspector observed teaching and the impact this had on children's learning during
freely chosen play and during snack and lunch time.

The inspector spoke to the childminder, assistant and children at appropriate times
during the inspection.

The inspector conducted a joint observation with the childminder and assessed the
accuracy of her evaluation.

The inspector viewed children's records, planning documentation and a range of other
documentation, including policies, procedures and self-evaluation tools.

The inspector took account of the views of parents from questionnaires and from the
letters and cards sent to the childminder and left for the inspector.

Inspector
Katie Sparrow
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. The childminder and her assistant are
very clear on the procedure to follow to report concerns about the welfare of a child in
their care. The childminder is committed to maintaining her outstanding practice and
achieves this through highly effective, ongoing professional development. For example,
since the last inspection, the childminder has completed her level 3 qualification. She has
also attended a wealth of training across an extensive range of topics. She uses her skills,
knowledge and understanding to promote children's learning exceptionally well. Children's
progress is regularly recorded and subject to close scrutiny. The childminder is able to
very swiftly identify any emerging gaps in children's development and ensure the relevant
support is implemented where necessary.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding

Children engage in a wide range of interesting and exciting play opportunities across the
educational programme. The childminder clearly understands how best to support
children's learning and development. She enables them to fully lead their own play and
explore their ideas. The childminder then uses her expert knowledge of the children and
excellent teaching skills to help children achieve their full learning potential. For example,
she effectively reshapes activities and poses appropriate questions to extend their
learning. Children have a tremendous time outdoors and use a range of skills as they play.
They use their imagination as they role play in the outdoor kitchen, pouring their own
water to mix with mud. They use an extensive range of real-life resources, such as, pots
and pans, microwaves and utensils. This greatly supports children's ability to call upon
their own experiences to support their ideas. Younger children thoroughly enjoy exploring
the range of technology based resources, however, the childminder has not yet fully
extended the range of opportunities to explore technology she offers to develop this
interest further, particularly with the older children.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

The childminder is highly skilled at ensuring all children form secure attachments and
places the highest priority on supporting children's emotional and physical well-being.
Children are extremely confident, display high levels of self-esteem and are keen,
motivated leaners. Children's behaviour is excellent. From a young age, they demonstrate
a firm understanding of the rules and expected behaviours. They delight in the praise they
receive and respond very well to the behaviour management techniques consistently used
by the childminder and her assistant. Children learn to lead healthy lifestyles. They engage
in inventive activities relating to food and how it grows, supporting a firm understanding
of a healthy diet. They learn how to manage their hygiene and personal needs well.

Outcomes for children are outstanding

All children make excellent progress in their learning in relation to their starting points.
The childminder places high priority on supporting children in their personal and emotional
development and the skills they require for future learning. As a result, children are
exceptionally well prepared for their move to school.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY428557
Local authority Essex
Inspection number 852891
Type of provision Childminder
Day care type Childminder
Age range of children 1-12
Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 9

Name of provider
Date of previous inspection 2 December 2011

Telephone number

The childminder was registered in 2011 and lives in Kirby Cross, Essex. She operates all
year round from 7am to 7pm, Monday to Friday, except bank holidays and family holidays.
The childminder holds an appropriate qualification at level 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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