
Childminder report

Inspection date: 4 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder creates an environment where children can play and learn in 
safety. She understands the children and their needs, and she uses this knowledge 
to plan a curriculum that stimulates and challenges the children. The resources 
engage the children well, and as children play, the childminder encourages their 
communication and listening skills. The childminder provides them with a wide 
variety of experiences, in her home and in the wider community, to build on their 
current skills, age and development. Children are supported to become competent 
and successful learners with a 'can-do' attitude. All children make good progress in 
their learning and development.

The childminder has built extremely special bonds with the children. They settle 
quickly and confidently and turn to the childminder when they need support. 
Children have their favourite toys available for them when they arrive and they 
quickly settle down to play with them. They enjoy giggling and interacting with the 
childminder as they share how they manoeuvre trains around the track and seek 
support to re-attach the bridge to the track when it becomes detached. During 
these interactions, the childminder encourages children to talk and introduces new 
words to extend on their vocabulary. She also introduces colours and shapes, as 
this is an area she is also working on with the children. The childminder builds 
further on these areas as she encourages children to create pictures with stickers. 
She encourages them to peel the backing off and stick them onto the paper, 
sharing the shape, colour or image that is on the sticker as they do this. Children 
play well together and generally share and take turns well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder makes regular observations and assessments of what children 
know and can do. She makes good use of the information to plan for their 
individual next steps in learning. The childminder shares her formal written 
assessments with parents and updates them daily on what their children have 
done in the day, their daily well-being and any new next steps in learning that 
she identifies. 

n Children enjoy their time with the childminder and the life experiences she 
provides to build on their learning and development. For example, children recall 
with glee how they went on a train to the beach and how they made sandcastles 
using spades and their hands, and paddled in the water, which was cold. 

n The childminder notices when children may need extra support in aspects of 
their learning and development, and is quick to provide targeted assistance to 
help them. She makes sure that all children are included in activities, and 
differentiates her interactions and resources to provide challenge for those who 
need it while also ensuring all children enjoy and can engage in them.  
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n Partnership with parents is good. Parents' written testimonials state how the 
information shared by the childminder keeps them well informed about their 
child's day and learning. They state that she provides a 'home from home' and a 
welcoming environment that their children enjoy attending. Information they 
receive shows how well their children are making progress in the childminder's 
care, and they appreciate the details that she shares with them so they can 
support this learning at home as well.

n The childminder shares with children her rules and boundaries and how they can 
keep themselves safe during their play. Overall, children behave well for their 
age. When incidents occur, the childminder is calm and shares why an action is 
not appropriate and gives children time away to calm down and reflect. 
However, some children struggle to understand how they are feeling. The 
childminder is considering ways to assist them to gain an awareness of how to 
self-regulate themselves to support their emotional well-being even further, but 
this is still being embedded in practice. 

n The childminder reflects on her provision. She holds discussions with her 
childminding colleagues, reads information and attends online training to keep 
her early years knowledge up to date. For example, she has identified how 
learning additional ways to communicate could support her practice and the 
children, and is commencing a sign language course. Following a recent incident, 
the childminder has completed a review of the information she seeks from 
parents and updated it to ensure it is robust in the questions it asks. She has 
also put additional measures in place to ensure that children remain safeguarded 
on outings.

n Children enjoy a range of activities the childminder initiates that give them the 
chance to link up with the local community and have new social experiences. 
The childminder encourages children to socialise with others at local groups or 
on trips with childminding friends and their children. Children have many 
opportunities to develop their personal, social, emotional and communication 
skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support children in gaining a greater understanding of their emotions to help 
them become more aware of their feelings and build on their levels of self-
control. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY426939

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10350943

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 10

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 18

Date of previous inspection 18 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2011. She lives in Horsham in West Sussex. The 
childminder cares for children each weekday throughout the year, from 7.30am to 
6pm, except for planned family holidays and bank holidays. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anne Nicholson

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder. 

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about children's learning and 
development, with a particular focus on communication and language.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while with the 
childminder.

n The inspector took account of parents' written feedback. 
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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