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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children cannot contain their excitement as they enter this first-rate club. The 
atmosphere buzzes with high energy and laughter. Children beam with delight as 
they greet their friends and tell them about their day at school. Staff embrace 
children with hugs and listen to them with genuine interest. Children have a strong 
sense of belonging and settle very well. They behave well and demonstrate 
excellent attitudes towards their play. Children help each other with board games 
and explain the rules. They cheer each other on when they score goals while 
playing football and tell each other how kind they are. 

Children are immersed in deep imagination and creativity. They travel to a 'magical 
land' with their dolls and become fascinated while building dens. Children design 
their own celebration cards and are eager to share these with the inspector. 
Younger children spend time building a train track and giggle with delight while 
making aliens from dough. Older children play ring games, read stories and dress 
up as princesses. Children like to spend time playing outdoors. They show excellent 
physical dexterity as they use the climbing frame. They chase one another and 
learn how to balance on low-level beams. Children help to tidy toys away and are 
proud of their club. They develop the necessary skills in readiness for their next 
steps in play. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders vision of going 'above and beyond' is what makes this club so unique. 
They leave no stone unturned in removing barriers to play. Skool Camp is a 
special place, where children feel safe and happy. Leaders aspire for the best 
play outcomes for children. Self-evaluation is accurate and includes the views of 
parents, children and staff.

n Leaders have established a play programme that is built on research, playwork 
principles and what they already know about children. This means that children 
are provided with play experiences that capture their interests. For example, 
children become enthralled while searching for wildlife outdoors and are 
fascinated with learning new gymnastic techniques.

n The support in place for children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) is excellent. Leaders ensure that secure links are in place with 
external professionals and parents. Staff know how to best support the needs of 
children with SEND. They adapt play experiences to ensure that all children are 
included. This means that children with SEND flourish at this nurturing club.

n Leaders give staff well-being high priority. Staff report that leaders are amazing 
and working at the club is like 'one big family'. Leaders value the skills and 
expertise that staff bring to the club. A strong sense of teamwork runs 
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throughout the club and staff morale is high.
n Staff have supervision sessions and appraisal meetings with leaders. They are 

set challenging targets to improve their professional practice. Staff report that 
training has a positive impact on outcomes for children. For example, 
communication and language training has helped staff to better support 
children's speaking skills through play. This training has been shared with staff 
and class teachers to help children become confident communicators. 

n Staff teach children exceptionally well about the world that they live in. Children 
talk about what makes them unique and discuss different festivals, such as 
Chinese New Year. Children relish helping others who are less fortunate than 
they are. They help to collect food for the local foodbank and learn how 
fundraising helps to build schools in other countries.

n Partnership working is strong. Leaders have established secure links with the 
local community. Staff liaise with the schools that children attend and 
complement their learning through play. Parents commend staff on their caring 
natures. They comment that the club is 'truly amazing'. Parents receive regular 
updates about their children's time at the club. 

n Care practices are good. Staff teach children about healthy living and provide 
them with healthy food. Children follow good hygiene practices. They talk about 
why it is important to wash their hands before eating and after playing outside. 
Staff talk about oral health with children and why visiting the dentist is essential 
to maintain healthy teeth.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders have a secure understanding of how to keep children safe and protected 
from harm. They ensure that staff have up-to-date child protection training and are 
aware of the whistle-blowing procedures. Staff know the steps to take should they 
have a concern about a colleague. Leaders teach children about e-safety and how 
to keep themselves safe while online. Risk assessments are robust and the 
premises are suitable for childcare. Staff are first-aid trained and know how to deal 
with accidents. Leaders do robust checks on staff to ensure that they are suitable 
to work with children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY426356

Local authority Tameside

Inspection number 10276707

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 45

Name of registered person Skool Camp (Manchester) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904205

Telephone number 07872 930366

Date of previous inspection 28 July 2017

Information about this early years setting

Skool Camp (Manchester) Ltd registered in 2011 and is located in Denton, 
Manchester. The club employs five members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold 
early years qualifications at level 3. The club opens Monday to Friday from 7.15am 
to 9am, and from 3.15pm to 6.15pm during term time. During school holidays, the 
club opens from 7.15am to 6.15pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Luke Heaney
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in his evaluation of the club. 

n The manager and the inspector had a learning walk around the club, to 
determine the organisation and planning of activities. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children as they 
engaged with activities.

n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of 
the suitability and training of staff.

n The inspector held discussions with the manager, staff and children at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection. 

n The inspector conducted a joint observation of a play activity with the manager. 
n Parents' views were obtained by the inspector through written testimonials and 

discussions.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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