
Childminder report

Inspection date: 4 May 2023

Overall effectiveness Inadequate

The quality of education Inadequate

Behaviour and attitudes Inadequate

Personal development Inadequate

Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is inadequate

There are significant breaches of statutory requirements. The childminder has 
addressed some of the breaches of the statutory welfare requirements notice that 
were raised recently. However, not all of these have been addressed effectively. 
These continued breaches compromise children's safety and well-being. Children 
spend time unsupervised with adults who are not suitable. A first-aid box is not 
always accessible. There is not an accurate record of children's attendance and the 
childminder has a poor knowledge of significant events that must be notified to 
Ofsted. 

The curriculum on offer to children is variable. Adults occasionally use resources to 
communicate activity changes to children. When this happens, children follow 
simple instructions and routines well and make some progress in their learning. For 
instance, when adults let children know that it is snack time using words and 
visuals, children know that they need to wash their hands, and then feed 
themselves their healthy snack with confidence. More frequently, children do not 
receive the support they need to understand what is going to happen next and 
they either show frustration or become very upset. This has a negative impact on 
their learning at the setting and children do not make the progress that they are 
capable of.

Despite these weaknesses, children generally seem settled and have formed secure 
attachments with the welcoming childminder and her assistants. They are also 
beginning to form close bonds with each other. For instance, older children gently 
tap younger children and call them 'baby'. Children learn to do things for 
themselves. For example, they persevere as they try to put their shoes on before 
going outside. Children enjoy listening to stories and look at books independently 
when story time is over.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder cannot be assured of the suitability of individuals on the 
premises who regularly work unsupervised with children. As such, children's 
safety is not assured. During the inspection, the childminder acknowledged that 
this is a significant breach of statutory requirements. She has not taken the 
appropriate action to rectify this. 

n The childminder has a clear intent for the curriculum and shares this with her 
assistants. However, in practice, strategies highlighted by the childminder to 
help children with additional needs access the curriculum are only used 
occasionally. As such, children's progress is limited, particularly in 
communication and language. For instance, adults do not prepare children well 
when it is time to return to the childminder's flat after playing at the playground. 
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This results in a chaotic environment and has a negative impact on their 
emotional well-being. Children then find it difficult to focus on learning.

n In spite of the poor delivery of the curriculum, children have opportunities to 
follow their interests during free play, and this supports their engagement in 
activities. As they explore resources, adults engage with them. For instance, 
adults name a turtle and its body parts in addition to providing a narrative for 
children as they play. Adults also sing songs that they know are children's 
favourites. Children happily join in with some of the words. 

n Children's daily visits to the local playground support their physical well-being. 
Children develop their small and large muscles as they climb and swing on a 
variety of equipment. Adults encourage children to have regular drinks of water 
to keep them hydrated. However, if a child had an accident at the playground, 
the nearest first-aid kit is in the childminder's car or back at her flat. This puts 
children at risk.

n The childminder does not consistently record children's hours of attendance. 
These ineffective procedures for recording attendance put children's safety at 
risk.

n Children learn how to use good manners. Adults encourage them to say 'please' 
and 'thank you', and give them high praise when they do. This helps to build 
children's confidence and self-esteem. Adults give children clear messages about 
behaviour expectations. For instance, adults ask children not to climb on 
furniture as they may fall and hurt themselves.

n The childminder supports parents to complete forms for additional funding, and 
she works in conjunction with outside agencies to support children with their 
learning. For instance, the childminder shares information about children's 
progress with speech and language therapists. The childminder keeps parents 
up to date about children's care and learning through regular conversations.

n The childminder does not have a secure understanding of when to make 
notifications to Ofsted. She has not informed Ofsted that she has changed the 
hours she looks after children to include weekends. The childminder understands 
that this must be rectified.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

Significant breaches to statutory requirements mean that children's safety and well- 
being are compromised. The childminder and her assistants demonstrate an 
understanding of the signs and symptoms that may indicate that children are being 
exposed to abuse. They also know the procedures to follow to report any child 
protections concerns about children in their care. The childminder has made 
adjustments to help to make her home more secure for children. The key to the 
front door is kept in a lock box out of reach of children. The childminder regularly 
checks her home environment for any risks to children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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The provision is inadequate and Ofsted intends to take enforcement 
action.

We will issue a Welfare Requirements Notice requiring the provider to:

Due date
ensure that practitioners and any other 
person who has regular contact with 
children are suitable and, until this is in 
place, these adults do not carry out 
personal care for children and are not 
left alone with them

02/06/2023

ensure that a first-aid box is accessible 
at all times, with appropriate contents 
for use, particularly when on outings

02/06/2023

maintain a daily record of attendance, 
including accurate hours of children's 
attendance 

02/06/2023

improve knowledge of significant events 
that must be notified to Ofsted. 

02/06/2023

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
ensure that arrangements are in place to 
help children with additional needs 
access the curriculum on offer so that 
they can make the progress that they 
are capable of in their learning.

16/06/2023
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY426015

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10287530

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 3 July 2019

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2011. She provides care from 9am until 3pm on 
Monday to Friday, 10am until 4pm on Saturday, and 11am until 4pm on Sunday, 
throughout most of the year. The childminder offers funded early education for 
children aged two, three and four years. The childminder works with two 
assistants. She holds an appropriate childcare qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacquie Brown
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting.

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises their 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for their early years 
foundation stage curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The childminder and inspector discussed how the curriculum had been 
implemented and the impact that this had on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 
request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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