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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the childminding 
 

  
The childminder was registered in 2011. She lives with her husband who is also a 
childminder and one child. The house is in the London Borough of Islington, within 

easy walking distance of shops, parks, nurseries and schools. The whole of the 
ground floor, including a bathroom, are used for childminding and are easily 
accessible. There is a fully enclosed garden for outside play. Access to the 
premises is via a flight of stairs at the front of the premises.  

  
The childminder is registered to care for a maximum of six children at any one 
time, two of whom may be in the early years age range. When working with 

another childminder they may look after eight children under eight years. Of these 
four may be in the early years age range. There are currently three children on 
roll, all are in the early years age range and attend part-time throughout the week. 

The childminder is registered on the Early Years Register and both the compulsory 
and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register.  
  

The childminder is a member of the National Childminding Association. She walks 
to local nurseries and schools to take and collect children.  
 

 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Overall the quality of the provision is satisfactory.  
 

Children settle in well in the childminder's care. They form positive relationships 
with her and her co-childminder, which is evident through their positive 
interactions. Although they have only been in the care of this childminder for a 
short time, she demonstrates a sound knowledge and understanding of their care 

and learning needs. She establishes positive partnerships with their parents, 
ensuring that there is regularly flow of information exchanged between them. The 
childminder has effective partnerships with others supporting the children, but less 

so with other settings they attend. The childminder demonstrates a positive 
attitude to providing a quality childcare provision and further improving outcomes 
for children. She is aware of her strengths; however she has yet to introduce 

evaluation systems to support her in identifying future targets for improvement. 
 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 
further? 
 
To meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must: 

 
 take reasonable steps to ensure that hazards to 

children both indoor and outdoors are kept to a 

minimum by conducting a risk assessment and review 
it regularly. This must identify aspects of the 

18/11/2011 
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environment that need to be checked on a regular 
basis and maintain a record of these and when and by 
whom they have been checked (Suitable premises, 
environment & equipment) 

 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 

 
 further develop observation and assessment systems to ensure that they are 

reliable, show how the next steps are followed through and linked to future 

planning to show that children are making progress  
 develop effective partnerships with other settings attended by children in 

order to support children's development and progress towards the outcomes 

of Every Child Matters  
 develop the use of monitoring systems to evaluate the provision and identify 

areas for future improvement to further promote positive outcomes for 

children.   
 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 
The childminder organises herself well and the setting runs smoothly. She works in 

partnership with her husband, who is her co-childminder, and they both contribute 
equally to support the effective running of the setting. Robust procedures are in 
place to safeguard and promote the well-being of children. These include 
procedures for child protection, which clearly detail the childminder's responsibility 

to safeguard children, and the steps to take if she had a concern about their 
welfare. The childminder takes appropriate steps to promote children's safety in 
the home and on outings. However, weaknesses in the risk assessment means that 

some hazards, in particularly in the garden, have not been addressed. 
Furthermore, records of risk assessments are not maintained. This breaches 
requirements.  

  
The childminder makes good use of her home, which she organises well to support 
the needs of the children. She creates a designated play area in the lounge, which 

provides children with space to play and explore a good range of resources. She 
makes good use of parent and toddler groups and other local facilities, giving 
children opportunities to engage in other activities as well as mix and play with 

other children. She demonstrates that she has a sound knowledge and 
understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage. She continues to develop her 
systems of observation and assessment. These do not yet fully focus on supporting 
children in making progress in their learning and development or link to the various 

aspects of different areas of learning.  
  
The childminder demonstrates a sound understanding of promoting an inclusive 

provision and has taken positive steps to provide a welcoming home for the 
children attending. She demonstrates that all children are valued as unique 
individuals as she considers their individual needs and routines in the daily 

planning.  
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The childminder has positive relationships with parents. She keeps them fully 
informed of children's progress through regular discussions, sharing daily diaries 
and children's developmental records. She uses information parents provide at the 

beginning of their child's placement to support children's individual care needs. 
Although the childminder has formed effective working relationships with other 
professionals, she has yet to establish partnerships with other settings that 

children attend to further promote continuity in children's care and learning. She 
demonstrates a sound awareness of the benefits of such partnerships.  
 The childminder does not yet have systems to rigorously monitor and evaluate her 

practice. However, she is starting to identify some areas to develop and future 
training to attend. She demonstrates a positive attitude to improving her practice 
and further promoting positive outcomes for children. This reflects sufficient 

capacity to maintain continual improvement.  
 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 
and outcomes for children 
 
Children appear happy and content in the childminder's care. They demonstrate 

this through their body language and expressions as they sing and smile while 
bouncing around, freely exploring their environment. They enjoy the positive 
interactions that they share with the childminder as she spends time on their level 

engaging in their play. For example, whilst at the drawing table she spends time 
sitting with them, talking about their drawings.  
  

The play environment is challenging and child-friendly. Children have access to a 
wide selection of toys and resources that provide suitable challenges and support 
them in developing future skills. They help themselves to books and make 
themselves comfortable as they sit on the soft furniture and flick through the 

pages to look at the pictures. They show an interest in the home corner and spend 
time in pretend play, investigating the knobs and buttons on the cooker and 
exploring the utensils available. They show an interest in puzzles as they 

independently try to complete them and receive appropriate support from the 
childminder when needed. The childminder has created an interactive nature area 
that stimulates children's curiosity as they explore textures and colours of the 

different materials.  
  
Daily routines support children's understanding of good hygiene routines. She 

encourages them to wash their hands at appropriate times throughout the day, 
including before eating their meals. They enjoy healthy lunches and snacks the 
childminder provides and their individual dietary needs are fully catered for. 

Children's follow their individual home routines and rest and sleep according to 
their needs. This helps them settle well as their needs are met.  
  
Children have daily outings and regular trips to local parks, groups and other 

places of interest. This promotes children's early social skills as they enjoy 
opportunities to mix with larger groups of children and participate in community 
activities. They are beginning to develop understanding of diversity through using 



Inspection Report:  31/10/2011  

 

 

7 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

a selection of resources that are made available on a daily basis. The childminder 
demonstrates that she is keen to develop this further.  
  
Children behave well and are busy and interested in their play. They listen to the 

childminder and respond well as she praises them for their efforts and 
achievements. They communicate their wants and needs verbally and by using 
sounds and gestures, to which she responds positively. They are learning to keep 

themselves safe as they play through the gentle reminders they receive from the 
childminder. They also learn to keep themselves safe as they take part in 
emergency evacuation practises.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

3 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

3 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
3 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

3 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

3 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

3 

The effectiveness of partnerships 3 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 3 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
3 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 3 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 3 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 3 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Not Met (with 
actions) 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Not Met (with 
actions) 

 
The registered provider does not meet the requirements of the compulsory and or 

voluntary part/s of the Childcare Register.  
 
To comply with the requirements of the compulsory part of the Childcare Register, 

the registered person must take the following action/s by the specified date: 
 

 take that all necessary measures are taken to 

minimise any identified risks (Suitability and Safety of 
Premises) (also applies to the voluntary part of the 
childcare register) 

18/11/2011 

 
To comply with the requirements of the voluntary part of the Childcare Register, the 
registered person must take the following action/s by the specified date:  

 
 take action as specified in the compulsory part of the 

Childcare Register (Suitability and Safety of Premises) 
18/11/2011 

 


