
Childminder report

Inspection date: 1 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have a close relationship with the childminder. They enjoy her company 
and feel safe in her care. Children comb the childminder's hair as they pretend to 
be hairdressers and show her the result in the mirror once they have finished. 
Children behave well and cooperate as they play together imaginatively with their 
dolls. They learn to resolve their disputes about sharing and taking turns through 
gentle reminders from the childminder.

Children are inspired by what is on offer. They show a deep interest in books and 
stories, which are skilfully linked to the topic that is being taught. For example, in 
relation to Chinese New Year, children listen intently to a story about a tiger who 
came for tea and how it ate all the food in the house. They confidently recall what 
happened and talk about their ideas. Children also thoroughly enjoy using 
instruments and a blanket to recreate a dragon dance that they have watched. 
They think about how it moved, the sounds they heard, and the colours they saw.

Children are creative and active learners. They thoroughly enjoy physical play 
activities. They show high levels of engagement as they take part in a yoga 
session. For example, children easily follow instruction, move their bodies in a 
variety of ways, and think about the animal poses they make.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder carefully plans an educational programme, which is centred on 
the changing seasons, various topics, festivals and children's interests. She 
places a clear focus on offering rich opportunities for children to explore and 
investigate their natural environment. This is used as a good base to teach 
children and helps them to make good progress in all areas. 

n The childminder has good subject knowledge of what she teaches and places a 
clear focus on supporting children's communication and language during her 
interactions. New vocabulary, concepts and ideas are introduced to children and 
reinforced to help them retain what they learn. 

n The childminder manages the mixed age group well to keep them safe, and 
children learn to show care and concern for others. However, on occasions, the 
childminder does not help the youngest children as well as possible to make the 
most of the experiences on offer, particularly during planned group activities. 

n The childminder has good professional working relationships with parents and 
offers guidance to them on how they can support their children. Parents report 
that they are extremely impressed by the care their children receive and the 
progress they make. They appreciate the information they receive about the 
activities on offer, what their children will be learning, and the progress they 
make. 
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n Children thoroughly enjoy their fruit during snack time and know it benefits their 
health. The childminder teaches children about limiting sugar in their diet and 
the impact of a high-sugar diet on their teeth. Children learn that exercise is 
good for their bodies and about the importance of relaxation and stretching. 
They also understand the benefit of drinking water after physical activity. 

n The childminder provides good opportunities for children to make marks and 
write as they use a varied range of art and craft activities. Children use 
mathematical language as they talk about size and weight. However, the 
childminder does not consistently use her curriculum to develop all aspects of 
mathematics. This means that there are fewer opportunities for older children to 
recognise numbers and link numbers to the correct amounts as they play.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a good understanding of child protection issues and the 
procedure to follow if she has a concern about a child. All adults living in the 
household are vetted and suitable. There are clear procedures in place to keep 
children safe in the car and on outings. The environment is checked daily to ensure 
the home is safe and clean prior to children arriving. The childminder does not 
allow children to freely use electronic devices that are linked to the internet. She 
prioritises teaching children to respect their own bodies and learn how to keep 
themselves safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help the youngest children to make the most of the planned experiences on 
offer, particularly during group activities 

n develop mathematics to a higher level with older children, specifically in relation 
to providing increased opportunities to recognise numbers and link numbers to 
correct amounts.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY420225

Local authority Dudley 

Inspection number 10074671

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 4

Date of previous inspection 24 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2011 and lives in Halesowen. She operates from 
7.15am to 5pm, Monday to Wednesday, during term time only, except for three 
weeks during the summer, if required. She provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Parm Sansoyer

Inspection activities

n This was the first inspection the childminder received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The inspector and the childminder completed a learning walk together to check 
the safety of the premises and to gather information about the experiences 
provided.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation and held discussions with the 
childminder. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 
adults living in the household. 

n The inspector took into account the views of parents.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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