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Introduction

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children
from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group).
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the
setting where reasonably practicable. The provider must provide a copy of the
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10).

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a
comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is
included in Annex B.

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of
registration.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Description of the childminding

The childminder was registered in 2010. She lives with her family including her
school-aged son in the village of Ranby, near Retford, in Nottinghamshire. The
home is within walking distance of local facilities including park, shops and schoals.
The whole of the property may be used for childminding with the exception of the
small front bedroom on the first floor. Childminding mainly takes place on the
ground floor with toilet facilities within this area. Sleeping facilities are available on
the first floor. The property is accessible by one step. There is an enclosed rear
garden available for outdoor play.

The childminder is registered by Ofsted on the Early Years Register and on both
the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare Register. She may care for a
maximum of six children aged under eight years at any one time, three of whom
may be in the early years age range. She has three children on roll. Of these two
are in the early years age group, with one child attending part-time and one child
attending full-time. The childminder provides care from 9am until 6.30pm and
Saturdays as necessary. She provides care all year round. The childminder has a
vehicle available for her use and is a member of the National Childminding
Association.

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision
Overall the quality of the provision is good.

The childminder gets to know the children well and gives them very good support
to help them develop. They enjoy being with her and make good progress in their
learning and development. Their safety, health and well-being are effectively
promoted. The childminder shows a strong commitment to continually improving
her childcare provision in order to benefit children. She has begun to evaluate
areas to improve, such as more effective observations and assessments. Ongoing
training supports the childminder to make and sustain improvements.

What steps need to be taken to improve provision
further?

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should:

o develop further the arrangements for observing and assessing children;
linking their achievements to the areas of learning and identifying their next
steps to ensure children are supported to reach their full potential including
ways for parents to contribute to this process and to enable sharing with
other providers to promote continuity of care

e extend systems to monitor and evaluate the provision and use these as a
basis for ongoing review to identify strengths and priorities for development
that will improve the quality of provision for all children.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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The effectiveness of leadership and management of
the early years provision

The childminder has a secure knowledge of possible signs of child abuse and fully
understands her role in safeguarding procedures. She has undertaken training to
support this and to bring about improved safeguarding outcomes for children. She
keeps her home safe for the children and takes the necessary steps to minimise
risks effectively. For example, turning dining chairs around so young toddlers are
kept safe. The required documentation for ensuring children's welfare is promoted,
all in place and well maintained. Children use a wide range of resources that are
easily accessible to them and they are cared for in a child-centred, warm and
inviting home where they have regular access to the garden.

The childminder establishes very good working relationships with parents. They
provide feedback on her service and comments include my child is happy to the
point of ecstatic when going to the childminder and childminder is a very warm,
kind, friendly and helpful person. The childminder ensures that she has the
relevant information she needs about individual children, for example, their
routines and likes, so she can help them settle easily. Children's family
backgrounds and home languages are acknowledged and respected. The
childminder is aware to access support and extra equipment for those children with
additional needs. She is also aware to develop effective links with other providers
who may share the care and education of the children and is beginning to develop
systems for this.

Parents are kept very well informed about their child's progress through verbal
feedback as to what the child has achieved that day and how the childminder has
helped support the child. Parents are also given free access to the observation and
assessments records of their child and are encouraged to contribute to them. This
is at an early stage and not yet fully effective in systematically involving parents.
The childminder adapts activities and processes that she feels are not working
effectively enough. She has undertaken training to further her knowledge and
understanding of early years practice and has begun to develop an evaluation
process to improve her provision. For example, she has identified improvements to
be made to observations and assessment records to more clearly track children's
progress and support their next steps.

The quality and standards of the early years provision
and outcomes for children

Children show that they are happy and feel safe with the childminder. Their
independence is promoted well as she allows them to make their own choices from
the wide range of safe and stimulating resources. They play happily and relate well
to the childminder. She interacts very effectively with the children as they play and
encourages them to share and take turns with the toys. She uses good questioning
that encourages children's communication skills and helps them develop their
understanding. The childminder regularly observes the children at play and uses
the information gained to plan further activities that will help them continue to
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make progress. Some of the childminders formal assessment documents are still in
the early stages of implementation to support her planning and aid in the tracking
of children's individual learning.

Children have fun as they take part in a wide variety of activities and outings. They
confidently explore the environment and move safely around the rooms. Children
concentrate well and are well occupied. They particularly like playing with the
musical toys and reading books with the childminder. They show that they are
developing good fine motor skills as they do brass rubbings on a visit to the
country park. Children show an interest in their world as they investigate and use
different simple technological toys. They count together and learn about parts of
their bodies. Children enjoy a variety of creative activities, such as play dough or
painting.

The childminder promotes children's health well by carrying out good hygiene
procedures and daily routines. Children are encouraged to eat healthily and to
drink plenty. They regularly play outside in the fresh air and get lots of exercise.
Younger children who need a rest are able to do so in a safe and comfortable
place. The children are actively involved in selecting from a range of fruit and
vegetables, including their current favourite of water melon. The childminder
skilfully uses outings to the shop to support their awareness of healthy options
when buying food for snacks.

Children benefit from regular outings in the community, such as to toddler groups
or country parks. They particularly enjoy attending these sessions where they also
learn to socialise in groups. They access a range of resources and activities to help
them become aware of the wider world, such as trying African drumming or
learning some sign language. Children learn how to keep themselves and others
safe when out and about. The childminder teaches children about road safety and
fire safety and practises emergency evacuations with them.

This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Grade 1 & Outstanding: this aspect of the provision & of exceptionally high qualty
Grade 2 i Good: this aspect of the provision & strong

Grade 3 ks Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision & sound

Grade 4 i Inadeguate: this aspect of the provision i not good enough

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision

How well does the setting meet the needs of the 2
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 2
improvement

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early
years provision

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 2
Early Years Foundation Stage

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 2
ambition and driving improvement

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2
The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 2
diversity

The effectiveness of safequarding 2
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 2
steps taken to promote improvement

The effectiveness of partnerships 3
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 2
carers

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation
Stage

| The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage | 2

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 2
Stage

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning

The extent to which children feel safe

The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which children make a positive contribution

NININININ

The extent to which children develop skills for the future

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk
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Annex B: the Childcare Register

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:

The provider confirms that the requirements of the Met
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:
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