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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in the calm and welcoming environment the childminder provides.
The childminder gives children time to settle and provides them with reassurance
when they need it. For example, children who are new to the setting have already
built strong bonds with the childminder, who gives them comfort when they need

it. The childminder skilfully adapts the environment so that children have spaces to
go to should they need some time to regulate their emotions. The childminder
knows the children and their families exceptionally well. This helps children to settle
quickly and feel secure.

The childminder carefully organises the environment to precisely target children's
learning and has an ambitious curriculum. For example, she constructs balancing
resources to further develop young children's early walking skills. The childminder
naturally encourages children to take turns during activities and routines to help
promote their sharing skills. In addition, the childminder is highly responsive to
children's changing interests. For instance, she points to her ears when children
hear an aeroplane and encourages them to listen. She comments using verbal and
sign language. Children show awe and wonder as they watch the aeroplane go
behind the clouds.

The childminder is passionate about providing children with a healthy, nutritious
diet. She provides children with cooked meals that are mostly made from her own
homegrown fruits and vegetables. The childminder takes children to her allotment
regularly, where they learn about how to grow and harvest different foods. In
addition, children explore the smell of a variety of herbs in the childminder's garden
and pick their own fruits for snack time.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder is highly reflective. She evaluates her practice regularly to make
sure she has the skills and knowledge she needs to meet the children's needs.
For example, she has recently expanded her knowledge on how to help children
learn to self-regulate. The childminder has applied this knowledge to her practice
to help support new children to settle into her provision.

B The childminder provides children with a rich set of experiences that promote
children's awareness of the world around them. For instance, children from a
young age learn about where the food they eat comes from. They pick their own
fruit and vegetables for snack time. The childminder teaches them to wash the
fruit before eating it and talks to children about its taste, texture and colour. The
childminder teaches children from a young age about checking which berries are
safe to pick and which ones they leave for the birds.

B Partnership with parents is excellent. Parents are very happy with the care their
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children receive and comment that communication is excellent. The childminder
provides parents with advice on weaning, how to support dummy use and potty
training. Parents love the variety of healthy meals the childminder offers their
children. The childminder shares children's progress with parents and what she
is focusing on next, such as supporting children to walk and promoting children's
language. For example, parents feed back that the childminder has shared
Makaton signs with them to use at home.

B The childminder knows the children very well. She offers a home visit prior to
children starting with her so that she can gather the information she needs to
help children settle in. The childminder is also proactive in contacting other
settings children may attend prior to them starting to find out more about what
they like and dislike. The childminder uses this information to plan activities that
she knows children will enjoy. This helps provide children with a smooth
transition into her care.

B The childminder provides children with an extensive range of vocabulary. She
continually comments on their play and introduces new words. For example,
when children explore the garden she introduces different plant and herb
names, such as 'lavender’, 'rosemary' and 'clematis'. This exposure to a wide
range of words provides children with a strong foundation for language
development.

B The childminder promotes children's independence from a young age
exceptionally well. She encourages children to look in the mirror and wipe their
own faces after eating. The childminder supports children to put their own shoes
on to go outside and praises them when they manage to do this for themselves.

m Children demonstrate high levels of engagement and are motivated to explore
the opportunities the childminder offers. For example, they eagerly take part in
picking tomatoes for snack time. The childminder explains to children that when
they wash the tomatoes in a colander the water falls through the holes. Children
enthusiastically watch as she demonstrates this. The childminder thoughtfully
prepares the water tray with colanders so that children can practise these skills
and extend their learning further.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY416595
Local authority West Sussex
Inspection number 10407476
Type of provision Childminder
Day care type Childminder
_Age range of children at time of 1to1
inspection

Total number of places 3

Number of children on roll 3

Date of previous inspection 9 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2010. She lives in Horsham, West Sussex. The
childminder cares for early years children only. She operates from Monday to
Thursday, from 8am to 5pm, all year round. The childminder has a relevant
childcare qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Pippa Clark

Inspection activities

B The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises her
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for her early years
foundation stage curriculum.

B The inspector viewed written feedback from parents and took account of their
views.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this is having on the children's learning.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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