
Childminder report

Inspection date: 29 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder provides a welcoming and homely atmosphere. On arrival, young 
children greet each other warmly and settle quickly, showing that they feel safe 
and secure. Parents are confident to leave their children here. Children are familiar 
with the lay out of the main play area and independently choose their own toys 
and activities. The childminder promotes good behaviour. Children behave well and 
show respect for one another and the childminder. They say please and thank you 
and help each other. For instance, one child eagerly says to another, 'I'll help you 
find Thomas the tank'.

All children make good progress, as the childminder has a good understanding of 
each child's development and learning. The childminder and parents work together 
to support children to progress. Specific areas of focus are discussed, and activities 
at the childminders reinforce children's learning.

Children are familiar with the daily routine. They know to tidy up the toys before 
snack time and collect their chairs. Children connect their own tray to their chair 
and wait patiently before selecting what they want to eat for snack. Children 
identify different fruits and know that they are healthy foods.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder gets to know the children well from the beginning of the 
childcare arrangement. She obtains children's starting points in their learning 
through observation and from discussion with parents. She uses relevant 
guidance to support her in being able to assess the children's development and 
build on their next steps in learning.

n Children are positive about their learning and concentrate well because activities 
are interesting and well prepared. During 'hospital' role play, they use a wide 
vocabulary of new and challenging words, such as 'stethoscope'. Children know 
what the stethoscope is for, as they pretend to listen to one another's heart. 
Children are focused and enthusiastic as they play. The childminder thoroughly 
plans and considers what she must provide to enable children to extend their 
learning. 

n Children develop good speech and language skills with the childminder. She 
skilfully models language and extends their communication. Children eagerly 
take part in story time. They finish familiar sentences and turn the page from 
right to left. Children take turns to listen to each other and are keen to 
contribute to conversation. Children make good friendships at the childminder's 
setting. They are learning to work cooperatively and share toys. 

n Children enjoy being physically active through a wide range of outdoor play 
options, such as the childminder's garden and local parks. They learn how to use 
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their bodies so that they can balance and negotiate space to keep themselves 
safe. For example, young children learn to safely walk down a few steps without 
holding the childminder's hand.

n The childminder supports children to follow suitable hygiene routines. She 
ensures that children wash their hands throughout the day. Children 
independently access water from their own beakers. However, during 
imaginative play, very young children share spoons and place them in their 
mouths. This does not promote children's health or reduce the spread of germs.

n The childminder works well with her assistants, who are attentive to the 
children. Children affectionately talk to and include the assistants in their 
activities. While the childminder is aware of the few weaknesses in her 
assistants' practice, she has not addressed them in the interim before the 
assistants complete training. 

n Children enjoy opportunities to learn about the wider world and the similarities 
and differences between themselves and others. Play equipment and books 
provide plenty of representation of other cultures and lifestyles.

n The childminder carries out the statutory progress check for two-year-old 
children who attend regularly. She uses this as a tool to identify any areas of a 
child's development that may need extra support.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a robust knowledge of safeguarding and has good procedures 
in place to keep children safe.  She understands the reporting procedures to follow 
if she has any concerns about children's welfare. The childminder is aware of what 
to do if there is an allegation made against her, the assistants or members of her 
household. The childminder has risk assessed her premises and has measures in 
place, such as stair gates, to prevent children's access to unsafe areas. She 
supports children's safety on outings by taking emergency contact details and a 
first-aid kit. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n implement effective strategies to further promote health at all times when 
children are playing together

n further ensure the quality of teaching by increasing the knowledge and 
understanding of assistants in all areas of learning and development. 

Inspection report: Childminder report
29 November 2022 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY413077

Local authority Hackney

Inspection number 10235435

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 2

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 2 February 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2010. She lives within the London Borough of 
Hackney. The childminder works weekdays, from 8.30am until 5.30pm, throughout 
the year. She works with two assistants.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julia Crowley

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting. 

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises their 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for their early years 
foundation stage curriculum.

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about children's learning and 
development, with a particular focus on communication and language.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 
request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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