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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are very happy and content in the childminder's care. They chat
confidently and involve her in their games. Children's ideas and suggestions are
effectively facilitated by the childminder, who helps them to develop their game.
Children thoroughly enjoy counting and using numbers in their play. They count
proficiently as they throw pieces of dry pasta into bowls. They receive praise from
the childminder every time they get some in and encouragement to try again when
they miss. Children confidently recall their favourite activities, such as skimming
stones in the sea.

Children guide their own play and learning, making good use of the resources
available. They are polite and show respect for the childminder and her home.
Children enjoy picking cards with various colours on and finding something that
matches that colour in the playroom. The childminder supports this idea superbly.
Children are confident. They manage their own personal needs well and are
developing their independence. Children are well prepared for their next stage of
learning, such as starting school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B During the Covid-19 restrictions, the childminder supported families who were
unable to attend her provision very well. She kept in regular contact with them
and provided a range of ideas for activities that they could do at home with their
children. On return to her care, the childminder reviewed the children's needs.
She supported the older children, who had a greater understanding of what was
happening in their world effectively.

B Partnerships with parents are strong. The childminder actively seeks parental
feedback on her provision to help her to continuously improve and develop her
childminding provision. Parents comment that they are happy with the activities
the childminder provides for their children. They feel that she is supportive and
caring and that their children love being with her.

B The childminder has good management and leadership skills. She keeps all
required records proficiently. The childminder actively seeks new guidance about
developments in early years to help her to keep abreast of changes. The
childminder identifies areas of her practice that she would like to further
improve, however, she has not yet sought appropriate ways to develop this
knowledge.

B The childminder encourages children to be independent thinkers. She helps
them to take ownership of their learning, for example, by making suggestions
for games and activities. The childminder proficiently uses the children's ideas to
plan further experiences. For instance, they pretend to make smoothies from dry
pasta and artificial flowers. This prompts the childminder to suggest that they
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make a shopping list, go to the supermarket and purchase the ingredients to
make real smoothies.

m Children regularly go on trips and outings in the local area. They re-tell their
experiences of finding 'sea glass' treasure on the beach and climbing structures
at the park.

m Children enjoy counting and using numbers in their play. The childminder uses
this interest to plan appropriate activities. For example, she recycles plastic
trays, placing numbers in the bottom. Children proficiently count the correct
amount of pieces of pasta for each number.

m Children learn about growing and planting when they plant, tend and harvest
herbs in the childminder's garden. They encourage birds to feed and observe the
different ones who come to visit.

B The childminder encourages children to share their views with her. She
enthusiastically engages in discussions throughout the day. The childminder
extends the children's thinking, for example, through appropriate questions.
However, at times, she answers the questions herself, not providing sufficient
time for children to consider their responses fully.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a secure understanding of her responsibilities with regards to
safeguarding and protecting children. She regularly updates her safeguarding
knowledge, for example, through training and by keeping abreast of new guidance.
The childminder recognises the signs that would alert her to a child being
mistreated or abused, including wider safeguarding issues, such as radicalisation
and female genital mutilation. The childminder has clear procedures in place and
would take any concerns to the appropriate agency for investigation.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

m provide time for children to consider and consolidate their thinking when being
asked questions

m focus professional development opportunities to raise the quality of teaching
further.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY412236
Essex
10074514
Childminder

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Childminder
1to 11

6
10
16 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2010 and lives in Harwich, Essex. She operates all
year round from 7.30am until 6pm, Monday to Fridays. The childminder holds an
appropriate early years qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Hughes
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The childminder showed the inspector all areas of their premises used for
childminding and discussed how they ensure that they are safe and suitable.

B The childminder and the inspector discussed the intentions for children's learning
and how she uses her home to deliver her curriculum.

m Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while with the
childminder.

W The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and
assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The childminder and inspector discussed an observation and how the curriculum
had been implemented and the impact that this had on children's learning.

B Parents provided the inspector with written feedback.

W The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on
request. This included documents to check the suitability of household members.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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