
Inspection of Doodles Out of School 
Club
Almondbury CE (C) Infant & Nursery School, Longcroft, Almondbury, 
HUDDERSFIELD HD5 8XW

Inspection date: 6 July 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are very happy attending this club. They arrive and immediately begin to 
relax after a day at school. Children have access to a wide range of activities that 
they thoroughly enjoy. They choose where they want to play and who they want to 
play with. There is a free flow of play, indoors and outside, that children move 
between. This allows them to feel empowered in their environment.

Interactions between staff and children are positive and respectful. Children receive 
lots of praise and encouragement. They develop close friendships with their peers 
and giggle and laugh together as they play with various activities. Children work 
together to build water runs with construction materials. Older children kindly read 
stories to younger ones as they sit under the trees. 

Children receive excellent experiences to extend their creative thinking. For 
example, they use their creativity to make kites from sticks, leaves and flower 
petals. Children work out how long the sticks and string need to be and then 
experiment with how to attach them to the kite. Children show absolute joy when 
they succeed in flying their kites.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leadership is inspirational. The provider has a clear vision of excellence and an 
ethos that is understood and shared throughout the staff team. The club's ethos 
reflects that 'all children are unique' and the provider explains the importance of 
recognising children as individuals. The outstanding practice demonstrated by 
everyone is firmly built on the deep respect they have for each other, the 
children and their families. 

n Children enjoy conversing with the staff and articulately share their views about 
the club with the visiting inspector. They describe the setting as being 'amazing' 
and 'exciting'. 

n Children understand the benefits of being healthy. Staff offer children a variety 
of healthy options for snack. Children are reminded to remain hydrated after 
running about outside. They know to wash their hands on entry to the club and 
how to maintain good hygiene. Staff follow children's dietary requirements 
effectively.

n Staff report excellent relationships with the school on site. They communicate 
effectively with school staff. They obtain important information which enables 
them to fully meet the emotional and developmental needs of all children.

n Children have opportunities to enjoy fresh air and to develop their physical skills. 
For example, they thoroughly enjoy using the outdoor school grounds for ball 
games. Children work together to create a challenging obstacle course, using a 
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variety of resources. They learn to balance and negotiate the obstacle course 
independently.

n Children try hard and show great determination to succeed at tasks. They are 
motivated to practise and refine their skills as they explore their own ideas. 
Children show that they have mastered these as they design and create their 
own dragon outside. Older children invite younger children to discuss their ideas 
for the story. Children play harmoniously as they pretend to 'save their village'. 

n Children use the skills they learn, such as colour mixing and printing, to produce 
unique artwork. They experiment mixing paints and talk about what they think 
will happen to the colour and why. Staff introduce words such as 'opaque' and 
'tone'. 

n The provider and staff regularly review the provision. They evaluate the 
activities and environment and make adjustments as necessary. Children's 
opinions are valued. Staff encourage children to talk about the things they would 
like to do.

n The provider and staff team work cohesively together to ensure that the children 
are well cared for. The provider has a positive attitude to ensuring that staff's 
well-being is looked after. Staff say that they feel valued and are given 
opportunities to develop their careers. Staff receive regular supervision sessions, 
which ensures that they understand their roles and responsibilities in the club. 

n Parents are extremely complimentary about the club. They appreciate the good 
level of communication about their child's day and the interaction from staff. 
They like how children can play with children of different ages and feel that this 
helps to build their relationships.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is effective. The provider and staff have sound knowledge and 
understanding of the safeguarding and child protection policies. They all attend 
regular training to help keep their knowledge up to date. Staff understand how to 
identify a child who may be at risk of harm, including being exposed to extreme 
ideas and behaviours. Staff know what to do in the event of an allegation being 
made against a colleague. Regular risk assessments ensure that the premises are 
secure at all times, and any potential hazards to children's safety are identified and 
minimised. Staff are well deployed to support children's individual needs. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY412084

Local authority Kirklees

Inspection number 10117663

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Doodles Out of School Club Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527070

Telephone number 07788 466234

Date of previous inspection 1 August 2013

Information about this early years setting

Doodles Out of School Club re-registered in 2011. It is situated at Almondbury 
Infant and Nursery School, Huddersfield. The club employs four members of 
childcare staff. Of these, one has qualified teacher status, and two hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3. The club is open from Monday to Friday all year 
round. Sessions are from 7.30am to 9am and from 3pm to 6pm during term time. 
The club also provides holiday care from 7.30am to 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Dent
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the club. 

n The provider and the inspector had a learning walk across all areas of the 
provision to understand how the provider and staff organise the curriculum and 
environment.

n The inspector observed activities and the quality of staff's interactions with 
children. She spoke to the provider, staff and children at appropriate times 
throughout the inspection.

n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views. 
n The inspector viewed some documents relevant to the inspection process.
n A joint observation of a planned activity was carried out by the inspector and the 

provider.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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