
Inspection of Beavers Lodge 
Playgroup
Salisbury Road, HOUNSLOW TW4 6BE

Inspection date: 20 September 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Staff take excellent steps to ensure that children settle securely in this warm, very 
nurturing and highly organised setting. They carry out home visits before each 
child starts at the nursery to build very strong relationships with children. Staff take 
full account of each child's needs and interests, for example by making bespoke 
'home boxes'. These contain special items that children like, which they can use to 
provide emotional support as they settle in to the nursery. It is testament to the 
highly caring staff that all children, even children who are new to the setting, settle 
so readily and confidently. Staff value each child very highly.

The curriculum is constructed very thoughtfully and offers children very wide-
ranging and enriching experiences. All children make exceptional progress. Staff 
teach children an understanding of the world in excellent ways. While in the 
garden, staff use life-like toys of minibeasts to teach children the names of 
different insects. They spontaneously direct them over to fresh lavender plants, 
where real-life bumble bees circle over flowers. Children take great delight in 
observing the bees, and staff teach them about different features of the insects. 
Children gain good knowledge of nature. Staff support children's mathematical 
skills in highly effective ways. For example, they teach children to recognise 
numbers in fun and physical ways as they play hopscotch. Staff take every 
opportunity to teach children to count and identify shapes, for instance as they play 
in the sand tray and make circular moulds. Staff have high expectations of children, 
and they support children to behave in very positive ways.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children make rapid progress in their communication, language and literacy 
skills. Staff create social story picture books of experiences or things relevant to 
children. They use these books to stimulate discussion and support children's 
language highly effectively. Staff promote high levels of discussion about 
interesting objects shown to children at group times.

n Children have excellent independence skills. Even the youngest children prepare 
and slice their own fruit and pour drinks. They put their plates and cups away 
after eating, and many of the children gain these skills in a short time.

n Staff place a very strong emphasis on developing children's personal and social 
skills. They set weekly group goals, such as to learn to share and take turns. 
Staff use all activities to promote this area, for example during snack time as 
children take turns to butter toast.

n Staff support children's understanding of emotions very successfully. They 
discuss and introduce the names of different feelings to children during group 
time. Children use emotion puppets, and staff read stories to children to support 
their understanding further. Children gain an excellent understanding of feelings.
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n Children gain an exceptional understanding of good oral hygiene. A dental nurse 
visits the nursery to run workshops for children on how to keep teeth and gums 
healthy. Staff ensure that children get lots of toothbrushing practise on teeth and 
gum models. They read stories to children and discuss foods that maintain 
healthy teeth and gums.

n Partnership working with parents is exceptional. The manager provides 
workshops for parents to support their skills and understanding in different 
areas. For example, she provides workshops for parents on behaviour 
management and developing children's communication skills. Parents borrow 
books and other resources to support their children's learning at home. Staff 
keep parents highly informed of their children's progress in flexible and very 
effective ways.

n Staff provide excellent support for children who have special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND). Of particular note is the highly effective link with the 
on-site primary school. A teacher works closely with children, staff and parents 
to provide excellent interventions to support children's progress.

n The setting provides highly effective support to, and monitoring of, staff. For 
example, the provider works in the group room to model good practice. She 
analyses staff's interactions with children and provides feedback to enhance staff 
practice. She sets goals for staff during regular supervision meetings and 
provides support where needed.

n The provider is extremely committed to staff development and ensures that they 
have plenty of training opportunities. For instance, staff attended a course on 
schemas in child development, which led to better outcomes for children.

n The provider has a precise understanding of the nursery's strengths and where 
to build ongoing improvements. She plans to continue to enhance the provision 
for children with SEND.

n Children gain excellent physical skills. They enjoy a range of challenges in the 
spacious, well-equipped outdoor area. For example, children develop balance 
skills as they walk across a rope bridge and steer wheeled toys carefully in open 
space. Staff organise ball games to enhance children's throwing and catching 
skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY410445

Local authority Hounslow

Inspection number 10355350

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 39

Name of registered person Beavers Lodge Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP529778

Telephone number 02085709347

Date of previous inspection 27 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

Beavers Lodge Playgroup registered in 2010. It is located in Hounslow, in the 
London Borough of Hounslow. The nursery is open from Monday to Friday, from 
9am to 3.45pm, during term time only. There are nine staff, including the manager, 
eight of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications. Of these, one staff 
member holds early years professional status. The nursery accepts funding for free 
early years education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jenny Beckles

Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a group 
activity.

n During the inspection, the inspector went on a learning walk around the nursery 
with the manager.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children and spoke 
with children when appropriate.

n During the inspection, the inspector considered the views of staff and parents.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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