
Childminder report

Inspection date: 11 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The childminder provides an extremely calm, nurturing and purposeful 
environment, where every child is valued. She knows children's individual 
personalities and interests exceptionally well. For example, she understands that 
younger children show a keen interest in music and songs, and she uses this as an 
effective way to support and extend their emerging language and communication 
skills. Children are extremely happy and secure. They demonstrate high levels of 
confidence and self-esteem, and this is because the childminder is highly attentive 
and respectful. She provides children with countless opportunities to make their 
own decisions and lead their own play. She has clear and concise boundaries in 
place, and children show a deep understanding of them. Children's behaviour is 
outstanding. The childminder spends a great deal of time explaining why certain 
behaviours are acceptable and how others might feel. This leads to children 
showing genuine care and respect for each other. The childminder uses her strong 
reflective skills to plan activities that are challenging and extend children's learning. 
She tailors everything she does to meet the individual needs of the children. For 
example, during a mathematical activity involving shapes, the childminder quickly 
extends this further by asking older children to collect only the square shapes when 
they are tidying up. The childminder is incredibly able at helping children to 
become skilful communicators. She adapts how she supports children's 
communication, depending on their age and ability. For example, with younger 
children, she starts words off for them and they confidently finish them. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The passionate and dedicated childminder is very experienced, and continually 
reflects on her practice to ensure the service she provides is of the highest 
quality. She understands the importance of continually enriching her already 
excellent teaching skills. For instance, the childminder completes relevant 
training and carries out personal research, to ensure that she supports children 
to make the best progress possible. She has created a strong network with other 
professionals, and uses this as a way of keeping herself updated and helping to 
support others. She uses the new skills and knowledge she learns to make 
positive changes to her practice.

n Parents speak very highly of the service they receive from the childminder. The 
childminder has built extremely supportive partnerships with them. She shares 
information with parents on their children's learning, through daily discussions, 
diaries and photographs. 

n The childminder interacts with children remarkably well, and helps them to 
develop an unmistakable sense of wonder in the world around them. For 
example, during a trip to the local nature reserve, she creates a sense of 
fascination and excitement when the children find a bud on the floor. Together, 
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they eagerly open it up to discover a flower inside. The childminder skilfully uses 
this as a way to teach children about how and why things grow.

n The highly enthusiastic childminder carries out extremely accurate and detailed 
observations and assessments of children's learning. These assessments enable 
her to plan the next steps, and to quickly identify gaps in children's learning. All 
children make excellent progress.

n Children have outstanding attitudes to learning. They are motivated and excited 
to learn about their environment. On outings, they skilfully alert the childminder 
when it is safe to cross the road, demonstrating their excellent knowledge of 
road safety. They enjoy recalling their previous learning, such as the animals 
that are currently hibernating and the names of different insects. 

n The childminder consistently encourages children's love of books, and story time 
is part of the daily routine. Children confidently choose books to read and the 
childminder makes story time an interactive and extremely fun activity. She links 
it into other areas of learning, such as counting how many animals are on the 
page. Children have a strong understanding of numbers and number sequence.

n The childminder teaches children about the importance of developing a healthy 
diet and lifestyle. Children have access to drinking water throughout the day. 
They are highly independent, and know that their hands must be washed before 
eating and after visiting the toilet. Children develop high levels of independence 
and the ability to do things for themselves. For example, they tidy up and put 
resources away, and put their coats on before going outside.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has an extensive knowledge of how to keep children safe. She is 
vigilant, and thoroughly assesses risks to keep children safe in her home and when 
outdoors. The childminder has gained extensive knowledge from safeguarding 
training. She has a secure understanding of what might cause a concern and the 
procedures she needs to follow to keep children safe. The childminder can clearly 
identify children who may be exposed to extremism or radicalisation and knows 
who to voice these concerns to. She fully understands her responsibilities for 
dealing with allegations, and knows the relevant professionals to contact.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY410032

Local authority Southwark

Inspection number 10138205

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 5

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 4

Date of previous inspection 25 May 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2010 and lives in Southwark, London. The 
childminder operates all year round, from 8am to 6pm, Tuesday to Thursday, 
except for bank holidays and family holidays. She holds a childcare qualification at 
level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Laura Rathbone

Inspection activities

n The inspector took account of the views of parents through written testimonials.
n The inspector observed children playing inside and outdoors.
n The inspector sampled a range of children's learning and developmental records, 

and she tracked the progress of individual children.
n The inspector observed the childminder interacting with children, and spoke with 

her at different times during the inspection.
n The inspector checked evidence of the childminder's training and suitability. The 

inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 
persons living in the household. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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