
Childminder report

Inspection date: 7 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The childminder has created a loving, caring and nurturing environment for 
children. She offers outstanding care and support and puts children's interests at 
the heart of her excellent provision. Working with her co-childminder, she 
meticulously plans a broad and balanced curriculum which motivates children to 
excel in all areas of learning. The childminder is loving, kind and gentle. She sets 
clear boundaries and routines for children which supports their understanding of 
what is expected of them and what is happening next. Children are mature and 
consistently behave exceptionally well. They are kind to each other and are good 
friends. Children take turns with toys without being asked and demonstrate 
affection to the childminder and each other.

Children make excellent progress in their learning and thrive in the stimulating 
environment that the childminder has created for them. The childminder provides 
warm encouragement to help children independently achieve, such as when putting 
on shoes for the first time. She acknowledges children's contributions to 
discussions and uses skilful questioning to establish children's existing knowledge 
and what they need to learn next. For example, during a craft activity the 
childminder stops children at intervals to recap, check their understanding and to 
ask further questions to further develop their critical thinking skills. She patiently 
listens to children as they experiment with new words, such as describing a pine 
cone.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder, alongside her co-childminder, works tirelessly to ensure she has 
the skills and knowledge to provide a high-quality learning experience for 
children. She commits herself to ongoing training and research that will 
positively impact the children she cares for. For example, the childminder has 
completed training on babies' and young children's brain development. This 
additional insight has allowed the childminder to precisely and effectively plan 
for each child's individual learning needs.

n The childminder takes children on trips to libraries, parks and local woodland. 
She provides rich outside experiences for children that they may not have had 
before. This includes experiences such as a train journey to London and a visit to 
the beach. Each outing is a meticulously planned educational trip where children 
are involved in research and learning is extended further, following children's 
interests. This approach ensures that children are extremely motivated and 
autonomous in their learning.

n The childminder is committed to delivering a fully inclusive curriculum. Children 
develop an understanding of the world around them and how to respect and 
look after it. For example, children are taught about sustainability through 
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recycling. The childminder encourages responsibility as she takes children on 
trips to the local community to help litter pick. Children learn to care for plants 
and vegetables in an area of the garden the childminder has provided for them.

n The childminder regularly evaluates her practice and the learning experiences 
she plans for children. She actively seeks feedback from parents to help enhance 
her already excellent provision. She continually observes children's current 
interests to ensure that activities and resources are captivating and relevant. 
Parents provide extremely positive feedback about the childminder's deep 
commitment to them and their children.

n The childminder finds out detailed information about children's home lives and 
people who are important to them. This fosters a sense of belonging in children 
as they recognise and hear a language that is used at home, such as French. 
Children enthusiastically greet the inspector by saying 'bonjour'. Postcards are 
sent to grandparents who live in another country and activities are centred 
around children's unique family set-up.

n The sound of children's laughter echoes throughout the childminder's home. She 
is committed to providing children with a joyful start to their early education. 
Children demonstrate their contentment and happiness during fun-filled and 
exciting activities. They form very strong bonds with the childminder and other 
children. Children feel comfortable expressing their needs in an environment 
where they feel listened to, safe and secure.

n The childminder uses highly effective strategies for children to make choices and 
express their preferences. Children are asked for their opinions and given 
opportunities to make choices about what they would like to do next and future 
activities. This helps children value other people's opinions and develop a sense 
of fairness.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding the puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY409968

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10368081

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 2

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 4

Date of previous inspection 7 March 2019

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2010 and lives in Epsom, Surrey. She works with a 
co-childminder, who lives next door. The childminder operates Monday to Thursday 
from 8am to 5pm. The childminder provides government funded early education 
places for children aged from nine months to four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Lambert

Inspection activities

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises their 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for their early years 
foundation stage curriculum.

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about children's learning and 
development with a particular focus on communication and language. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and the 
children.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.
n The inspector spoke to the children throughout the inspection.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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