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The quality of education Outstanding
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

The childminder warmly welcomes the children into her home and her family. She
provides a highly nurturing environment 'which is like a home from home.'
Children's behaviour is exemplary. They follow the structure and routines set out by
the childminder with ease. For example, the children tidy the toys away and wash
their hands prior to having their lunch. The children excitedly play with the
activities set out. The childminder encourages them to play together, taking turns
while she adapts the activities to suit the age of the child. She constantly offers
children new challenges to help them thrive. The children are immensely happy
and confident learners, who enjoy every aspect of their learning. The childminder is
very attentive to the children's wants and needs. Children are constantly praised for
their achievements, which helps them develop very positive self-esteem.

The childminder implements an ambitious curriculum which is highly effective. She
plans inspiring activities to support individual children. Every child has unique next
steps to help them progress in their development. The childminder carefully
monitors the impact her activities have on the children's development. For
example, she closely considers the challenges children have using one handed
tools. She then provides additional activities to assist this, and through repetition
and scaffolding children achieve their full potential. These activities also follow the
children's interest, keeping them excited and motivated to achieve when challenge
occurs. For example, children use scissors to cut the string to 'free the Planets'. The
children cut their way through the string, which is tied round a box, to get to the
planets that were at the bottom. The childminder is constantly preparing children
for the next stage of their learning, such as preparing them for school. For
instance, the childminder promotes independence, such as by encouraging children
to feed themselves, and routines such as self-registration.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder is highly reflective of her own practice. She works hard to
maintain her exemplary standards. She researches topics that arise and is
always looking to further her knowledge. The childminder undergoes regular
training to support the children in her care. For example, she researches types of
behaviour children present and strategies that will best assist them in their
learning. She keeps up to date with safeguarding issues that could arise in her
area, to help ensure children's safety. By keeping her knowledge up to date, she
provides high quality care for all the children.

m Children have a love of books, which the childminder successfully fosters. She
enthusiastically reads stories with them and children join in with repeated
refrains. For example, children retell a favourite story while holding their own
book and using props. The childminder teaches children new words and explains
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their meanings. She gets younger children to repeat her and uses visual aids.
The childminder encourages singing and children have been learning number
songs. They have a nursery rhyme displayed each day, such as 'Five Little
Ducks'. Children's communication and language skills are excellent and continue
to progress.

B The childminder knows the children and their families extremely well. She plans
events for the children which are new experiences for them. For example, she
takes children to playgroups that support learning, such as sensory classes and
music events. They also strengthen children's social skills. Children confidently
and independently access a wealth of opportunities available to them. These are
all relevant to their development and make a significant impact on their learning.

B The childminder implements inspiring activities to strengthen physical
development. These give children the opportunity to move in a range of ways,
such as balancing, climbing and jumping. Children also develop their finer motor
skills, for example, by playing with diggers in sand and drawing on boards with
chalks and water. Children use these skills when using one handed tools, such as
scissors and knives to cut. For example, children cut their fruit at snack time.
The childminder promotes healthy eating. Children understand the importance of
being healthy and follow good hygiene routines.

B The childminder provides an extremely inclusive environment. All children are
treated equally, and all their needs are being met. The childminder actively
involves children in conversations about respecting other people's views and
beliefs. Children show respect for each other and the childminder. The
childminder supports children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
She understands their needs and plans appropriate activities to ensure children
achieve in their learning. The childminder makes relevant referrals and works
with outside agencies to provide the best for these children. All children are
making amazing amounts of progress in their learning and development.

W Parents partnerships are very strong. The childminder has worked with families
for a long period of time. She goes above and beyond to support the families.
For example, she works with parents to ease morning routines. The childminder
regularly meets with parents and provides detailed information for them about
their child's achievements. The parents praise the childminder for her calmness
and attentiveness towards all the children.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY409454
Southampton
10306920
Childminder

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Childminder
1to 11l

6
20
30 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2010 and lives in Woolston, Southampton. She
operates Monday to Friday, 7.30am to 6pm, all year round. The childminder offers
funded places for children aged from nine months to four years. She has a relevant

early years qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Harriet Povey

Inspection activities

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of

the premises with the childminder.

B The childminder and inspector discussed how the curriculum had been
implemented and the impact that this had on children's learning.
B The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and the

children.

B Parents shared their views of the childminder with the inspector.
B The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on

request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025

Inspection report: Childminder report 6
20 January 2025


http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

