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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children thoroughly enjoy every moment in this well-organised and homely club. 
They look forward to coming and parents comment that their children are often 
reluctant to leave when they come to collect them. Children learn to confidently 
make decisions about the toys, stimulating games and creative activities they 
choose to play with. Staff help them to persist with tasks, to take turns and play 
fairly together. For example, children choose to develop their own hiding and 
catching games with large, colourful parachutes. They work very well together to 
prepare them and fold and tidy them afterwards.

Children are very well behaved and treat the staff and each other with courtesy. 
They are polite and friendly when they are collected from the school and happily 
share information about their day with the friendly staff. Staff are very positive role 
models, who fully involve children in planning activities and creating rules and 
routines. Children are safe and secure. For example, staff help them to learn to 
cross the road carefully together and increasingly challenge themselves on the wide 
range of climbing frames, slides and other exciting physical resources. Parents 
particularly appreciate the warm relationship that staff build with their children and 
the good quality of regular information they share. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know children very well. They liaise effectively with children's teachers and 
parents in order to support them effectively. Staff support children to behave 
well and have high expectations for good manners and courtesy. They are 
sensitive to children's feelings and needs. Staff spend time talking to children 
and supporting them to find solutions to any experiences that they find difficult. 

n Staff plan very well-considered activities that help them to develop their 
imaginations and support a wide range of skills. For example, children enjoy 
learning to mix delicate colours to paint shells or create model crabs and 
mermaids from pegs and paper cups for their summer beach theme. Staff 
nurture and support children very well as they discuss their ideas and help them 
with their cutting and painting skills.

n Staff create a warm and nurturing environment. Young children play happily with 
older ones and feel valued and supported. Staff discuss children's interests with 
parents when they first start. They make sure that there are toys available that 
will engage children. 

n Staff make a strong contribution to children's health and well-being. They help 
children to understand the importance of good hygiene, such as washing their 
hands regularly. Staff involve children in planning a wide range of healthy 
snacks, baking activities and encouraging them to try new foods. Children enjoy 
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very many opportunities to be physically active indoors and outside. Specific 
projects, such as a topic about the body, help children to find out more about 
themselves.

n The club is very inclusive. Staff are flexible and responsive to parents and 
children's individual needs. They work closely with teachers and parents to 
match care closely to children's needs, including those who are vulnerable and 
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n The manager is very experienced and eager to ensure that the club consistently 
meets the needs of children and their families. She regularly reviews the quality 
of the club through, for example, discussions with staff, children, parents and 
the schools that children attend. Through 'you said, we did' information displays, 
staff show how they reflect all suggestions in their future planning. Currently, the 
club is working towards further expanding their services further to fully meet the 
local needs.

n Parents very strongly recommend the club. They feel confident leaving their 
children in staff's care and know that they will enjoy themselves. Parents 
welcome the guidance and very strong support the experienced staff offer them. 
They feel that the club is very much at the heart of the village community.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY403573

Local authority Barnsley

Inspection number 10351084

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 148

Name of registered person Thurgoland Out of School Club Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523294

Telephone number 07748 177686

Date of previous inspection 4 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Thurgoland Out Of School Club registered in 2009 and is based in Thurgoland, 
Barnsley. The club employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, three staff 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above, including one 
member of staff who holds qualified teacher status. The club is open weekdays 
during term time, from 7.30am to 9am and from 3.30pm to 6pm. The holiday 
playscheme is open on selected weeks during the school holidays, from 7.30am to 
6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Andrew Clark
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the club. 

n The manager and the inspector conducted a learning walk together to review 
children's experiences. 

n The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector held discussions with members of staff. He also spoke to members 

of staff at Thurgoland CE Primary School when staff collected children.
n Children talked to the inspector about their activities. 
n The inspector discussed the management and organisation of the club with the 

manager. He reviewed relevant documents. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents and read written feedback to seek their 

views on the club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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