
Inspection of Maldon Community 
Preschool
Wantz Chase, MALDON, Essex CM9 5DN

Inspection date: 28 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The manager is dedicated and committed to ensuring that children are the centre 
of all decisions made, and to provide children with an inspiring, ambitious and 
exciting place to learn. The quality of teaching is outstanding. The curriculum is 
meticulously designed around the children's interests and effectively builds on what 
they already know to extend and challenge their learning to the highest level. The 
manager is extremely passionate in her vision and commitment to providing 
children with a magical place, that is rich in learning opportunities. Her enthusiasm 
is infectious, and her knowledgeable, attentive, and nurturing team shares her 
passion and motivation. All children flourish and make exceptional progress from 
their starting points. Children eagerly arrive and immerse themselves in activities of 
their choice and leave their parents with ease. They show immense curiosity, ask 
lots of questions and are excited to learn new things.

Staff create a most inviting outdoor environment. Children relish their time in the 
garden. They know to take care of plants they grow. Even very young children 
confidently explain to visitors to the setting the importance of watering their 
pumpkin patch. Children sit in small boats, or on tree stumps, around their pretend 
'camp' fire and read stories to their friends. Staff positively promote children's love 
for books. Children understand there is a start, middle and an end to a story. They 
talk about the title, illustrators and authors, and books are respected and truly 
loved throughout the pre-school. A highly effective key-person system is in place 
and children have formed trusting and secure relationships. Children have a strong 
sense of self-worth. Staff have extremely high expectations of children's behaviour, 
which is exemplary.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum is planned effectively around children's spontaneous interests 
and experiences. Staff build on and extend children's learning as they invest 
time in getting to know them. Staff have a secure knowledge of how children 
learn and the intention for learning within the activities they plan.

n High quality interactions are effective and support children's learning. Staff pose 
questions that encourage children to think critically. However, they are also 
skilful in their interactions, allowing children time to take risks safely and 
problem solve for themselves. For example, children work together as they 
negotiate how to release a buggy wheel from a hole it is stuck in. When it falls 
off the buggy they make good attempts at trying to solve the problem 
themselves before asking for help. 

n Children are well prepared for the transition to school. Opportunities for children 
to learn the skills they need to be independent learners are embedded within the 
pre-school ethos. A strong sense of self and confident communicators underpins 
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the promotion and content of the curriculum. The team are proactive to ensure 
positive and meaningful relationships are established with the schools that 
children will attend to ensure transition is seamless.

n Parents speak highly of the pre-school and all aspects of care and learning 
provided. They comment that the team are so welcoming, approachable and 
know their children exceptionally well. They feel totally reassured that their 
children are in safe hands. They welcome the use of exciting and meaningful 
home-learning resources, and information available to continue learning at 
home.

n Children are confident and they demonstrate they feel safe and secure. They are 
positively encouraged to make choices for themselves and have responsibilities, 
as this is securely embedded in the daily routines. For example, children choose 
where they play and when to have snack. They are encouraged to make choices 
as they vote for what story they would like to be read. Children show sustained 
concentration and listen with enthusiasm, eager to predict what happens.

n The manager positively encourages and facilitates staff's continuous professional 
development. Staff understand their roles and responsibilities and speak with 
genuine enthusiasm about their time at work. Staff welfare is considered, and 
they feel valued and fully supported.

n The pre-school special educational needs coordinator is very knowledgeable and 
passionate about her role. Therefore, all children, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities, are supported exceptionally well and make 
very good progress. Early intervention and positive links with outside agencies 
involved in the care of the children ensure a consistent, collaborative approach.

n The environment is rich in language opportunities. Children give running 
commentaries as they play and ask lots of questions to satisfy their curiosity. 
Staff enhance children's vocabulary as they introduce new words as they play. 
For example, they talk about moths being nocturnal and what this means. They 
discuss gravity and force during water play. They make gnocchi and fusilli pasta 
with play dough and even young children who are interested in transport, learn 
about submarines being submerged under water.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY403235

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10351791

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 5

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Maldon Community Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903596

Telephone number 01621859114

Date of previous inspection 17 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Maldon Community Preschool registered in 2010. The pre-school employs eight 
members of childcare staff, of whom six hold appropriate early years qualification 
at level 3 and above. It operates Monday to Friday from 9am until 3pm, during 
term times only. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Hartigan
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting has received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the curriculum and what the team wants the children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation together.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children at the inspection.
n Parents provided the inspector with oral and written feedback.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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