
Childminder report

Inspection date: 16 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are relaxed, happy and safe in the home-from-home environment. They 
develop strong bonds with the childminder and show their great affection for her. 
The childminder has a caring and nurturing approach. She is a very positive role 
model and helps children to be polite, respectful and kind. Children develop firm 
friendships with other children and play well together. They listen to the 
childminder and are helpful and well behaved. For example, children tidy away 
resources when they have finished with them, to help maintain an orderly 
environment. 

The childminder enthusiastically reads stories, using different voices and tones to 
bring the characters to life. She helps children to hear and say the initial sound in 
words and link sounds to letters. Children are motivated and keen to explore and 
learn. They have favourite books and excitedly use props to act out the stories as 
the childminder reads. Children demonstrate good physical skills as they draw, 
make marks and use scissors to cut out shapes. They concentrate and show 
determination as they work out how to fit pieces into puzzles. The childminder 
provides sensitive guidance and encouraging words to help children to overcome 
challenges and solve problems independently.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder promotes children's language and communication skills 
particularly well. For example, she speaks clearly and provides a commentary as 
children play. Young children learn sign language and gestures, which they use 
to make requests. They are strong communicators and learn new words rapidly. 
The childminder asks a good range of questions to engage children in 
meaningful discussions and help them to think critically.  

n Partnerships with parents are strong. The childminder finds out about what 
children are learning at home and uses this to complement her teaching. She 
involves parents in her assessment process and provides activities to promote 
learning at home. Parents' feedback is very positive. They speak highly of the 
childminder and praise her compassionate and child-centred approach. Parents 
appreciate the childminder's support and say that their children thoroughly enjoy 
attending. 

n The childminder makes good use of her assessments to plan for children's 
ongoing learning. She shares information about children's progress with other 
settings that they attend, to promote continuity of learning. Children are keen to 
try new things and make good progress towards the early learning goals. 

n The childminder is supportive and enthusiastically plays alongside children as 
they explore the stimulating environments. For example, she helps children to 
count and order objects by size as they use bricks to create vertical towers. 
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Children recognise some written numerals and are developing good 
mathematical skills. They are resourceful and play imaginatively, pretending to 
go to the shops to buy food. However, occasionally, the childminder misses 
opportunities to extend children's imaginative skills even further.

n Children acquire many key skills in readiness for future learning and school. For 
instance, they competently put on their own coats before going outdoors and 
are beginning to manage the fastenings. The childminder supports children to 
take turns and share resources fairly. She helps children to talk about emotions 
and feelings as they draw 'happy', 'sad' and 'angry' faces on the patio outside. 

n The childminder promotes healthy lifestyles well. For example, children are 
active and benefit from spending lots of time outdoors. They enjoy trips to 
places of interest and attend local community groups, where they socialise with 
others. The childminder uses enjoyable activities to teach children the steps that 
they must take to wash their hands thoroughly. However, she does not 
consistently plan adult-led activities as well as possible to ensure that younger 
children are fully involved and participating.

n The dedicated childminder is keen to develop professionally. She attends 
relevant training and often engages in webinars to strengthen her knowledge, 
skills and practice further. Recently, the childminder has developed a greater 
understanding of how to promote children's early literacy skills. In response, she 
has introduced portable mark-making boxes, which she uses to encourage 
children to write for different purposes.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder understands her responsibilities to keep children safe. She 
completes regular refresher training to ensure that her knowledge of child 
protection and wider safeguarding issues is up to date. The childminder has a 
secure knowledge of the signs and symptoms of abuse and neglect. She knows 
what action to take if she has any concerns about a child's welfare. The 
childminder supervises her assistant well to ensure that she understands her roles 
and responsibilities. She carries out daily safety checks to make sure that her home 
is safe and secure. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help children to build on their good imaginative skills even further
n review the organisation of some planned activities to ensure that younger 

children are fully involved and participating.

Inspection report: Childminder report
16 March 2020 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY402389

Local authority Leeds 

Inspection number 10117485

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 10

Date of previous inspection 18 September 2014

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2009 and lives in the Richmond Hill area of Leeds. 
She operates all year round from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for 
bank holidays and family holidays. The childminder holds a childcare qualification at 
level 3. She works with a registered assistant. The childminder provides funded 
early education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Susie Prince
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Inspection activities

n Ofsted is aware of the challenges that Covid-19 is currently posing to those we 
inspect. During this visit, the inspector took into consideration the impact of any 
measures being taken to slow the spread of Coronavirus by the provider. This 
has included the effect these measures have had on the current attendance of 
the children and staffing arrangements.

n The inspector had a tour of the premises and talked to the childminder about 
how she organises her curriculum and provision. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching and assessed the impact this has 
on children's learning. 

n The inspector jointly evaluated an activity with the childminder. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including evidence of the 

suitability of adults living and working on the premises. She talked to the 
childminder about her systems for self-evaluation and looked at parents' written 
feedback. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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