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Inspection date 29 April 2015

Previous inspection date 27 January 2010

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B The childminder frequently updates her knowledge and skills by attending training
courses. This demonstrates a good commitment to promoting her professional practice
and, therefore, positively improves children's learning experiences.

B The childminder forms close and caring relationships with the children she cares for and
listens carefully to their views. She respects their likes and dislikes and responds
appropriately. This greatly enhances their personal, social and emotional well-being.

B The childminder uses good methods to include parents and other settings in the
children's learning. This means that children experience a consistent approach to their
development and, consequently, make good progress in their learning.

B The childminder provides a wide range of resources and toys. She has a good
understanding of how children learn and develop, which helps children make good
progress in relation to their starting points.

B The childminder frequently praises the children's efforts during activities. This develops
their self-confidence and motivates them to learn.

It is not yet outstanding because:
B The childminder does not fully enhance children's understanding of plants and sensory
learning experiences in the outdoor environment.

B The childminder does not always ensure younger children can easily select mark-
making resources, to help develop early literacy skills.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:
B further develop the outside learning environment to promote the children's experiences

of plants and sensory play

B promote younger children's early writing and mark making skills by ensuring resources
are easily selected for them in the daily routine.

Inspection activities

B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder.
B The inspector observed children participating in indoor activities.

B The inspector held discussions with the children and the childminder during the
inspection.

B The inspector viewed a selection of documentation, including children's learning
records, and the childminder's written policies and procedures.

B The inspector viewed a selection of parents' written comments.

Inspector
Amanda Hartigan
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

The childminder promotes children's learning across all areas very well. There is a good
balance between child-led play and adult-led activities. For example, the childminder plans
focus activities that engage and motivate children to learn. They enjoyed matching
different patterned socks and carefully used pegs to pair them together. Children
participated in this activity for a lengthy period of time. This effectively helps to promote
concentration skills required for future learning. Furthermore, children develop their
understanding of mathematical language. The childminder progresses communication and
language skills very well. She asks useful questions and carefully repeats words back to
younger children. This positively supports their early communication skills. Children
confidently and excitedly filled plastic bottles with dried pasta, and used good control and
rhythm when they were dancing. This promotes good self-expressive skills.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

The childminder is warm, caring and kind. She provides a welcoming environment for all
children and supports their emotional well-being effectively. For example, the childminder
seeks training courses to specifically help manage changes in children's lives, such as age-
related behaviour issues. This positively supports individual needs. Children confidently
approach the childminder for cuddles, and close and loving attachments are evident. Care
routines are undertaken privately, which positively respects younger children's personal
needs. The childminder encourages children to think about their own safety. They practise
regular evacuation drills and enjoy taking their trikes and participating in road safety
training days. This develops good road safety awareness skills. Children celebrate a wide
range of different cultural events, which helps to promote their understanding of other
people.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

The childminder has a good understanding of the safeguarding and child protection
requirements and has recently updated her training. This has positively developed her
child protection knowledge and skills, and her role in protecting children. The childminder
regularly updates and evaluates her practice. She asks the views of children and parents
to help her identify areas for further improvement, which ensures that children receive
consistent, good-quality care. The childminder builds very effective links with other
settings. She frequently shares information about the children with them. This supports
continuity of care. Children's learning files are well documented and shared with parents,
positively supporting a partnership approach. The childminder frequently reviews
children's progress, which helps to identify any gaps in their learning. Parents make very
positive comments regarding the childminder's practice.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY400364
Local authority Kent
Inspection number 838449
Type of provision Childminder
Registration category Childminder
Age range of children 0-8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 4

Name of provider
Date of previous inspection 27 January 2010

Telephone number

The childminder registered in 2009. She lives in Birchington, Kent. The childminder offers
care all day, Monday to Friday.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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