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raising standards
improving lives

Inspection date 24 June 2016

Previous inspection date 1 October 2013

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection:  Satisfactory 3
Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good 2
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2
Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B Good progress has been made since the last inspection. Improvements in the way the
childminder implements her procedures help ensure that children are kept safe and
their health effectively promoted. The home is a welcoming and lively learning
environment for children. They make many choices about what to play with, which
fosters their curiosity and exploratory skills.

B The childminder is well qualified and experienced. Her teaching is good. She
demonstrates a very secure understanding of how children's play supports their
learning and development. She undertakes regular observation and secure assessment.
Children make good progress based on their unique skills and starting points.

B The childminder has a relaxed manner with the children. The care provided is
responsive to their routines and changing needs throughout the day. Her enthusiastic
and caring nature helps children feel safe and secure. They have formed strong bonds
and enjoy being in her company.

B The childminder works well in partnership with parents and other professionals to meet
children's needs. She uses information shared to build on their experiences from
outside her setting. For example, she talks with children about the butterflies from pre-
school and if they have emerged from their chrysalis.

It is not yet outstanding because:

B Although the childminder evaluates and reflects on her practice, her plans for future
improvement are not sufficiently detailed to enable her to raise all areas of practice to
the highest possible level.

B The childminder has not considered fully the ways to help children to reflect on the
similarities and differences between people, families and communities beyond their
own.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

sharpen the way in which reflection is used, in order to identify areas for further
enhancement in practice and make detailed plans to address them

build on the experiences provided to help children strengthen their developing
understanding of people, families and communities beyond their own.

Inspection activities

B Prior to the inspection, the inspector viewed the childminder's last report. During the
inspection, the inspector held several informal discussions exploring her understanding
of the requirements of the early years foundation stage.

B The inspector had a tour of the areas of the home and garden used for childminding
purposes.

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the
impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector reviewed written feedback provided by parents and other providers and
he considered their views.

B The inspector checked the arrangements for first-aid trained adults and their
deployment.

Inspector

Frank Kelly
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good

The childminder is well organised and she provides each child with good individual support
as she thoughtfully organises her daily routines. Her home is clean, tidy and well
equipped. She has effective arrangements for escorting children when on outings. This
helps keep children safe and promotes their good health. The childminder demonstrates
her commitment to developing her service. She seeks the opinions of parents and children
to help evaluate her provision. She has several ideas for future development. Recent
improvements include undertaking some core training and reorganising and increasing the
range of equipment in the garden. The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. The
childminder has a clear understanding of how to identify and report any concerns relating
to the welfare of a child. The childminder monitors children's progress soundly to ensure
that gaps in their development are identified. She understands the steps to take to engage
other services and professionals to help children narrow any gaps in their learning.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

The childminder knows the stage of development and next steps for each child. She
makes good use of this information to prepare challenges for children and to support their
progress. For example, younger children are encouraged to be mobile so they can explore
more. She supports them to pull themselves up and to try to walk. Children are well
supported as they play. For instance, younger children are encouraged to handle books,
lift flaps and turn pages. The childminder enthusiastically encourages children's language
as she sings songs and responds to their babbles. Children are delighted as they create
noises. Their exploration of sound is extended as they are offered musical instruments to
shake and tap. Older children help prepare their own lunch. The childminder encourages
them to count and compare how many pieces of pepper, mushroom and cheese they
create. Some children are beginning to form the letters in their name.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

The childminder successfully helps children to develop their self-help skills, perseverance
and resilience. Younger children master feeding themselves, as the childminder is
unhurried and gives them time to try. Older children learn to master the use of a knife to
safely slice vegetables. The garden provides opportunities for lots of imaginative play and
physical challenges. Children regularly visit the park to play more vigorous games, such as
football. Children's social interactions and behaviour are good. The childminder is a good
role model. She has created home rules and supports children to learn about accepting
the wishes of others. For example, children take turns to decide about which special snack
they will have. This helps them develop an understanding of respecting others' views.

Outcomes for children are good

Children are happy and eager learners. They enjoy exploring their world and testing things
out. For example, older children competently problem solve as they fit together
construction materials. They sit and concentrate as they use writing materials to make
marks and create pictures. All children develop the skills they need for their next stages of
their learning and for school.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY399900

Local authority Wirral

Inspection number 1043335

Type of provision Childminder

Day care type Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children 1-11

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 8

Name of registered person
Date of previous inspection 1 October 2013

Telephone number

The childminder was registered in 2009 and lives in Greasby, Wirral, Merseyside. She
operates term time from 8am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. The childminder has a relevant
childcare qualification at level 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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