
Childminder report

Inspection date: 5 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children feel safe and secure in the childminder's home. They have warm 
attachments with her. Babies snuggle up with her, and older children laugh and 
giggle as she plays with them. The childminder is very attentive to the children, 
and they have fun in the relaxed environment she provides. Children use glue and 
brushes with good levels of dexterity to make leaf pictures, and babies use crayons 
to make marks on paper. Older children offer to help babies with their drawings, 
and the childminder tells them that is very kind but they are their own drawings 
and they like them just the way they are. Babies smile in response.

The childminder intends for children to be curious, active learners and critical 
thinkers. She encourages them to make up their own games and imaginary play. 
Children pretend to make meals together. The childminder suggests that they 'spin 
the pizza like in Italian restaurants'. Children make up catching and throwing 
games with bean bags and involve babies in their game. They clap and praise each 
other's successful efforts.

Parents highly recommend the kind and nurturing childminder. They say that their 
children are thriving and that she has had a major impact on their children's lives. 
Parents say the childminder supports children to be very sociable. They consider 
their children to be well prepared for school and capable of making very positive 
relationships and friendships. Children are extremely fond of the childminder and 
very happy to attend.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children are exceptionally well supported to manage their feelings and 
behaviour. The childminder gives them very clear and consistent routines, so 
they know what is expected of them. She teaches them to be kind and gentle, 
share their toys and play together. Children treat each other with a great deal of 
respect and kindness. They have consistently positive attitudes to learning. The 
childminder gives children praise and encouragement to keep trying when they 
find something difficult. This helps children to persist and feel proud of their 
achievements. 

n The childminder shares books and stories with the children, which they listen to 
intently. The childminder encourages the children to fully engage with books and 
to join in with repetitive phrases, and she checks their understanding. Babies 
point to pictures and help turn the pages of the books. Older children look 
through familiar stories, looking at the pictures and saying 'the end' when they 
get to the end of the book. They talk about books they have at home. This 
promotes a love of books and stories. 

n Children develop good vocabulary skills. They use words such as 'spiky', 
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'hibernate' and 'cosy' to describe hedgehogs. The childminder encourages the 
children to repeat the word 'hibernate' until they can pronounce it correctly. She 
explains what hibernation means and introduces other new vocabulary such as 
'hoglet' and 'nocturnal'.

n The childminder takes children out frequently. They learn about planting and 
growing on trips to the allotment. Children develop good physical skills when 
visiting soft-play and local parks. They get plenty of fresh air and exercise as 
they walk to the local school and talk about their local community and the 
natural world. 

n The childminder teaches children to keep themselves healthy. Children talk about 
what foods are good for them, and they wash their hands independently. The 
childminder attends to the personal care of babies with gentle respect. She sings 
songs to them as she changes nappies and washes their hands afterwards.

n Teaching is consistently good. The childminder evaluates her setting. She reflects 
on activities and considers resources that the children may like to play with. She 
does not make full use of her evaluation to consider how she could extend 
children's learning even further. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. The childminder keeps parents well 
informed of their children's progress. Parents value the support and guidance the 
childminder provides them to support a consistent approach for their children's 
learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend the evaluation of the setting to consider how teaching can be improved 
to support children's learning even further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY397741

Local authority Somerset

Inspection number 10363900

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 11

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 12

Date of previous inspection 15 January 2019

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2009 and lives in Yeovil. She operates all year round, 
from 8am to 6pm,  Monday to Friday. The childminder offers funded early years 
education for eligible children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Den Russell

Inspection activities

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the curriculum is organised 
and the impact on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the childminder's interactions with the children 
throughout the inspection.

n The childminder discussed the leadership of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector spoke to children throughout the inspection.
n The inspector read statements from parents to gather their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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