
Inspection of Attlebridge Montessori 
Nursery School
The Stable, Church Farm, Old Fakenham Road, Attlebridge, NORWICH NR9 5ST

Inspection date: 13 September 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The provider has built a dedicated and knowledgeable staff team who are fully 
committed to providing a wonderfully nurturing, homely and warm nursery where 
children flourish. They implement an inspirational curriculum that is built around 
Montessori principles. All staff receive the specific support that they need to enable 
them to fully understand and successfully deliver the exacting curriculum 
intentions.

Staff provide an exceptionally calm and well-ordered environment and simple, 
predictable routines that create a safe and consistent experience where children 
swiftly grow in confidence. Children quickly gain the skills necessary to 
independently wash their hands, select their activities and dress themselves. They 
display exceptionally high levels of well-being and become deeply involved in their 
play. Children demonstrate immense pride in how they care for their environment 
as they diligently ensure that toys they have finished with are carefully returned for 
the next child to use.

Staff consistently model the respectful and harmonious behaviours that they teach 
children. Children learn the empathy needed to build and maintain friendships and 
confidence in their ability to persist and succeed. All children receive the precise 
support that they need to extend their knowledge and skills, to prepare them for 
school, and develop a life-long love of learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff display, by their behaviours and words, that they feel highly valued and 
thoroughly enjoy working with each other and the children. Staff turnover is rare 
and the provider plans carefully for changes in staffing. The provider implements 
a rigorous and exacting process of recruitment and induction for new staff that 
fully equips them to be confident in delivering the ambitious curriculum.  

n Staff's promotion of children's speaking and listening skills is superb. They 
quietly listen to, and engage in conversations with children. Staff intentionally 
introduce new vocabulary to children through stories, songs and conversations 
that are linked to children's play and fascinations. Staff give children the time 
and space to share their thoughts and feelings. They check carefully that they 
have understood what children are saying to accurately assess and extend 
children's prior knowledge and understanding. Children become skilful and 
motivated communicators.

n Children develop supreme confidence in leading their own learning, supported by 
the exceptionally calm and orderly environment staff provide. Children swiftly 
learn that they can freely access the expansive array of resources, inside and 
outdoors. They confidently select what they need for their exploratory play and 
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carry it to a 'work space' that they mark out for themselves with a fabric mat. 
Staff gently model how to approach tasks and introduce new concepts, such as 
the correct mathematical language for shapes, naturally as children play.  

n Partnerships with parents are highly prized by staff who take as much time as 
necessary to ensure that both parents and their children settle fully into the 
nursery. Staff gather valuable information through bespoke settling-in sessions. 
They maintain a constant dialogue with parents that fully respects and involves 
them as their children's first educators. For instance, the provider has created 
resources for parents to build on their children's learning at home. They have 
developed a simple guide to how common, home-based activities support 
children's development across all areas of learning. They send home carefully 
curated book bags with a guide to reading aloud, including directions to videos 
where required. Parents are welcomed into the nursery to share their heritage, 
culture and lives which values and brings to life the diversity around them.

n When children are slower to develop, the provider maintains an open and honest 
dialogue with parents and makes swift referrals to relevant agencies. All staff 
understand and implement agreed strategies with confidence. Staff make, 
analyse and discuss regular, sharply focused observations and assessments to 
precisely evaluate the impact of the curriculum on children's progress. Where 
necessary, they adapt the curriculum and further support is accessed. All 
children are welcome, nurtured and receive the bespoke teaching that they need 
to make excellent progress in their learning and development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY394221

Local authority Norfolk

Inspection number 10344387

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 17

Name of registered person Mann, Samantha Paula Griffith

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903204

Telephone number 01603865834

Date of previous inspection 20 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

Attlebridge Montessori Nursery School registered in 2009. The nursery is open 
Monday to Friday from 8.30am to 4pm, term time only. It employs nine members 
of staff. Of these, eight hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 
above. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-
old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Terrie Simpson

Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n Parents and carers shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the deputy 

manager.

Inspection report: Attlebridge Montessori Nursery School
13 September 2024 4



We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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