
Childminder report

Inspection date: 17 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder welcomes children into her home and forms warm relationships 
with their families. Children are secure and confident. They know where their 
belongings are and demonstrate confidence in the routines. The childminder knows 
the children very well and responds to their interests and stages of development. 
Staff praise babies who are new to learning to walk. Older children make choices 
about what toys they want to play with and are happy to share with their friends. 
They sit together playing with dried pasta and containers, taking it in turns to serve 
it out with spoons. 

Children benefit from the emphasis the childminder places on developing children's 
language skills. They enjoy learning new words and chat together during 
mealtimes. The children are engaged as they listen to a story and the childminder 
encourages them to join in and talk about the pictures. Parents provide positive 
feedback about the information the childminder shares with them, stating it is 'the 
highlight of their day.' Although they are not able to enter the setting due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, they feel that the childminder communicates regularly and 
that they are able to seek support if they need it.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder supports children as they learn to count and she responds to 
their interest in their favourite numbers, such as how old they are. Children are 
excited as they count a collection of wooden dinosaurs and the childminder 
helps them to remember the number names. Older children learn to count in 
sequence, using their fingers as they enjoy singing rhymes together.

n The childminder has a good understanding of the different stages of children's 
development as they learn. She skilfully adapts her responses to the babies and 
children as they explore play dough and she understands what they need to 
learn next. The childminder encourages older children to persevere as they try 
cutting up dough with scissors, while babies squeal in delight as they see objects 
pressed into the dough. The childminder helps children learn vocabulary, such as 
'press', 'squeeze' and 'flat' and all children develop good fine-motor skills.

n The childminder works in partnership with parents and they discuss children's 
development. She uses electronic systems to share photographs and brief notes 
about children's progress with parents and has a good understanding about each 
child as an individual. They work together to help children become more 
independent, so that there is consistency between the setting and home. She 
sensitively takes account of different children's care routines, such as when 
children learn to use a potty. She communicates with babies as she changes 
nappies, chatting and singing songs to create a personal routine.

n The childminder is well qualified and takes the opportunity to develop her 
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knowledge further by accessing regular training and networking events. She 
keeps up to date with changes in legislation and is reflective about her practice. 
She is very well organised with effective policies and procedures in place to 
support her practice.

n Children enjoy being able to go outside in the garden and the childminder takes 
advantage of local walks and trips out. Older children enjoy chalking on the 
patio, making marks and drawing. They practise blowing bubbles and watching 
them float away. However, the choice of resources outside is more limited than 
inside, particularly for babies. The childminder does not always fully consider 
ways to extend all children's learning further. Older children have less 
opportunity for choosing resources themselves and babies, who enjoy crawling 
and taking steps, do not always have the opportunity to move around freely 
outside to support their physical skills.

n The childminder takes account of the views made by other professionals and is 
sensitive to what children need to learn next. She ensures that she completes 
any required assessments of children. However, partnerships with other settings 
and schools are not as developed, in order to build on what children have 
learned as they move on to the next phase of their education.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has accessed a range of safeguarding training to ensure she is up 
to date and as a result, she has a secure knowledge of how to keep children safe. 
She has a good understanding of children's welfare as well as wider aspects of 
safeguarding and understands how to identify any signs that could indicate when 
children are at risk of harm. She considers how to keep children safe in her home 
using risk assessments to ensure her practice is safe. She holds appropriate policies 
and procedures and regularly reviews these. She keeps careful records of any 
accidents children may experience and informs parents promptly. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide further opportunities for all children to engage in outdoor learning, 
particularly babies, to support their overall development

n strengthen partnerships with other professionals to ensure a consistent two-way 
flow of information to support children's learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY392240

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10074242

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection 2 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2009 in Okehampton, Devon. She offers care from 
Tuesday to Thursday, from 8am to 5pm, all year round. The childminder provides 
funded early years education for children aged two, three and four years. The 
childminder holds a teaching qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Stephanie Wright

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the setting.

n The childminder and inspector took a learning walk, indoors and outdoors to 
discuss the intentions for children's learning.

n The childminder and the inspector completed some joint observations of the 
children learning.

n The inspector spoke with the children as they played.
n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their feedback.
n The inspector scrutinised some documentation, including training certificates.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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