
Childminder report

Inspection date: 14 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The childminder is nurturing and gentle in her approach and creates an exciting 
and welcoming environment for children. She carefully organises spaces to provoke 
children's curiosity. For example, children delight as they explore a basket of real 
vegetables that they chose from the local shop. Even the youngest children attempt 
to say the various vegetable names, such as 'courgette' and 'broccoli', and the 
childminder swiftly echoes back to children what they say. Children later have the 
opportunity to dig up real vegetables in the garden, cut these open to see what 
they look like inside and help the childminder to make fresh vegetable soup.

The childminder values each child's individual character and provides opportunities 
to engage children's imagination. For example, outside, she creates a fairy garden 
with hidden doors and fairy dust to stimulate children's curiosity. When young 
children show an interest, she skilfully responds and uses the opportunity to 
provide a narrative, encourage back-and-forth interactions and promote children's 
communication. The childminder provides comfort and reassurance to children 
when they need it. She supports children to take turns and sensitively explains how 
unwanted behaviours impact others. She promotes children's confidence and 
resilience and provides an environment where they feel secure.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder is extremely reflective. She regularly reviews her practice, how 
children are progressing and how her environment is supporting their learning. 
The childminder uses her reflections to plan any changes or adaptations she 
needs to make to ensure that she is meeting children's needs. She researches 
topics, such as supporting oral hygiene, and shares ideas with parents. The 
childminder has identified she would like to attend Makaton training to help her 
further her already excellent skills in supporting children's communication and 
language.

n The childminder knows the children very well. She makes detailed assessments 
of their progress and shares these with parents regularly. The childminder uses 
the assessments and observations she makes to plan precisely for children's next 
steps in learning. The targets she identifies help children build on the skills they 
already have and allow them to embed their knowledge and skills for their future 
learning.  

n The childminder's curriculum is extremely well sequenced. She arranges her 
environment and activities to promote her aims for children's learning. For 
example, she is teaching children about Harvest festival. Children have donated 
tinned-food items to the local food bank and are learning about where fresh 
foods come from. The childminder explains to children how food is harvested, 
such as grains to provide them with their cereal for breakfast. This simple, yet 
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effective, explanation provides children with the information they need to extend 
their knowledge further. 

n The childminder is very skilled at including as many areas of learning as possible 
in each activity, but focusing on each individual child's learning intentions. For 
example, when children are involved in a craft activity around colour mixing, she 
focuses on supporting children's communication development and colour 
recognition. She also thoughtfully encourages children to explore the feeling of 
the paint in bags, introducing new language, such as 'squeeze' and 'squidgy'.

n Children's behaviour is exemplary. The childminder consistently reminds children 
of the behaviour expectations. She reminds children to use 'kind hands' and uses 
books to help children understand what this means. For example, children listen 
intently to a story about being kind to others, and the childminder makes 
connections between the children and the characters in the story. Children offer 
other children their drinks when they are getting their own. The childminder 
shows her appreciation by hanging hearts on a small tree and referring to these 
as the children's acts of kindness.  

n The childminder celebrates each child's experiences and encourages all children 
to value and respect each other. For example, she provided children with the 
resources that are required to grow grass in small tubs at home and at the 
setting. She encouraged parents to provide regular updates on this so that they 
could value each other's efforts. In addition, children choose a teddy to take 
away on holiday or have for the weekend, and when they return, the 
childminder provides them with a platform to share their experiences. Children 
are growing in confidence and are learning what makes each other unique. 

n Partnerships with parents are excellent. The childminder provides parents with a 
wealth of information to help them to support their children at home, such as 
supporting children's sleep routines and toileting. The childminder has provided 
parents with toothbrushes and timers to help children with brushing their teeth 
at home. Parents report how the childminder shares what she is focusing on and 
supporting their children to learn next. They feel she takes the time to form 
strong, trusting relationships with them. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY391639

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10355017

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 4

Date of previous inspection 14 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2009 and lives in Walton-on-Thames, Surrey. She 
holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 3. The childminder operates 
all year round, from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Thursday. She provides funded 
early education for two-, three-, and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Pippa Clark

Inspection activities

n The childminder and the inspector discussed how the childminder organises their 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for their early years 
foundation stage curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.
n The childminder and the inspector took part in a joint observation. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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