
Childminder report

Inspection date: 15 May 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy their time with the friendly childminder. They enjoy his company and 
have formed good relationships with him. Babies enjoy a cuddle with the 
childminder and happily take a bottle feed from him, nestled in his arms. The 
childminder talks to babies as they feed, making good eye contact with them. Older 
children also enjoy being with the childminder, who praises them frequently for 
their achievements. 

The childminder is keen to promote children's communication skills. He uses clear 
sentences and sign language to help them make their needs known. The 
childminder introduces new words into children's vocabulary, such as 'wiggly' as 
children make pretend caterpillars using dough. He consistently helps children with 
pronunciation by repeating words for children to hear and copy to support their 
communication and language.

Children understand the rules and boundaries well. They play cooperatively, sharing 
resources with one another. Children cope well with changes in routine such as 
playing between the indoor and outdoor environment or when tidying up in 
preparation for lunch. Children demonstrate good behaviour and show politeness 
when meeting visitors, using their manners. They are highly confident and keen to 
share their experiences. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder takes children on visits to the local care home. They engage 
with the elderly residents, taking part in fun activities such as singing and 
creative artwork. Children develop their social skills and communication as they 
chat to their new friends.

n Children enjoy outings with the childminder and learning about the community. 
For example, they get to know a local artist, and together, they paint sunflowers 
on the public walkway. Additionally, the childminder and children attend nearby 
flower shows where children make handprint butterflies using paint to help 
extend their creative skills.

n The childminder helps children to learn about life cycles. For instance, he talks to 
children about butterfly eggs on a leaf and shows them how to make small balls 
with dough to replicate this. Children develop their hand-eye coordination as 
they roll their dough into balls and then later into long shapes to represent 
caterpillars. However, the childminder does not consistently adapt activities to 
help younger children remain engaged, and at times, they wander off.

n Children develop their mathematical skills well. The childminder counts with 
babies as they play with activities. For older children, the childminder extends 
their knowledge and asks questions such as, 'How many have you made and 
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how many more will you need?' Children learn to solve simple calculations. 
n The childminder has formed close relationships with parents, who provide 

positive feedback about the care and education he provides. For instance, 
parents say the transition from home to his setting is smooth and he is caring 
towards children. The childminder shares information with parents regularly to 
keep them informed about children's development. He and his co-childminder 
also implement seasonal photo shoots with children as a memorable keepsake 
for parents. For example, children sit among assorted pumpkins during the 
autumn season.

n Care practices are effective. The childminder is responsive to children's needs to 
ensure they are happy and content. He notices when children are hungry or 
tired and ensures they receive meals and naps promptly. Children also benefit 
from being outdoors, such as playing in the childminder's garden or taking trips 
to the local park, to support their overall well-being. 

n The childminder encourages children to show an interest in books that link to 
themes they are learning about. He helps them to recall events that have 
happened in the story to expand their knowledge. The childminder encourages 
children to use the illustrations to help them understand what happens next, 
such as the caterpillar turning into a butterfly. Children develop their literacy 
skills well. After the story, the childminder supports children to decorate wooden 
butterflies using coloured pens to strengthen their finger and hand muscles in 
preparation for early writing.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help younger children to engage and sustain attention to further support their 
learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY391161

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10398067

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 12

Date of previous inspection 2 October 2019

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2009 and is located in Exmouth, Devon. He lives with 
his wife, who is also registered as a childminder at the same address. The 
childminder offers care Monday to Friday from 7am to 5.30pm, all year round. The 
childminder provides government funded places for childcare and receives specific 
funding for disadvantaged children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Steward

Inspection activities

n The childminder talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they 
want the children to learn.  

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time with the childminder.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder.
n The inspector read written statements from parents during the inspection and 

took account of their views.
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact that this was having on children's learning.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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