
Childminder report

Inspection date: 23 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Young children are very settled and content. They thrive in this welcoming, home-
from-home environment. They thoroughly enjoy the company of many other 
children of similar ages. For example, children eagerly sing songs and look at books 
together to further promote early communication and language skills. Children are 
welcomed by this very calm and caring childminder, the co-childminder, and their 
assistant when they first arrive. Children very quickly settle and seek out toys they 
enjoy.

Children confidently explore exciting learning areas, indoors and outdoors. They 
are very motivated and keen learners. Children jump up and down with excitement 
when they go outdoors. They enthusiastically rummage through many toys to 
spark their imagination. For instance, children play imaginatively with small world 
farm animals, under the sea creatures and a role play kitchen.

Children build very positive relationships with the childminder. He very quickly and 
sensitively respond to children's needs, such as when very young children hold up 
their arms for a cuddle. Children are emotionally secure.

All children behave very well, given their young age. The childminder encourages 
children to use 'kind hands' and he helps them to share toys to further promote 
their good behaviour. He is a good role model. The childminder encourages 
children to use good manners, such as 'please' and 'thank you'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder, co-childminder and their assistant work very closely together. 
They are enthusiastic and very keen to provide good quality childcare. They 
build on each other's strengths and seamlessly transition from one daily routine 
to another, such as care routines and during mealtime. This has a very positive 
effect on children's overall personal development, behaviour and attitude.

n The childminder ensures the assistant is kept up to date with safeguarding 
issues. They all have daily conversations to evaluate strengths and where areas 
can improve to ensure their views are shared together. Since the last inspection, 
the childminder has created many exciting areas to enthuse and excite children 
to learn.

n Children benefit from many outdoor experiences to further promote their good 
health and physical exercise. For example, children enjoy visits to Richmond 
Park. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, children enjoyed trips to a fire station to 
develop their sense of self within their local community. The childminder and co-
childminder are very keen to reintroduce community visits.

n During the COVID-19 pandemic, the childminder and co-childminder closed for a 
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short period of time. They implemented changes to help minimise the spread of 
infection and to keep children and their families safe. Parents continue to drop 
off and pick up at the door rather than entering the premises. The childminder 
has found this helps to settle children quickly.

n The childminder successfully promotes children's early communication and 
language skills as well as a love of books. For example, children remember parts 
of a story about a farmer who had a farm. Children cuddle up to the childminder 
as they look at books together. He names and points to pictures, counts wheels 
on scooters and tricycles to help promote children's early mathematical skills. 

n Diversity and equality is promoted through the childminder's and co-
childminder's curriculum. For example, children make Chinese lanterns and 
dragons from art and craft materials. Children play with a range of small world 
dolls representing similarities and differences to help celebrate children's 
backgrounds.

n The childminder's and co-childminder's curriculum is varied and promotes 
children's enthusiasm for learning and to meet their needs and interests. This 
means that children are effectively offered a broad range of experiences to help 
them make good progress and to prepare them well for the next stages of 
learning. However, the childminder's knowledge of the curriculum he teaches 
could be strengthened to the highest level.

n Partnership with parents is good. The childminder communicates daily with 
parents and he shares accurate details of children's assessments. Parents say 
they appreciate how quickly children have settled and how children make rapid 
progress, particularly with communication and language skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder and his assistant access training to help keep their safeguarding 
knowledge up to date. They understand the importance of when to tackle extreme 
views and beliefs and what to do in such cases. The childminder and his assistant 
have secure knowledge of the correct procedures to raise their concern about a 
child's safety and welfare. The childminder recognises the importance of 
completing daily safety checks of his home and garden to help keep children safe. 
The childminder and children complete regular fire drills to help teach children how 
to keep themselves safe, such as in the event of a fire.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop further secure understanding of the teaching and learning of the 
curriculum to ensure that children are consistently challenged.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY387038

Local authority Kingston upon Thames

Inspection number 10063929

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 9

Date of previous inspection 10 August 2015

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2009. He lives in the Royal borough of Kingston upon 
Thames. The childminder operates Monday to Thursday from 8am until 5pm all 
year round. He works with a co-childminder and an assistant.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Morgan

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n A range of documents was viewed by the inspector, including public liability 
insurance, paediatric first-aid qualification and the suitability of anyone who lives 
of works on the premises.

n A tour of the premises was completed by the inspector and discussed with 
childminder.

n The inspector gained the views of parents.
n The inspector observed children with the co-childminder and assistant taking 

part in a range of activities and assessed the impact on children's learning and 
development over time. The childminder and the inspector reflected on learning 
experiences for children.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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