
Inspection of Puddleducks Daycare 
Ltd
36 Swan Lane, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 4PA

Inspection date: 16 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children who attend this welcoming, home-from-home setting benefit from 
consistently high-quality care and learning experiences that enable them to thrive. 
Staff plan a curriculum that encompasses all aspects of children's learning. They 
provide exciting, innovative activities that motivate children to want to take part 
and learn. Children have fun. The setting is filled with laughter and the sound of 
children enjoying themselves as they learn and play. Consequently, all children 
make exceptional progress from their initial starting points. 

Children and their families are greeted warmly as they arrive. Staff are friendly and 
genuinely interested in the information that children and parents share about what 
children have been doing at home. They are fully aware of children's interests and 
skilfully weave these into activities. Children build positive relationships with staff 
and their friends and invite them to join in their play. Babies receive wonderful 
interactions from staff. They snuggle into them when they are tired and when they 
look at books. Staff are highly attuned to children's individual routines and 
preferences. Older children are confident to express their feelings and recognise 
the feelings of others. Behaviour is exemplary. Staff adeptly support children to 
manage their emotions. They have implemented areas, such as cosy corners and 
light dens, where children can go for calm time should they need to.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The highly motivated leadership and management team have worked closely 
with local authority advisors and staff to implement significant changes since the 
last inspection. Leaders and staff have attended copious amounts of training, 
some of which was bespoke to the setting. Staff benefit from extensive support 
from leaders. They say that their well-being is given the utmost priority.

n Children's safety is assured. Leaders' and staff's knowledge of local safeguarding 
issues and how to raise concerns is superb. The premises are exceptionally safe 
and secure. Staff implement additional precautions to ensure children's safety. 
For example, they check the ultraviolet light levels before children go outdoors to 
ensure that they are not too high. 

n Leaders and staff have an excellent overview of the curriculum, and this is fully 
embedded into practice. They have exceptionally high expectations for what 
children need to learn at each stage of their development. They plan an inspiring 
range of activities that captivate children's curiosity and enhance all aspects of 
their learning. 

n Leaders and staff work closely with local schools that children will be moving on 
to. They have devised a working document entitled 'I am ready for school 
because I can,' which sets out the schools expectations for what they want 
children to achieve before starting school. It includes tasks, such as being able 
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to open lunch boxes and to listen to and follow instructions. The list is shared 
with parents and integrated into the curriculum to help children to be confident 
and ready for school. 

n Children become animated and enthusiastic as they join in with the wide variety 
of activities on offer. Older children explore wheat. Staff explain that we need 
wheat to make flour. They encourage children to think of different uses for flour, 
such as bread and cake. Children patiently wait their turn to crush the wheat to 
make flour, and staff enhance children's learning as they introduce new words, 
such as pestle and mortar. 

n Children's communication throughout the setting is given top priority. Staff 
engage children in conversation and provide time for them to think of answers 
and respond to questions. Younger children delight as they listen to stories 
which are read with intonation and expression. They recognise and join in with 
familiar phrases and laugh as they imitate animal sounds and familiar 
characteristics as they pretend to be a monkey. The use of a communication 
screening tool helps staff to swiftly recognise any gaps in children's 
communication and enables them to promptly seek early intervention if needed. 

n Children relish the time they spend outside, where they take part in purposeful 
activities to enhance their good health and physical well-being. They proudly talk 
about the fruit and vegetables they grow in the garden. They pick carrots to 
make carrot cake, and apples and blackberries to make pies. Children 
demonstrate awe and wonder as they confidently talk about growing pumpkins 
from seeds and the experiment they have undertaken to see if the whole 
pumpkin they planted will grow in the same way that the seeds have.

n The support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) is superb. Staff are passionate about providing the very best support for 
these children. They work closely with other professionals and parents to obtain 
additional support and funding that will enhance their learning experiences. 
Resources, such as objects of reference and now and next pictures, enable 
children to understand the routines of the day. These are also initially used for 
children who speak English as an additional language to enhance their learning 
experiences and help them to settle. 

n Parents are fully involved in their child's learning. They are invited to attend 
workshops and activity days. Staff go over and above to introduce ways to 
encourage parents to support their child's learning at home. They ask parents to 
go on walks with their children and collect nature items to share. A recently 
introduced library system explains to parents the importance of reading to 
children and sharing books. Parents are overjoyed with the care and learning 
their children receive and the support they have as a family. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY385959

Local authority Worcestershire

Inspection number 10344906

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 66

Number of children on roll 107

Name of registered person Puddleducks Daycare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP528651

Telephone number 01386 765446

Date of previous inspection 11 April 2024

Information about this early years setting

Puddleducks Daycare Ltd registered in 2008. It is situated in Evesham. The nursery 
opens Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The 
nursery employs 27 members of childcare staff. Of these, 23 hold qualifications at 
level 2 and above, including one who holds qualified teacher status. The nursery is 
in receipt of early education funding for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Johnson
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector spoke to children and staff, to find out about their time at the 

setting.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Puddleducks Daycare Ltd
16 August 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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