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Overall effectiveness Requires improvement
The quality of education Requires improvement
Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement
Personal development Requires improvement
Leadership and management Requires improvement
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision requires improvement

This very experienced childminder enthusiastically welcomes children into her
setting. Children are settled and show they feel safe and secure in this caring
home-from-home environment. Children are familiar with the routines of the day
and confidently access well-presented play materials in the main play area. They
relate well to each other and interact confidently with the inspector, which
demonstrates they feel emotionally secure.

Overall, children have lots of exposure to fun activities and experiences that help
prepare them for the next stage in their learning. The childminder is very attentive
to children's basic care needs. However, when she is caring for more children than
she typically would, this has a negative impact on the quality of care and education
she provides. For example, children are seated in highchairs for longer than is
necessary, before their food is ready. They wander aimlessly as they wait for
everyone to be ready to go outside. The childminder ensures children's safety as
they access the child-centred garden. However, the competing demands of several
very young children mean she does not engage sufficiently with every child to
further develop their learning. Furthermore, the childminder fails to recognise that
one child is left in cold, wet socks after playing outside. The childminder is
genuinely concerned when this is identified and immediately ensures the child is
warm and comfortable.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder is clear about how the curriculum should be taught. She
understands that what children are taught in the early years will help them to be
successful in their future learning. However, there are times when the
childminder struggles to provide every child with the support they need. This
means children do not consistently receive a good quality of education.

B Provision for outdoor learning is given a very high priority. Children routinely
learn about the natural world and the changing seasons. They plant and care for
fruits and vegetables and enjoy tending to the flowers, as they watch them
grow. This emphasis on outdoor learning helps to promote an active lifestyle and
contributes to children's emotional wellbeing.

B There are times when the childminder struggles to implement planned activities.
The demands of several young children mean she does not engage sufficiently
with every child to further develop their learning. As a result, some children
quickly lose interest, particularly when activities are dominated by more
confident children.

B The childminder is a positive role model who gently explains expected
behaviours. She gives high levels of reassurance and supports children as they
learn to recognise, understand and manage their own feelings and behaviours.
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B Regular outings are well used to help raise children's awareness of the local
community and to increase their understanding of the lives of others. Children
are supported to develop a positive attitude towards diversity and inclusion. This
helps to prepare them for life in modern Britain.

m Children's communication and language skills are closely monitored. The
childminder introduces basic sign language. Children enjoy stories and have
regular opportunities to sing songs and rhymes. Overall, the childminder models
language effectively, however, at times she is too eager to speak. She does not
always give children the time they need to process what they have heard and to
formulate their response. This means they are not getting the best opportunities
to expand their vocabulary and extend their use of language.

B The educational programme for physical development is strong. The childminder
effectively uses the outdoor environment to help children to develop their large
muscle strength, balance, and co-ordination. Children are also supported to
develop the dexterity in their hands and fingers that they will need for eventual
handwriting.

B The childminder has a good understanding of child development overall. Despite
the identified weaknesses, she generally sequences her teaching well and
frequently makes learning interesting and enjoyable. This helps children to make
some progress in their learning and development.

m Close partnership working with parents contributes successfully to children's
emotional well-being. Parents are well informed about their child's time with the
childminder and how they can further support their child's learning at home.

B The childminder is committed to her continued professional development.
However, she has failed to fully evaluate the quality of care and education she is
able to provide when increasing the number of young children in her care.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children first.
What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the
provider must:

Due date

consider the individual needs of the 28/03/2024
children and take steps to ensure that
children's care, learning and
development needs are met to a
consistently good level.
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B give children more thinking time, so they can fully develop and test out their
own ideas, process their thoughts and formulate their verbal response.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY378059

Local authority Bolton

Inspection number 10304977

Type of provision Childminder

Registers EarI_y Years Register, C_ompulsory _Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of

inspection 1to3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 6

Date of previous inspection 7 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2008 and lives in Little Lever, Bolton. The childminder
holds an appropriate childcare qualification at level 3. The setting opens all year
round from 7.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Thursday, except for bank holidays and
family holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Vickie Halliwell
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the
provider.

B The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they
ensure it is safe and suitable.

m Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while with the
childminder.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the
impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children.

B The childminder and inspector discussed how the curriculum had been
implemented and the impact that this had on children's learning.

B The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on
request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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