
Childminder report

Inspection date: 28 September 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder has a very friendly and caring manner and children form 
wonderfully beneficial bonds with her. They are happy and really enjoy her 
company. They eagerly seek her out to play their favourite games and share their 
achievements, or for cuddles. Children gain confidence in themselves and their 
abilities and thrive in her care.

Young children develop their sense of responsibility and independence skills 
excellently. They confidently select their own resources and activities in the 
playroom, relishing the freedom to do this. They take these over to the little table 
or roll out a mat and place these on the floor. After lunch, they conscientiously put 
their booster seat away. Children develop very good manners. They listen 
respectfully to the childminder adapting their behaviour appropriately. For example, 
they roll the hard, heavier ball along the ground rather than throwing it. They show 
considerable understanding and develop very positive attitudes towards learning 
and doing things for themselves.

The childminder has adapted her provision and support for families during the 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. Her video messages and 'doorstep activities' for 
the children provided an essential lifeline during periods of national lockdown. 
Parents are very complimentary about the childminder and her wealth of 
experience. They value the advice and support that she has given them and their 
children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has a wealth of experience, and an in-depth understanding of 
how children learn. She meticulously outlines any gaps in their development. 
She creates a well-thought-out plan of what she wants them to achieve and how 
she will use resources to support their learning. Children make excellent 
progress and gain the skills they will need for the next stage of their education.

n The childminder offers children very interesting experiences, to develop their 
understanding of other countries of the world. They sing songs focused on other 
languages and continents. They explore Indian statues and excitedly wear an 
Indian bindi decoration, looking at their reflection in the mirror with fascination.

n Children have good opportunities to be active in the fresh air and learn about 
Nature. They enjoy helping the childminder grow and harvest a variety of fruit 
and vegetables. They proudly show off the large pumpkins, and excitedly sample 
the fresh raspberries straight from the bush. The have great fun as they chase 
bubbles on the childminder's lawn and show their developing maths knowledge 
as they talk about the 'big and little bubbles'.

n Young children develop their coordination skills and dexterity very well, through 
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the rich and stimulating activities that the childminder provides. They use tools, 
such as a pestle and mortar, to crush mint leaves and relish the fragrance that 
they create. They work excellently at activities, matching and fitting shapes 
correctly and filling items using appropriate utensils.

n The childminder is skilful in supporting children's communication. She explains 
the meanings of words, provides commentary, and asks probing questions, to 
encourage their language. She listens to them and gives them time to speak. 
She has a very engaging and friendly manner and children develop their 
conversation skills excellently. The childminder provides a rich environment with 
many opportunities for children to develop their literacy skills. They readily select 
their favourite books and listen avidly as the childminder reads to them.

n The childminder obtains lots of information from parents when they first start. 
However, sometimes her ongoing communication and arrangements with 
parents do not help her to flexibly tailor her approach, to meet new children's 
needs to the highest level. Nonetheless, parents comment very positively on 
how well the childminder keeps them informed about their child's day, discussing 
the wide variety of means, such as messages and daily chats. They also 
appreciate the periodic meetings to closely focus on children's learning, helping 
support a consistent approach at home and in her provision. 

n The childminder is enthusiastic, motivated and fully committed to her provision. 
She undertakes a range of training, reading and research to continue to enhance 
her provision. She also works closely with local authority advisors and shares her 
outstanding Montessori focused teaching and activities with other childminders. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder takes her responsibility to safeguard children seriously. She has an 
in-depth understanding of the child protection issues that may affect children's 
well-being and welfare and knows the correct procedure to follow to keep children 
safe. She ensures she keeps abreast of any changes and refreshes her knowledge 
by undertaking relevant child protection training regularly. The childminder 
completes regular risk assessments to help ensure that all areas of her home used 
by children are safe. She closely monitors children as they play, offering prompt 
sensitive reminders to help them learn about hazards and risks and adapt their 
action accordingly.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance relationships with parents and flexibly tailor settling-in arrangements to 
more promptly and thoroughly meet new children's needs.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY377770

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10125917

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 2

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 3

Date of previous inspection 8 June 2015

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2008 and lives in Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol. She 
operates from 9am to 4pm, Monday and Tuesday, all year round except bank 
holidays and family holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate qualification at 
level 3. She follows the Montessori educational philosophy.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Howell

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection of the setting since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the childminder and has taken that into account in their 
evaluation of the provision.

n The inspector viewed the areas used for childminding and discussed with the 
childminder how she implements the educational programmes for the children.

n The childminder and the inspector evaluated the effectiveness of an activity 
together. The inspector observed the children and the childminder and spoke 
with them at appropriate times during the inspection. 

n The inspector took account the views of parents spoken to on the day and their 
written views by reading their comments in emails.

n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including suitability 
checks and paediatric first-aid qualifications, and the childminder discussed her 
procedures for safeguarding the children.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Childminder report
28 September 2021 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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