
Inspection of Holyrood Day Nursery 
Prestwich
425 Bury Old Road, Prestwich, MANCHESTER M25 1QP

Inspection date: 12 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are confident, curious and creative at this welcoming and homely nursery. 
Staff skilfully link the intent of the curriculum to follow children's interests. For 
example, they encourage children to go on bug hunts, where children confidently 
take the lead and explore with magnifying glasses. They squeal with excitement 
when they find spiders and woodlice. Children show maturity as they confidently 
handle the insects they find. This helps children learn the importance of the world 
around them and embeds the culture of care and consideration that runs through 
the nursery. The nursery places a significant focus on helping children to learn the 
language of emotion. This helps children feel safe and equipped with the strategies 
they need to express how they feel. For example, children find a quiet space to 
calm themselves if feeling frustrated.

The curriculum supports children to confidently develop their physical skills. Staff 
provide babies with lots of encouragement, care and attention to help them learn 
to crawl and stand. Pre-school children show their coordination and agility as they 
navigate obstacle courses and hold a pencil in the correct writing grasp. The 
curriculum is also designed to help children develop their mathematical skills. For 
example, babies and toddlers take part in activities to help learn numbers and 
shapes through songs. Pre-school children are encouraged to apply more 
challenging mathematical concepts, such as more and less, during counting 
activities. All children are supported to make good progress.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery has made positive progress since the previous inspection. 
Improvements have been made to firmly embed the curriculum to ensure that all 
children are able to learn and achieve. As a result, the nursery is providing 
children with the best start, both in their earliest education and as they progress 
on to their eventual journey to school.

n The nursery has ensured that rigorous procedures are in place to regularly and 
accurately screen all children's communication and language skills. All staff have 
been trained and supported on how to use this assessment information. The 
nursery ensures that this knowledge is used to have the best possible impact on 
children's learning. As a result, children benefit from activities that help them 
develop eloquent communication and language skills. The nursery ensures that 
any children with emerging gaps are rapidly identified and support systems are 
put in place. This supports children's continued good progress. 

n Staff manage transitions well. There is a seamless flow in children's learning as 
they are supported to understand the routines of the day. This helps children 
remain focused and also to prepare for what is coming next.

n Since the previous inspection, the nursery has ensured that improvements have 
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been made in the event of accidents and injuries to children. For example, when 
babies bump themselves or toddlers accidently knock their head, trained staff 
take immediate action to apply appropriate first aid. They also ensure that 
accident and injury forms are accurately completed in a timely manner, and any 
possible action to prevent a recurrence is taken. The nursery ensures that its 
policies and procedures are followed and reviewed so that children's health 
needs are consistently met. 

n The nursery does not always have appropriately targeted staff development in 
place for all staff, particularly those taking on new roles. The nursery has regular 
meetings in place to support staff. However, these are not yet fully effective for 
some staff, who need to develop their knowledge and understanding of how the 
curriculum is being applied in practice. 

n The nursery acts as a true advocate for children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. It is proactive in making early assessments, engaging 
positively with parents and external agencies and being able to precisely 
evidence children's needs. As a result, children and families are supported, and 
funding is used well to further enhance the provision and meet children's 
individual needs. Staff are highly knowledgeable and skilled in knowing how best 
to support the unique needs of all children, meaning all children make good 
progress from their starting points.

n The nursery helps children learn with real meaning about similarities and 
differences and what makes their own families unique. Children learn important 
facts about different countries and the diverse heritage of their friends. They 
also learn more about their local community as the nursery takes children on 
trips that they may not otherwise experience, such as to parks and farms. This 
helps to prepare children well for life in modern Britain.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance supervision arrangements so all staff receive more focused and highly 
effective professional development, to improve the quality of practice.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY370888

Local authority Bury

Inspection number 10355585

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 92

Number of children on roll 81

Name of registered person Thrive Childcare And Education Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900892

Telephone number 0161 773 7731

Date of previous inspection 27 February 2024

Information about this early years setting

Holyrood Day Nursery Prestwich registered in 2008. It is situated in Prestwich, 
Bury. The nursery opens from 7.30am to 6pm, all year round, except for bank 
holidays. The nursery employs 19 members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold 
an appropriate early years qualification at level 6, eight hold level 3 and six hold 
level 2. The nursery provides funded education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Richard Sutcliffe
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at nursery.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of an outdoor 
group activity. 

n Parents' views of the nursery were shared with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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