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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are busy, keen and active learners. They enjoy participating in a wide
range of experiences indoors and outdoors. Children behave very well and show
respect for each other. They share resources fairly, patiently waiting their turn for a
favourite toy or piece of equipment. Children are happy and behave in ways that
show that they feel safe and secure in the childminder's care. When children show
concern that a visitor is present, the childminder quickly notices and offers comfort
and reassurance. She gradually encourages them to gain the confidence to
approach and speak to the visitor.

Children enjoy participating in outings and trips in the local area. For example, they
visit the beach to collect a selection of items. Children sort their findings and decide
whether they can be recycled or are a natural material. They learn about keeping
wildlife safe and not dropping litter, through lively discussions with the childminder
and her assistants. Children, including those with special educational needs and/or
disabilities, make good progress in the childminder's care. Their likes, dislikes and
interests are well known by the childminder and her assistants, who use this
information to plan a range of learning experiences.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder regularly works with up to two assistants at a time. She
effectively coaches and supports the assistants, giving them feedback on how
they can improve their teaching. The childminder and her assistants complete
relevant core training. However, at present, they do not focus their professional
development in order to help them to raise the quality of teaching even higher.

B Children enjoy role play. They excitedly play in the 'pancake café', which the
childminder has prepared. They pretend to mix and pour ingredients to make
the laminated pancakes and share them with their friends. The childminder and
her assistants use this activity to encourage children to consider new words and
to talk about their pancake choices.

B The childminder and her assistants present children with a wide range of
planned and freely chosen play. They help children to gain an understanding of
counting and numbers in their play, for example, when they count how many
sea creatures they can find in the large tray. However, the childminder and her
assistants occasionally miss opportunities to further extend children's learning.
For example, they do not always provide resources, such as scales and
measuring tools, to enable older children to explore weight and measurement.
Some adult-led activities do not challenge and stretch older children to enable
them to reach their full potential.

B The childminder and her assistants help children to celebrate special occasions,
such as the birth of new siblings. They share photos of the new arrivals and chat
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to the children about them. Children have good opportunities to learn about
other people's customs, cultures and festivals.

W Parents speak very highly of the childminder and her assistants. They say that
their children are safe and well cared for. Some parents comment on the
extensive range of trips and outings the childminder takes their children on.
Others say that their children learn so many new things with the childminder,
which they know they have not taught them at home.

B The childminder spends valuable time preparing children for their next stage of
learning, such as starting school. She works closely with parents and provides
activities and suggestions about how they can further support and prepare their
children for school readiness.

m Children have fun exploring the beach resources through magnifying glasses and
binoculars. They comment that the magnifying glass makes things look
'‘enormous'. The childminder shows them how they can use the binoculars to see
the birds in the garden.

m Children enjoy participating in activities that help to strengthen their physical
abilities. They make use of the climbing equipment in the childminder's garden
and regularly visit parks and playgrounds. The childminder makes use of indoor
play centres when the weather is bad to enhance children's physical
experiences.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder demonstrates a good understanding of her responsibility to protect
the children in her care. She recognises the types of abuse and the symptoms that
might alert her that a child's safety is being compromised. The childminder coaches
and monitors her assistants to ensure that they complete regular safeguarding
training and demonstrate a good understanding of their child protection
responsibilities. The childminder researches new guidance and initiatives to help
her to stay abreast of changes and new procedures. The childminder and her
assistants carry out daily safety checks to help to ensure that the environments
indoors and outdoors are safe for children to play in.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B improve adult-led activities to provide more challenge for older and more-able
children

m focus professional development to help to raise the quality of teaching even
higher.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY367345

Local authority Essex

Inspection nhumber 10127187

Type of provision Childminder

e mouary rldcre
Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 0Oto12

Total number of places 18

Number of children on roll 29

Date of previous inspection 20 February 2014

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2008. She operates Monday to Friday from 6.45am to
5.30pm, all year round. The childminder works with up to two part-time assistants
at a time. The childminder provides funded early education for two-, three- and
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Hughes

Inspection activities

B The inspector had a tour of the childminder's home and discussed how she uses
the space to implement her curriculum.

W The inspector discussed the teaching practice observed during adult-led activities
with the childminder.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including the training
certificates and proof of suitability for all adults living and working on the
premises.

W The inspector spoke to children and the childminder's assistants at appropriate
times throughout the inspection.

B The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to during the
inspection and through written references.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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