
Inspection of Mouse House Nursery 
School
27 Mallinson Road, LONDON SW11 1BW

Inspection date: 18 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children arrive at this inspirational learning environment highly motivated and with 
a positive attitude to their learning. They are immensely curious and remain deeply 
absorbed in their play throughout the day. Children are incredibly happy, self-
assured and confident. The sounds of laughter and conversations are constant in 
the nursery. Staff are highly skilled and support children to form exceptionally 
strong emotional bonds. They have high expectations for children's behaviour. Staff 
encourage children to treat each other and the environment with kindness and 
respect. Children's behaviour is outstanding. 

Staff know their key children incredibly well and take care of their individual needs 
and interests. For example, staff provide children with a wide range of resources to 
build their own types of transport after observing children's keen interest in this. 
Children show immense joy and determination as they create road tracks on the 
floor using tape. They talk about the role of police officers, such as if cars speed. 
Children demonstrate an understanding about road safety and the role of people 
who help them.

Children are highly confident communicators, who approach adults to initiate 
conversations. They pose questions, offer ideas and make suggestions. Children 
draw on what they know and understand about the things that interest them. For 
example, they suggest ideas of homes they could create for the characters in the 
story they look at with staff. Staff show genuine respect and excitement for all 
children's ideas. This leads to children drawing their designs of homes on paper 
and building it with blocks. The atmosphere throughout the whole nursery is one of 
wonder, awe and excitement, from children and staff. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have an expert knowledge of how to promote children's learning. They 
provide children with an extensive range of exciting and imaginative activities. 
Children create countless opportunities for children to build on their previous 
learning. For example, after a recent trip to the fire station, staff encouraged 
children to create their own fire truck out of large boxes. Following on from this, 
children made cards for the firefighters they met during their visit and dropped 
these off to say thank you to them for helping others. Staff are highly effective 
at monitoring children's development. This ensures that they identify any gaps in 
children's learning promptly so that outcomes for children are outstanding.

n Children are exceptionally well prepared for the next stage of learning. They are 
highly independent and confident, and relish completing age-appropriate tasks. 
Children delight in their role of handing out plates and cups for snack time. They 
understand the importance of keeping themselves safe during their walk to their 
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outdoor space, following rules and boundaries effortlessly.
n Parents speak extremely highly of staff and appreciate the detailed information 

they receive about their child's day. They comment on how they value the 
individual care and attention their children get from staff. Parents discuss the 
support they receive, such as parent seminars and information on how to 
support their children's learning and development at home. They mention that 
their children make excellent progress, which they attribute to the excellent 
teaching provided by staff.

n The leadership team is inspirational. It goes above and beyond at providing all 
children with a high-quality education and nurturing environment. Leaders have 
an uncompromising commitment to delivering outstanding practice, which they 
communicate well to their staff team. All staff share their vision and excel in all 
aspects of their work. Staff comment on how supported and empowered they 
feel. There is a true sense of community throughout the nursery. Everyone is 
respected and everyone is valued. This contributes to the warm and caring 
atmosphere that is felt throughout. 

n Staff use purposeful and thought-provoking questions to help children challenge 
and extend their own learning and develop their language skills. They 
consistently ask questions such as, 'I wonder what would happen if…' or 'What 
do you think we could do?' This encourages children to think and reflect on new 
ways to do things. Children are incredibly confident to make their own decisions 
and discuss these with others. They proudly show the inspector the 'teacup' they 
have made from card and paper. During tidy-up time, without prompting, 
children come back to the table and write their name on their work.

n Children are delightfully happy and engaged during their time outside. Their 
imaginations and physical skills shine during this time. For example, children 
carefully mix mud and water to create 'mud soup'. They use large rollers to paint 
paper that has been put on trees. Staff are highly skilled at following children's 
lead and adding suggestions on how to develop this even further. Children 
remain engrossed in their learning and play consistently. 

n Leaders ensure that staff can access any training they require to improve their 
confidence and competence. Staff's supervision sessions include highly focused 
discussions that support staff to meet children's needs and identify areas for 
professional development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY366864

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10308240

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 74

Name of registered person The Kindergartens Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903415

Telephone number 01622 833331

Date of previous inspection 21 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

Mouse House Nursery School registered in 2008. It is located in Clapham in the 
London Borough of Wandsworth. The nursery is open during term time, Monday to 
Friday, from 8.30am to 12pm, and then until 4pm for additional clubs. The nursery 
employs 21 staff. Of these, 15 staff hold appropriate early years qualifications, 
including three staff who hold early years professional status, four staff who hold 
qualified teacher status and eight staff who hold level 2 and above. The nursery 
receives funding to provide early education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Laura Rathbone
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the nursery. 

n A learning walk was conducted across the nursery, to understand how the early 
years provision and the curriculum are organised. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a group 
activity. 

n The views and opinions of children and parents were taken into account during 
the inspection. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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